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Soldiers, Civilians, and Families from the 
Kaiserslautern Military Community and across 
Germany filed into the Vogelweh Chapel with heavy 
hearts to pay their final respects to Staff Sgt. James R 
Ide V, a dog handler from the 230th MP Co.

4 Memorial Ceremony

8 The MP Ball
More than 850 guests gathered in Heidelberg, Germany, 

on Sept. 25 to celebrate the 69th Anniversary of the 
Military Police Corps Regiment

12 9th Det Inactivation 
and CoC

The 9th MP Detachment is inactivated and redesignated 
as the U.S. Army Regional Correctional Facility-Europe 
and welcomes Maj. Beth Richardson as its commander 
during a ceremony in Mannheim, Germany, Sept. 29.

PHOTOS
6 Around the Brigade

Photos highlighting some of the Soldiers of the 18th 
MP Brigade as well as the training and events our MPs 

participate in around the brigade and throughout 
Europe.

ON THE COVER:Staff Sgt. Brady Cramer, noncommissioned of-
ficer in charge of the color guard, 529th Military Police Company, 
leads the way as the colors are posted to begin the Military Police 

Corps Regiment’s 69th Anniversary Ball at the Village Pavilion on 
Patrick Henry Village in Heidelberg, Germany, Sept. 25. (Photo by 

Sgt. Adrienne Killingsworth, 18th MP Brigade PAO)
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Important!
Please take note of the following (approximate) closure dates for 

establishments in the Mannheim garrison.

Mannheim USO:
Possible closure on Oct. 30 due to staffing challenges. The garrison leadership is hopeful that the USO 

will continue to operate in a reduced capacity using volunteers. Discussions are ongoing. The USAG-
Mannheim leadership reads the ICE comments along with postings on the USAG-Mannheim Facebook 
page--please continue to provide them with your feedback.

Taylor Barracks:
Scheduled to close by December 2010. Facilities such as Outdoor Recreation, Vehicle Registration, 

and DFMWR Auto Skills will relocate to Spinelli Barracks by the end of the year. Military Colthing 
Sales will relocate to Coleman Barracks. Both Self-help and the SORT Center will relocate to Sullivan 
Barracks/BFV to continue to provide support to our community.

Village Grill:
On Sunday, Nov. 14, the mannheim Village Grill will close its doors for the last time. At a meeting 

on Sept. 15, the staff was informed about the business-based decision to close the restaurant. The 
Heidelberg NAF HR Office will work to place current employees in other 

available positions. The Top Hat Club remains open, as does the Bowling 
Center. *Exceptions to policy are still required to bring outside catering into 
any DFMWR facility.

Commissary Italian Cafe:
Closed Sept. 21 due to circumstances beyond the control of both 

DECA and USAG-Mannheim. Pasta bar operations at Patch Barracks, 
Vogelweh, Ramstein, Heidelberg, Weisbaden and Lakenheath all ceased 
operation on Sept. 21 and will remain closed until further notice.

There are no changes to VFW or Red Cross support in our community.

martyn.crighton@eur.army.mil
a.killingsworth3@eur.army.mil

DSN 380-5778 
DSN 380-5064

Attention all Mannheim residents
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Paying
Tribute

Story and photos by Sgt. Frank Sanchez III
21st TSC Public Affairs

Staff Sgt. James R. Ide V
 KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany – Soldiers, 

Civilians, and Families from the Kaiserslautern 
Military Community and across Germany filed 
into the Vogelweh Chapel here Sept. 9 with heavy 
hearts to pay their final respects to a military 
policeman and dog handler assigned to the 230th 
Military Police Company in Sembach, Germany.

Staff Sgt. James R. Ide V, a native of Festus, Mo., 
died of wounds sustained Aug. 29 when his unit 
was attacked with small arms fire near Hyderabad, 
Helmand Province, Afghanistan. He was assigned 
to the 21st Theater Sustainment Command’s 
230th MP. Co., 95th Military Police Battalion, 
18th Military Police Brigade.

