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Married in Iraqg: A look into the lives of married Soldiers living together

MARRIED
By Sgt. Keith M. Anderson, 16™ SB Public Affairs

CONTINGENCY OPERATING BASE Q-WEST, Irag — The containerized housing
units here are smaller than a single-wide trailer in the U.S.— they’re closer to the size of
a backyard shed—»but they are 160-square-feet of refuge for the married couples that
inhabit them.

“I kind of like that whole small-space thing,” said Sgt. 1st Class Christopher Armstrong,
property book officer, 16th Sustainment Brigade. “We have enough space, and our CHU

is a home away from home.”

The 36-year-old from Cincinnati, Ohio, said deploying with his wife Sgt. 1st Class
Anilyn Armstrong, combat service support automation management office non-

commissioned officer in charge, 16th SB, has made this Irag tour much easier.

“It’s just one less stressor to deal with, at least for me,” Armstrong said “Think about it,
you could have the worst day ever, but you can go home and have someone to talk to
afterwards.”
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The Armstrong’s had to leave their sons, Jabbalexis, 16, and Chris Jr., 5, in Germany

with a caretaker for the deployment, but Christopher said they are in touch every day.

For Cpl. Heather Williams, human resources non-commissioned officer, and her husband
Sgt. Brandon Williams, combat net radio non-commissioned officer, both 16th SB, living

together this deployment is much better than the alternative.

“I’ve been deployed and he’s been behind, so we know what it’s like to be apart,”
Williams said. “So | always take other people’s feelings into consideration. People tell

me all the time ‘I don’t hate you I’m just jealous.””

The 22-year-old from Chico, Calif., said that she has two roles in Irag.

“I’m a Soldier, but I’m still a wife,” Williams said. “I still do the laundry, though it is

washed and folded for me by the laundry service.”

In their down time the couple plays EA Sports’ Madden NFL 2009 and NCAA Football
‘09, and Williams said she moved the beds into a bunk-bed setup to add more space for a

video game chair and bean bag chair.

“| can’t say that she’s won fairly, but she’s won before [playing video games],” said
Brandon, 23, Lusby, Md.

Brandon said there are pros and cons to living together downrange.

“It has its advantages,” he said. “She can vent to me if she’s had a bad day. But there are
disadvantages, too. There’s no space to walk away.”
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Heather and Brandon’s anniversary is Sept. 16, and they don’t have any children.

The tiny housing units and long, uninterrupted deployment stretch has an added benefit

for some couples.

“For us, being together — apart from our busy home life in the rear — allows for more
intimacy, it allows us to refresh and renew our love for each other,” said Sgt. Carl Feaster
I1, casualty/personnel tracking non-commissioned officer, support operations, 16th SB.
This is the third deployment for the 32-year-old from Buffalo, N.Y., but the first time
he’s been able to live together downrange with his wife of 11 years, Sgt. Ananka Feaster,
ID card non-commissioned officer in charge, 16th SB.

Of course there are the little arguments.

“| like the air conditioning really cold, but he doesn’t,” Ananka said. “I told him, “You’re
lucky you’re my husband, because if you were my roommate we’d have some
problems.””

And some issues are bigger.

Carl and Ananka, 36, Colon, Panama, left their son, Carl (111), 9, and a daughter, Carla, 3,

with Ananka’s mother in Germany.

“We see them everyday on webcam so it’s like we’re there, but it’s still hard,” said

Ananka.
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The Feasters celebrate their 12th anniversary Nov. 29.

“We might go to the MWR (Morale, Welfare and Recreation Center), watch a movie,

share some popcorn,” he said.

“That’s what we do, we watch movies,” she said. “We don’t have anything romantic to
do (at Q-West).”
-30-
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Sgt. Carl Feaster 11 and his wife Sgt. Ananka Feaster, both 16th SB, watch TV together in
the containerized housing unit they share at COB Q-West Sept. 10. “For us, being
together — apart from our busy home life in the rear — allows for more intimacy, it
allows us to refresh and renew our love for each other,” Carl said. This is the third
deployment for the 32-year-old casualty/personnel tracking non-commissioned officer
from Buffalo, N.Y., but the first time he’s been able to live with his wife downrange. The
Feasters celebrate their 12th anniversary Nov. 29. (U.S. Army Photo by Sgt. Keith M.
Anderson)



