
 

 

Lead Story Headline 

Spc. Nicholas O'Conner, from Albany, Ga., as part of 

the customs section in the retrograde yard, explains to 

the deputy commanding general of the 1st theater 

sustainment command, Brig. Gen. David Clarkson, the 

operation of the customs section of the Kandahar  

retrograde yard.  
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P A G E  2  

Greetings to all members of the 

Warhammer Battalion and their 

Families! 

We are really gaining 
momentum as we near the end of 

our second month in Afghanistan. 

It has been an exciting beginning 
to our assumption of this mission 

in support of Operation Enduring 

Freedom. There is one thing that 

has remained a constant since our 
arrival-we are Army Strong. This 

theme presents itself daily as I see 

different components (active, 
guard, reserve, and civilians) come 

together, as I observe our multina-

tional partners honor our fallen, 
and as I see Families welcome 

babies, say good-bye to love ones 

and dedicate themselves to keep-

ing our families Army Strong. 
I think one of the most 

exciting and encouraging tasks to 

date has been building a team of 
Soldiers and Civilians from Ger-

many, New York, Michigan, and 

North Carolina to name a few. I 

have watched Soldiers and civilians 

that have never met come to-

gether to help redistribute equip-

ment across an entire nation. Our 

team, as you will read in this 
newsletter is diverse and talented. 

We have signal Soldiers conduc-

tion logistics missions and logisti-
cians assisting with engineer ef-

forts. The talent and motivation 

inspires me as a leader. 

There have been a num-
ber of Fallen Heroes that we have 

had the honor of being in their 

presence during their dignified 
transfer on their final trip home.  

The attendance numbers remain 

overwhelming but even more im-
pressive are the sister services, 

civilians, and our multinational 

partners arriving with large forma-

tions to remind us that this is our 
fight, our team, and our loss. 

Standing side by side and remain-

ing Army Strong for all armies 
remains an inspirational theme in 

Afghanistan. 

Finally, the loss of a ser-

vice member is a stark reminder 

of how dangerous this business 

remains but one of the biggest 

challenges that face deployed Sol-

diers is the life that continues back 
home while we are away. We 

have witnessed loss of loved ones, 

birth of new ones, children start-
ing school and personal challenges 

dues to separation. It takes a vil-

lage to keep our communities 

going while we are away and I 
would like to thank the spouses, 

parents, children, and friends-all 

the people who keep us and our 
families Army Strong. In the end, 

we all serve and that culture of 

selfless service is what makes our 
Army truly Army Strong. Thank 

you. Itõs Hammertime! 

We Forge Ahead! 
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Please join us on Facebook:  
 
https://www.facebook.com/
#!/18thCSSB  

Hey WARHAMMERS! 
 

This team that has come from all over the 

world has been doing remarkable in Af-

ghanistan.  We have Soldiers that were 
stationed from Germany, North Carolina, 

New York and Michigan that make up this 

great team. As well as having civilians 

from all over the world. This all compiled 
together to form the WARHAMMERS in 

Afghanistan.  To the families you will be 

happy to know that the WAR-

HAMMMERS have embraced their mis-

sion with enthusiasm and dedication.  
They are a testament of the worlds finest 

that is for sure. 

 

T h e W a r h a m m e r T i m e s  

Command Sgt. Maj. Ian Griffin 
I have had the opportunity to move around 
the battlefield and personally witness the 

great job everyone is doing. A few things I 

want to remind everyone of. Use the battle 

buddy at all times. Donõt get complacent. 
Keep situational awareness at all times. On 

some further notes, take the opportunity 

to squeeze some college in and improve 

your PT score as well. Also get to know 
your teammates personally, some lifelong 

friendships start right here. 

 

I will see you on the battlefield, be safe. 
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18th CSSB Command Team 

Lt. Col. Michelle M.T. Letcher 

https://www.facebook.com/#!/18thCSSB
https://www.facebook.com/#!/18thCSSB


KANDAHAR AIRFIELD, Afghanistan 

(July 10, 2012) -- Brig. Gen. David 

Clarkson, the Deputy Commanding 

General of the 1st Theater Sustainment 

Command walked through the Kanda-

har Retrograde Yard with Lt. Col. Mi-

chelle M.T. Letcher, the commander of 

the 18th Combat Sustainment Support 

Battalion, July 10. 

 

The retrograde yard 

is staffed primarily 

by the units and Sol-

diers of the 18th 

CSSB; the Special 

Troops Battalion, 

45th Sustainment 

Brigade; Bravo 

Company, 113 Spe-

cial Troops Battal-

ion; and Bravo Com-

pany, 427 Brigade 

Support Battalion. 

Clarkson and 

Letcher walked 

though the yard, 

speaking with the Soldiers, civilians, 

noncommissioned officers and officers 

working in the yard. 

 

Spc. Tommy Wilson, an information 

systems technician, from Stokesdale, 

N.C., with Bravo Company, 113th Spe-

cial Troops Battalion, works in the sort-

ing tent in the Kandahar Retrograde 

Yard. 

 

"It's that first step that we've been wait-

ing on for awhile, so I'm glad it's here," 

Wilson said. "Yeah, the actual job is 

not easy, but being the first step of get-

ting out of [Afghanistan], really, that's 

a good thing."  

 

During the walkthrough, Clarkson said 

the retrograde support of Operation 

Enduring Freedom, here in Afghani-

stan, will most likely be attracting a lot 

of attention from multiple higher head-

quarters. With that, Clarkson urged the 

Soldiers in the yard to be prepared for 

multiple visits from leaders on multi-

ple different levels. 

 

"My primary mission is to find and 

sort the items that we receive," stated 

Spc Jade Bumbry, a unit supply clerk 

from Roanoke, Va., who is here with 

Bravo Company, 113th Special Troops 

Battalion.  

 

"We are the second step in the whole 

retrograde process here on Kandahar 

Airfield. So we sort through every 

little thing into like items, then they 

go into processing," Bumbry said. 

 

Here in Kandahar, the 18th CSSB 

works hard to support the resorting 

and retrograde of the materials and 

supplies out of, and around, Af-

ghanistan, in order to minimize loss 

of materials and to lower the ex-

penses. The Soldiers in the yard 

have been working long and hard 

hours to keep the mission going.  

 

"We push through just as much as 

we physically can," Wilson said. 

Brig. Gen. David Clarkson visits 
the 18th CSSB retrograde yard 
in Kandahar Airfield 

 (Above) Spc. Corey Sutton, from Woodbridge, Va. and Sgt. Davin Pelton of 

Troy, Il., both automated logistic specialists with the 40th QMC of the 45th 

special troops battalion. speak with the deputy commanding general of the 1st 

theater sustainment command, Brig. Gen. David Clarkson, about the opera-

tion of the processing portion of the retrograde yard. 

"Yeah, the actual 

job is not easy, 

but being the 

first step of 

getting out of 

[Afghanistan], 

really, that's a 

good thing." 


