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British, American Soldiers come together after training tragedy
JIM

By Sgt. Keith M. Anderson
16" SB Public Affairs

HOHENFELS, Germany — The 16" Sustainment Brigade Chaplain’s Office held a non-
denominational, “joint, interagency, intergovernmental and multinational” (JIIM) worship
service for British and American Soldiers going through separate rotations at the Joint

Multinational Readiness Center here April 20.

“We’'re doing it to worship God,” said Chaplain (Maj.) James Boulware, brigade chaplain,
16™ SB. “We held it primarily to bring full-spectrum religious support to the military
personnel within our training area, and to recognize that though we may be in different
military services or coming from different backgrounds, its an opportunity for us to get

together.”

Soldiers from the 18™ Combat Sustainment Support Battalion, 16™ Sustainment Brigade,
Grafenwoehr, were going through a mission readiness exercise at JMRC to prepare for
deployment to northern Iraqg, while British Soldiers from the 2" Battalion, The Royal
Anglian Regiment, 7th Armored Brigade, 1* Armored Division, were at JMRC preparing

for a deployment to southern Iraqg.

The service took on a somber tone because both the American and British units lost
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Soldiers during April training rotations at Hohenfels and Grafenwoehr.

A British Soldier attached to the 2 R Anglian, died April 14 at the Regensburg University
Hospital from injuries sustained in a vehicle-rollover accident at the Hohenfels Training

Area, according to a news release.

The accident also injured several other British Soldiers from the battalion, which was

conducting a mission-rehearsal exercise.

U.S. Army Pfc. Seth Miller, 18" CSSB, 16™ SB, was pronounced dead at the Amberg
Klinikum at 6:40 p.m. April 14 after a 5 p.m. vehicle accident at the Joint Multinational
Training Command, Grafenwoehr, in which Miller was pinned between two palletized

loading system trucks.

“It's only through adversity that we realize how close, how intimate, our bond as military
members is,” said Padre Robin Richardson, padre, 2 R Anglian, to the multinational

congregation of Soldiers and leaders.
Richardson led a time of reflection for the Soldiers.

Maj. James Hart, second-in-command, 2 R Anglian, said he appreciated the joint

worship service, and the opportunity to train with American forces at JMRC.

“I think it's extremely positive, and we have been very fortunate to have this training

opportunity,” Hart said.

Spc. Jessica McFadden, administrative clerk, 16" Special Troops Battalion, 16" SB,

Bamberg, sang “God Has Smiled on Me,” to the mixed congregation.

“It was very enlightening to have the privilege to sing for different Soldiers,” McFadden
said. “It's amazing how far we’ve come, as one, where different faiths and nations can

come together and celebrate the same purpose.”
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Spc. Jessica McFadden, administrative clerk, 16" Special Troops Battalion, 16" SB,
Bamberg, sings “What a Friend We Have in Jesus,” with British Soldiers from the 32"
Engineer Regiment, during a non-denominational, “joint, interagency, intergovernmental

and multinational” (JIIM) worship service for British and American Soldiers going through
separate rotations at the Joint Multinational Readiness Center, Hohenfels, April 20.



