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442  HOLDING INSTRUCTIONS 

442.1 When instructing an aircraft to hold, the time at which an aircraft is permit-
ted to continue its flight or may expect a further clearance shall be given in 
addition to the holding level. 

442.2 Detailed holding instructions shall be issued if one of the following condi-
tions prevails : 

 .21  the aircraft has to follow a holding procedure other than the published 
one;

   or 
 .22  the pilot reports that he is not familiar with the published holding proce-

dure;
   or 
 .23  the aircraft is required to hold over a point for which no holding proce-

dure is published. 

442.3 When issuing detailed holding instructions, the following items shall be 
mentioned : 

 .31  holding fix; 

 .32  holding level; 

 .33  inbound magnetic track to the holding fix; 

 .34  direction of turns; 

 .35  time along outbound leg or distance values, if necessary; 

 .36  time at which the flight may be continued or a further clearance can be 
expected.

443  PROCEDURES FOR THE CHANGE OF FLIGHT RULES 

443.1 Change of flight rules from IFR to VFR 

 .11  Flights for which a Y flight plan has been filed shall be cleared to the 
point where the IFR portion terminates. 

 .12  If a change of flight rules from IFR to VFR is requested for approaches 
to aerodromes below controlled airspace or to aerodromes for which no 
IFR approach procedure is published, a clearance to descend shall be 
issued only down to the specified Minimum IFR Cruising Level or to the 
Minimum Radar Vectoring Altitude (MRVA). 
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443.121   IFR flights below MRVA shall be cleared only for published IFR proce-
dures.

 .13  If a pilot intends to cancel the IFR portion of his flight plan during the flight 
and to continue his flight according to visual flight rules, the cancellation 
shall be approved if the traffic situation permits.

 .14  No invitation to change from IFR flight to VFR flight is to be made either 
directly or by inference. 

 .15  For the continuation of the flight according to visual flight rules below the 
Minimum IFR Cruising Level or the MRVA, the following reduced weather 
minima apply within the controlled airspace : 

   - flight visibility 3000 m; 

   - visual contact to the ground; 

   - clear of clouds. 

 .151   Requirement for the application of these minima : 

    - the transition from IFR to VFR takes place at the Minimum IFR Cruis-
ing Level or the MRVA; 

    - the controlled airspace is left immediately after the transition to VFR. 

 .152   Until leaving the controlled airspace, these flights shall be separated 
from other controlled flights requiring separation. 

 .153   The pilot shall be instructed to report leaving the controlled airspace. 

 .16  The responsible ATC flight data specialist shall be informed if the change 
of flight rules was not intended in the flight plan. 

 .17  If necessary, the pilot may be instructed to establish radio contact on the 
appropriate FIS frequency. 



BA APPROACH AND AREA CONTROL PROCEDURES FVK 

44 - 4 01.05.2006 DFS

443.2 Change of flight rules from VFR to IFR  

 .21  Flights for which a Z flight plan was filed shall be handled as VFR de-
partures.

 .22  The IFR clearance shall be issued by the control sector responsible for 
the area in respectively below which the IFR portion starts. 

 .23  The pilot shall be informed about the beginning of the IFR portion. If an 
IFR clearance is issued before entry into the controlled airspace, the pi-
lot shall be informed that the IFR clearance will be effective upon pass-
ing the Minimum IFR Cruising Level / MRVA respectively when reaching 
the published IFR departure procedure within uncontrolled airspace. 

 .24  For the climb from the lower limit of the controlled airspace to the Mini-
mum IFR Cruising Level / MRVA respectively until reaching the pub-
lished IFR departure procedure within uncontrolled airspace, the follow-
ing reduced weather minima apply : 

   - flight visibility 1.5 km; 

   - clear of clouds. 

 .241   The reduced weather minima shall apply only after issue of the IFR 
clearance.

 .242   Requirements for the application of these minima : 

    - the transition from VFR to IFR takes place at the Minimum IFR 
Cruising Level / MRVA resp. on the published IFR departure pro-
cedure within uncontrolled airspace; 

    - the climb between the lower limit of the controlled airspace to the 
Minimum IFR Cruising Level / MRVA resp. until reaching the pub-
lished IFR departure procedure is executed without delay. 

 .243  With the entry into the controlled airspace, these flights shall be 
separated from other controlled flights requiring separation. 

 .25  Until reaching the MRVA respectively the Minimum IFR Cruising Level 
the pilot remains responsible for maintaining the Minimum Safe Height. 
Radar vectoring shall not start before the aircraft reaches the MRVA 
wherewith the responsibility for maintaining the Minimum Safe Height 
changes to the controller even before reaching the Minimum IFR Cruis-
ing Level. 
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443.26  On request of the pilot, the IFR clearance may be issued before depar-
ture, this may also be done via telephone. The validity of the clearance 
is limited to a certain period of time. 

   Note : It shall be ensured that the transmission of the clearance to the 
pilot is recorded on tape. 

444  GPS / RNAV  

444.1 In case of an RNAV approach the pilot shall be informed about the planned 
type of approach in time. 

444.2 The aircraft shall be vectored to the final in a manner to allow that the initial 
approach altitude and at least 2 NM straight and level flight before passing 
the final approach point are ensured. 

444.3 After commencing the final approach a change from one final to the other or 
a change of the type of approach precludes the continuation as RNAV ap-
proach. After a change of final only a different type of approach (for example 
ILS) can be used. 

444.4 If the pilot reports "RAIM Alert" (failure of one or more satellites) : 

 .41  before the final approach point, the pilot will initiate a missed approach; 

 .42  behind the final approach point, the pilot will continue the approach. 

444.5 The RAIM prediction will be made available from the supervisor. 

444.6 GPS / FMS RNAV Transitions : 

 .61  CLEARED XXX TRANSITION 

   Clearance to fly the lateral part of a GPS / FMS route including the charted 
speed instructions. Altitude instructions shall be issued separately. 

 .62  CLEARED XXX TRANSITION AND PROFILE 

   Clearance to fly the lateral part of a GPS / FMS route including the charted 
speed and altitude instructions.


