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Article 139 Claims

An Article 139 claim allows
commanders, under Article
139 of the UCMJ, to investi-
gate allegations of a wrong-
ful taking or willful damage to
property by Soldiers. In
some circumstances, the Ar-
ticle 139 process allows the
commander to direct the Fi-
nance office to pay a victim
from the wrongdoer's pay.

If you believe you have an
appropriate claim under Arti-
cle 139, you must submit it
within 90 days of the inci-
dent. You must provide a
written and signed statement
that describes the incident
and requests a sum in U.S.
dollars. You should also at-
tach evidence, in the form of
photographs, police reports,
receipts, and other docu-
ments that support your
claim.

You may present your claim to any
officer, who will forward it to the
Special Court Martial Convening
Authority (SPCMCA) having juris-
diction over the Soldier against
whom the claim is made.

If your claim appears to have merit,
the SPCMCA will appoint an Inves-
tigating Officer (10). The 10 will
conduct an investigation and ren-
der findings and recommendations
regarding this investigation. To hold
a Soldier financially liable, the 10
must conclude that it is more likely
than not that the soldier wrongfully
took or willfully damaged your prop-
erty. After legal review, the
SPCMCA will make a final decision
regarding payment of the claim, or
forward it to a higher authority, de-
pending on the amount claimed.

Regardless of the outcome, both
the claimant and the soldier will be
notified of the determination and
have the right to request reconsid-
eration.




