
 
 
 
 
 

First Sergeant Richard E. Hinkle III - First Sergeant, 42nd Clearance Company,  
  54th Engineer Battalion 

 
First Sergeant Richard E. Hinkle III was born in Lewiston, New York on April 2, 1975.  He enlisted 
in the United States Army’s delayed entry program in 1992 and joined the active duty Army upon 
graduation from high school in 1993.  1SG Hinkle enlisted as a 21B Combat Engineer and 
attended Basic Training and AIT at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri. 
   
Throughout his 17 year career, he has served in a variety of leadership positions from Team 
Leader through First Sergeant.  His assignments include: Sapper and Team Leader 326

th
 

Engineer Battalion Fort Campbell, KY; Team and Squad Leader 41
st
 Engineer Battalion Fort 

Drum, NY; Section Sergeant 44
th
 Engineer Battalion Camp Howze, Korea; Squad Leader, 

Battalion S-2 NCOIC, and Sapper Platoon Sergeant 307
th
 Engineer Battalion Fort Bragg, NC; 

Personal Security Detachment Platoon Sergeant 4
th
 Brigade Special Troops Battalion Fort Bragg, 

NC;  TAC NCOIC, G-3 Engineer Cell, HHC 82
nd

 Airborne Division Fort Bragg, NC; Chief of 
Training, Operations, and Military Science Instructor at East Carolina University Army ROTC.  
1SG Hinkle’s deployments include Stabilization Force 6 in Bosnia, Operation Enduring Freedom 
III, Operation Iraqi Freedom III, Operation Enduring Freedom VIII.  
 
His military education consists of the Sapper Leader Course, Primary, Basic, and Advanced Non 
Commissioned Officer Courses, Instructor Trainer Course, Safe Unit Management Course, Light 
Leaders Close Combat Certification Course, Airborne, Air Assault, and Jungle Operations 
Training Courses. 
 
1SG Hinkle also holds an Associate’s Degree from Pierce College and is actively pursuing his 
Bachelor’s Degree from American Military University.  
 
1SG Hinkle’s awards include the Bronze Star, Purple Heart, Meritorious Service Medal (2OLC), 
Army Commendation Medal (3OLC), Army Achievement Medal (4OLC), Good Conduct Medal, 
Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service and Expeditionary Medals, 
Afghanistan and Iraq Campaign Medals, NATO Medal, Valorous Unit Citation, Sapper Tab, 
Combat Action Badge, Airborne, Air Assault, and German Foreign Jump Wings. 1SG Hinkle is 
also a recipient of the Bronze DeFleurey Medal.  
 


