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D
riving tips to avoid 

 im
pact w

ith  
security barriers: 

 
D

rive very slow
ly across the bar-

rier 
 

D
o not cross the barrier at an an-

gle – drive straight across the 
barrier 


D

o not low
er your vehicle – driv-

ers w
ho m

odified a vehicle to 
have a low

er ground clearance 
assum

e the risk of dam
age from

 
objects on the ground  


M

aintain proper tire pressure – 
low

 tire pressure can low
er the 

height of the vehicle
 

 
K

eep in m
ind the num

ber of per-
sons in the vehicle – increased 
w

eight in the vehicle can low
er 

the vehicle  

 



S
ecurity 

barriers 
are 

com
m

on 
throughout the K

aiserslautern M
ili-

tary C
om

m
unity and are frequently 

located at the entrance and exit 
points of various posts.  They are a 
useful tool in m

aintaining the secu-
rity 

of 
the 

installation; 
how

ever, 
they som

etim
es protrude from

 the 
ground and pose a potential haz-
ard for vehicles passing over them

. 

D
rivers w

hose P
O

V
s suffer dam

-
age as a result of im

pact w
ith a se-

curity barrier m
ay file a claim

 under 
the M

ilitary C
laim

s A
ct.  H

ow
ever, 

for the C
laim

s O
ffice to pay such a 

claim
 the claim

ant m
ust dem

on-
strate that the dam

age w
as caused 

by a negligent act or om
ission of 

an em
ployee of the U

.S
. G

overn-
m

ent acting w
ithin the scope of his/

her em
ploym

ent. 
  

To pay a claim
 for dam

age caused 
by a security barrier, investigation by 
the C

laim
s O

ffice m
ust indicate that 

the security barrier w
as not properly 

installed.  N
asatka barriers like the 

one on the cover of this brochure are  
the m

ost com
m

on type of security 
barrier.  S

how
ing that a N

asatka bar-
rier w

as not properly installed can be 
a difficult task because these barri-
ers require little installation. N

asatka 
barriers 

are 
portable 

and 
are 

de-
signed to rest on top of the road sur-
face.  In som

e locations, these barri-
ers are sunk into the road surface; 
how

ever, in m
any other cases the 

barriers are sim
ply placed on top of 

the road.  They are designed so that 
a vehicle w

ith norm
al clearance can 

pass over them
 w

ithout dam
age if 

driven slow
ly and carefully. 

There is a strong presum
ption that 

dam
age to a P

O
V

 caused by im
pact 

w
ith a security barrier is due to the 

negligence of the driver and not a 
negligent act or om

ission of U
.S

.  
G

overnm
ent 

personnel 
acting 

w
ithin the scope of their em

ploy-
m

ent.  S
uch negligence includes 

low
ering the clearance of a vehicle 

and/or crossing the barrier at an 
inappropriate speed. 

C
laim

ants w
ho suffer dam

age to 
their vehicles as a result of a negli-
gent act or om

ission by a P
ond 

G
uard w

ill be referred to the appro-
priate 

point 
of 

contact 
w

ith 
the 

P
ond S

ecurity S
ervice to file their 

claim
.  These incidents typically in-

volve accidental deploym
ent of se-

curity barriers. 
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