Ide was a specialized search dog handler 
who served as a mentor for many of the military 
working dog handlers who traveled to the 
memorial from throughout Germany to pay their 
respects to this noncommissioned officer who 
worked at the military working dog kennel at 
Miesau Army Depot.

Capt. Joshua Larson, the company commander 
for 230th MP Co., wiped away tears at Ide’s 
memorial service as he described the kind of 
person Ide was to the hundreds of people in 
attendance. “Every person who Staff Sgt. Ide 
interacted with took away a sense of friendship and 
trust. He was a great American and an outstanding 
Soldier. He was a loving husband and father to 
his wife and two kids. I can tell that his duty to 
his country and protecting the freedoms of all 
Americans were at the forefront of his service,” said 
Larson.

Ide’s military service included a tour of duty 
in South Korea and two tours in Iraq. He was 
posthumously awarded the Bronze Star Medal and 
a Purple Heart.

Ide is survived by his wife, Mandy, their 7-year-
old daughter, Trinity, and their 1-year-old son, 
James.
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(Clockwise from left) Col. (Ret.) Ted Spain 
speaks with NCOs and officers of the 709th 
MP Battalion at a leadership session Sept 
21. Soldiers of the HHD, 95th MP Bn. learn 
about German weapons during their German 
marksmanship (Schützenschnur) qualification. The 
color guard from the 529th MP Co. prepares to 
march in a parade for the Belgian National Day 
Parade. The salute battery performs for Brig. 
Gen. Mark Bellini, at his retirement ceremony on 
Campbell Barracks in Heidelberg, Germany.



  

MP
Ball

MPs in Europe celebrate the 69th
Anniversary of the regiment

STORY AND PHOTOS
BY SGT. ADRIENNE KILLINGSWORTH

NEWS

ore than 850 military police Soldiers, 
family members and friends from 
throughout Europe came together 

Sept. 25 at the Village Pavilion on Patrick Henry Village in 
Heidelberg, Germany, to celebrate the 69th Anniversary of the 
Military Police Corps Regiment. 

For the second consecutive year, the MP Corps ball in 
Europe was hosted by the 18th Military Police Brigade here. 
Col. Thomas Evans, the commander of the 18th MP Bde. 
presided over the event, and Col. (retired) Ted Spain, the 
commander of the 18th MP Bde. from August 2002 to July 
2004 during the invasion of Iraq, was the guest speaker for the 
night. 

“His influence on our regiment continues today,” Evans said 
of Spain. 

“You could say Colonel Spain is significantly responsible 
for the current senior leadership of our regiment,” Evans said, 
noting the seven seated or former military police brigade 
commanders and 15 military police battalion commanders who 
have served under the guidance of Spain.

Spain brought with him a pride in the legacy of the MP 
Corps that was an integral part of this year’s theme – “The 
Army’s Triple Strand of Strength” – a motto meant to highlight 

M
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 2 “MY FATHER WAS A WORLD WAR II VETERAN AND HE 
WAS THE GREATEST MAN I EVER KNEW-- AND THAT 

WAS A GREAT GENERATION...
BUT YOU ARE EQUAL TO THAT GENERATION”

nation was asking you to do – and you’re a 
hero.’”

Evans paralleled those thoughts when 
he told the crowd what the purpose of the 
night’s festivities were and why the MP 
Corps can be so proud of its Soldiers.

“Tonight we reflect on the many 
sacrifices and accomplishments of our 
regiment,” Evans said. “In garrison and at 
war, we live our motto every day – ‘Of the 
troops and for the troops.’”

Not to be forgotten in the formula for 
what makes the MP Corps as strong as 
it is, spouses and family members were 
recognized for the contributions they make 
to keep their military police Soldiers and 
the Army strong.

Evans said that standing alongside every 
military police Soldier are thousands of 
family members and loved ones who make 
sacrifices as well for this great regiment. 

“It’s because of them and their Soldiers 
that we remain the force of choice,” he said.

While the MP Corps was established 
on Sept. 26, 1941, military police Soldiers 
can trace their history all the way back to 
the Revolutionary War and the “troops of 
Marechaussee” who were established as 
the provost for the Continental Army to 
apprehend deserters, rioters and stragglers, 
and who, in battle, were posted in the rear 
to secure fugitives.

the three military occupational specialties 
within the MP Corps: law enforcement, 
corrections and criminal investigation.

