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12th Chem. Co. decon platoons play key role in battalion FTX
By Spc. Randi Diggs
12th Chem. Co.

HOHENFELS, Germany- The 12th Chemical Company, 18th Combat Sustainment
Support Battalion, 16th Sustainment Brigade conducted numerous training scenarios at its annual
field training exercise here, April 28-May 10.

The training lanes consisted of land navigation, react to contact, convoy logistics and
military operations in urban terrain. In addition, the 12th Chem. Co. managed a fully functioning
decontamination line for equipment and personnel.

The ‘Hellfire’ team also was in charge of a lane during the battalion’s rotational training
consisting of reacting to a chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear attack.

During the FTX three of the 12th Chem. Co. decontamination platoons combined split
into two teams. One team operated the decontamination situational training exercise lane, while
the other team participated in the lanes operated by the other companies in the battalion.

Because the platoon was split in half, the Soldiers were short-handed and understaffed for
the duration of their training. However, the group of 15 Soldiers still worked hard displaying

their knowledge even with the lack of personnel.



“This training allowed the Soldiers in our unit to train the battalion and show everyone
what we can do.” said Staff Sgt. Sarah Brown, a squad leader for the 2nd Decontamination
platoon and a native of Lansing, Mich.

Last year’s FTX also contained a decontamination lane, but this year’s was slightly
different. The battalion had just received new power washers, the M26 Joint Service
Transportable Decontamination System Small Scale, which they have had very little time to train
on. The FTX provided an excellent chance to get the training and hands-on experience they
needed to become more efficient with their new equipment.

“I really enjoyed using the new equipment and teaching the other Soldiers what chemical
Soldiers actually do,” said Pvt. Brooke Snyder a Chemical, Biological, Radiological, and
Nuclear Specialist and a native of Coshocton, Ohio

The Soldiers benefited greatly by working in a hands-on environment which helped them
accomplish the mission instead of having to simulate doing their job. They also brought up the
battalion morale by providing hot showers with the new pumps.

“The new equipment definitely gave us something to work with and it was a great
experience setting the showers up and actually using them in a field environment,” said Sgt.
Tyson Ornelas, a team leader and native of Riverside, Calif.

The 12" Chem. Co. decontamination platoons excelled during the FTX. One team
conducted outstanding training while the other team brought home the grand prize...the 18th
CSSB coveted War Hammer!
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CUTLINES:

110506-A-ZZ111-320 — The 12th Chemical Company does one-on-one training at the
decontamination situational training exercise lane May 6 at the 18th Combat Sustainment
Support Battalion field training exercise in Hohenfels, Germany. (Photo by Spc. Randi Diggs,
12th Chem. Co.)



110506-A-ZZ111-056 — The 12th Chemical Company decon platoon conducts decontamination
training with fellow ‘Warhammer’ Soldiers at the Combat Sustainment Support Battalion field
training exercise in Hohenfels, Germany May 6. (Photo by Spc. Randi Diggs, 12th Chem. Co.)



