
ARTICLE 139 
CLAIMS 

Phone: 06221-17-5263/5247 / 373-5263/5247 DSN 

Kaiserslautern Legal 
Services Center 

Phone: 483-8855/8856 (DSN) 
            0631-411-8855/8856 (CIV) 
Fax: 483-7407 (DSN) 
        0631-411-7407 (CIV) 

OSJA, HQ, 21st Theater Sustainm
ent Com

m
and 

Kaiserslautern Legal Services Center 

Unit 23203 
APO AE 09054 

C
ontact your local C

laim
s O

ffice or 
Legal A

ssistance O
ffice for assis-

tance and guidance w
ith the A

rticle 
139 process. 

   K
A

ISER
SLA

U
TER

N
 C

LA
IM

S O
FFIC

E 
 

R
O

O
M

 112, B
LD

G
. 3210, K

LEB
ER

 
K

A
SER

N
E, K

A
ISER

SLA
U

TER
N

 
 

H
O

U
R

S O
F O

PER
A

TIO
N

 
 

M
O

N
D

A
Y, TU

ESD
A

Y,              
W

ED
N

ESD
A

Y, FR
ID

A
Y  

0900-1130; 1300-1530 
 

TH
U

R
SD

A
Y 

1300-1530 

Last U
pdated:  08/2013  

  

Exam
ples of                               

A
ppropriate C

laim
s                            

under A
rticle 139: 

 
A Soldier starts a fight w

ith 
a civilian and breaks the    
civilian’s furniture. 

 
A Soldier is off-duty and in-
tentionally breaks a dow

n-
tow

n storefront w
indow

. 
 

A Soldier “borrow
s” a cell 

phone from
 another Soldier 

and sells it to a paw
n shop. 

 
A Soldier deliberately pours 
a beer into the stereo sys-
tem

 of another Soldier w
ho 

dated his girlfriend. 



A
rticle 

139 
of 

the 
U

niform
 

C
ode 

of 
M

ilitary 
Justice 

(U
C

M
J) allow

s com
m

anders 
to investigate allegations of a 
w

rongful 
taking 

or 
w

illful 
dam

age to property by S
ol-

diers. 
 

In 
som

e 
circum

-
stances, 

the 
A

rticle 
139 

claim
s 

process 
allow

s 
a 

com
m

ander to direct the Fi-
nance O

ffice to pay a victim
 

from
 the w

rongdoer's pay. 

If you believe you have an 
appropriate claim

 under A
rti-

cle 139, you m
ust subm

it it 
w

ithin 90 days of the inci-
dent. 

You 
m

ust 
provide 

a 
w

ritten and signed statem
ent 

that 
describes 

the 
incident 

and requests a sum
 in U

.S
. 

dollars.  You should also at-
tach evidence, in the form

 of 
photographs, police reports, 
receipts, 

and 
other 

docu-
m

ents, 
that 

supports 
your 

claim
. 

You m
ay present your claim

 to any 
officer, w

ho w
ill forw

ard it to the 
S

pecial 
C

ourt 
M

artial 
C

onvening 
A

uthority (S
P

C
M

C
A

) having juris-
diction 

over 
the 

Soldier 
against 

w
hom

 the claim
 is m

ade. 

If your claim
 appears to have m

erit, 
the S

P
C

M
C

A w
ill appoint an Inves-

tigating 
O

fficer 
(IO

). 
The 

IO
 

w
ill 

conduct an investigation and ren-
der findings and recom

m
endations 

regarding this investigation. To hold 
a S

oldier financially liable, the IO
 

m
ust conclude that it is m

ore likely 
than not that the S

oldier w
rongfully 

took or w
illfully dam

aged your prop-
erty. 

 
A

fter 
a 

legal 
review, 

the 
S

P
C

M
C

A w
ill m

ake a final decision 
regarding paym

ent of the claim
, or 

forw
ard it to a higher authority, de-

pending on the am
ount claim

ed. 

R
egardless of the outcom

e, both 
the claim

ant and the S
oldier w

ill be 
notified of the determ

ination and 
have the right to request reconsid-
eration. 

 
Article 139 Claim

s 
 

Exam
ples of  

Inappropriate C
laim

s 
under A

rticle 139: 
 


C

laim
s resulting from

 
negligent acts 


C

laim
s for personal   

injury or death 


C

laim
s resulting from

 
acts of m

ilitary person-
nel acting w

ithin the 
scope of their em

ploy-
m

ent 


C

laim
s resulting from

 
the conduct of R

eserve 
com

ponent personnel 
w

ho w
ere not subject to 

the U
C

M
J at the tim

e of 
the offense 


Subrogated claim

s,   
including claim

s by   
insurers 


C

laim
s for theft of ser-

vices (claim
 m

ust be  
for theft of property) 


C

laim
s for indirect or 

consequential dam
ages 
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