The punchbowl ceremony, or “grog” 
as it is commonly known, emphasized the 
night’s theme by including history from 
every unit represented at the ball and the 
unit’s contributions to the regiment and 
the Army.

The pride of the MP Corps could be 

seen throughout the night’s ceremonies 
and in the speeches given during the ball.

When Spain was introduced by Evans 
as the guest speaker for the night, many in 
the crowd already knew they were going 
to get a rousing speech. Spain had already 
made a strong impression on many of the 
18th MP Bde.’s Soldiers before the night of 
the ball.

While Spain was in Germany for the 
week leading up to the ball, he took the 
time to travel to the 95th Military Police 
Battalion here and the 709th Military 
Police Battalion in Grafenwoehr, Germany, 
to speak to their noncommissioned officers 
and officers about leadership.

During those conferences with the 
NCOs and officers, Spain spoke with great 
pride about the Soldiers he’d led and the 
Soldiers he sees in the MP Corps today; 
Spain’s speech at the ball continued on that 
theme.

“Be proud to be an MP, be proud of 
what you are doing,” Spain said to the 
audience at the ball. “You are the present 
and the future of the corps.”

 “My father was a World War II veteran, 
and he was the greatest man I ever knew – 
and that was a great generation,” Spain said, 
“but you are equal to that generation.”

“You are combat hardened,” he told 
them. “We have the strongest bench we’ve 
ever had in our Army.”

Spain went on to acknowledge and 
admire the sacrifices he has witnessed 
among the MP Corps and the strength that 
he has seen in its Soldiers. He specifically 
made mention of the troops he led during 

the invasion of Baghdad during Operation 
Iraqi Freedom 1 in 2003 and what their 
sacrifices and strengths meant to him.

“Many of the Soldiers I pinned purple 
hearts on would say they were just in the 
wrong place at the wrong time,” Spain said, 
“and anytime any one of them would say 
that, I would correct them. I’d say, ‘You 
were in the right place at the wrong time 
and you were doing exactly what your 

Spotlight

{ ON FACEBOOK!
MORE PHOTOS
FROM THE
MP BALL

History of the MP Corps
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Although Soldiers have been 
delegated to perform police-type 
duties  in the military since the 
beginning of armies, the seed that 
germinated the birth of the modern 
Military Police Corps can be traced 
back to the Revolutionary War.

On May 27, 1778, Congress 
established a “Provost” in the 
Continental Army. the unit, 
soon styled the “troops of the 
Marechaussee” (after the French 
term for their provost troops), was 
organized on June 1, 1778 at Valley 
Forge.

Many years later, during World 
War I, as troops of the American 
Expeditionary Forces began to arrive 
in France, the necessity for military 
police supervision and control 
became apparent.

Soon after, the military Police 
Service School began classes at 
the Caserne Changarnier in Autun, 
France. It was the first step in 
developing a professional corps.

The rapid buildup of the United 
States Army during World War II 
further highlighted the need for an 
organized Military Police Corps.

The Secretary of War responded 
by establishing a permanent Military 
Police Corps on Sept. 26, 1941. 
This date is rhe official birthday of 
the Military Police Corps. It marks 
the turning point in the corps’ 
history from a transitory branch of 
the Army to a permanent combat 
service support element during war 
and peace.

(1) This year’s take-
away gift for the MP 
Ball was a beer glass 
commemorating the 
Army’s Triple Strand 
of Strength. (2) Col. 
(Ret.) Ted Spain was 
the guest speaker for 
this year’s ball. Spain 
commanded the 18th 
MP Bde during OIF I. 
(3) Pfc. Chelsey Jones, 
an MP with the 529th 
MP Co., mixes the grog 
during the ceremony. 
(4) Once the formal 
portion of the ball 
ended, MPs and guests 
made the most of the 
dance floor.
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MANNHEIM, Germany—The unit 
formerly known as the 9th Military Police 
Detachment held a ceremony on Sept. 
29 at the Coleman Gym in Mannheim, 
Germany to welcome a new commander 
and to formally recognize their transition 
into what is now known as USARCF-E, 
or United States Army Regional 
Correctional Facility-Europe.

The significance of the event was 
highlighted by the array of guests who 
came to take part in the ceremony. Maj. 
Gen. Patricia McQuistion, commanding 
general of the 21st Theater Sustainment 

Command, and Brig. Gen. Jimmie Jaye 
Wells, deputy commanding general of 
the 21st TSC, were in attendance along 
with French and German police and the 
command team from the 18th Military 
Police Brigade. 

The transfer from operating as a 
military police detachment to operating 
as USARCF-E, is the final chapter in a 
process that began in 2007.

The Army Corrections Command 
was activated in Washington D.C. in 
2007 with the intent of aligning Army 
corrections facilities under a single 
organization. With the inactivation of 
the 9th MP Det., and the activation 
of USARCF-E, that process has been 
completed for the corrections facility 
here and it now falls under the U.S. Army 
Corrections Activity-Europe.

Cpt. Willie Harris III, commander 
of the 9th MP Det., was first to speak 
at the event where  he said his farewell 
and thanked the leadership of the 95th 
MP Battalion and the 18th MP Brigade 
for their support during his time in 
command. 

Harris made a point to note the 
impact of the inactivation of the 9th MP 
Det. when he said, “Today truly marks a 
significant point in military history that 
will bring a close to a great legacy.” 

After his farewell speech, Harris and 
1St Sgt. Samuel Paris, first sergeant of the 
9th MP Det., furled their unit’s guidon 
to signify that the unit had been officially 

inactivated.
With the inactivation of the 9th MP 

Det., it was time to activate the new unit 
by unfurling the new facility guidon. 
This honor was performed by Maj. Chad 
Goyette, the facility commander, and 
Master Sgt. Ronald Hussung, the facility 
sergeant major. 

With that action completed, 
USARCF-E now aligns directly under the 
Army Corrections Command.  However, 
the 18th Military Police Brigade will 
maintain operational control of the 
organization.

In keeping with the theme of 
change, the new guidon was then 
transferred between Goyette and Maj. 
Beth Richardson, the incoming facility 
commander of USARCF-E, signifying the 
new change of facility commander.

Evans spoke during the ceremony 
and made sure to thank and praise 
the outgoing detachment and facility 
leadership, as well as all of their Soldiers, 
for always accomplishing their duties with 
excellence. Evans expressed his trust and 
confidence in the new commander as the 
unit moves forward on its new path.

Goyette’s speech expressed his 
confidence in the facility and staff 
working there, saying, “Though today 
officially marks the end of the 9th 
Military Police Detachment, it does not 
end the tradition of excellence that the 
Soldiers, sailors, airmen, and civilians of 
this organization have embodied over 
the years. The men and women standing 
in front of you and sitting amongst 
you today will simply transition these 
high standards of excellence into a new 
organization.”

Richardson commented on how 
well the facility has been maintained by 
Goyette and Harris and how proud she 
is to take command of such a facility, 
and thanked them for making a smooth 
transition for her into her new position. 

NEWS
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“Today truly marks a significant point in military
 history that will bring a close to

a great legacy”
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Cpt. Willie Harris III, commander of the 9th MP det., and 1st Sgt. Samuel 
Paris, first sergeant of the 9th MP Det., furl the unit’s guidon at the 
inactivation ceremony Sept. 29.

Maj. Beth Richardson takes command of the newly designated U.S. 
Army regional Correctional Facility-Europe.

Soldiers stand with their new 
unit guidon as the 9th MP Det. is 
redesignated as the USARCF-E.



HHD, 95th MP BN &
HHC, 18th MP BDE

will be holding a 

Side Dish
Showdown!

*All dishes must be on the table and ready for judging at 17:30

@ Bldg 725 on Sullivan Barracks

To reserve your spot, 
contact

Fall
Fun F e s t &

Friday, October 29th

{Julie Stallings at juliestallings@yahoo.com
or

Tracie Evans at Tracie_L_Evans@hotmail.com


