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Sergeant First Class Joaquin Rivera, Jr. is the Equal Opportunity Advisor for the United 
States Army North Atlantic Treaty Organization Brigade. 
 
A native of the Bronx, New York, he entered the United States Army in 1997.  He attended 
Basic Combat Training at Fort Knox, Kentucky and Advanced Individual Training at Fort 
Gordon, Georgia where he graduated as a Network Switching Systems 
Operator/Maintainer (MOS 25F).   
 
His varied duty positions include: Senior Patriot Battalion Switch Operator/Squad Leader, 
5/52 ADA BN, 11

th
 ADA BDE, Fort Bliss, Texas;  US Army Recruiter, Sacramento REC BN, 

Fremont, California;  Training and Operations NCOIC and Single Shelter Switch 
Supervisor, 304

th
 Signal BN, 1

st
 Signal BDE, Uijeongbu, Korea;  Battalion Communications 

Relay Group Chief, and Battalion Communications Platoon Sergeant, 1/43 ADA BN, 11
th
 

ADA BDE, Fort Bliss, Texas;  Command Equal Opportunity Advisor, USANATO BDE, 
Sembach, Germany.  
 
His Operational and Combat deployments include Operation Southern Watch (2000), 
Operation Iraqi Freedom (2003), Operation Enduring Freedom (2009-2010).  
 
SFC Rivera is a graduate of the Warrior Leader Course, Advanced Leader Course, Senior 
Leader Course, Multi-TADIL Advanced Joint Interoperability Course (MAJIC), Modern 
Army Combatives Level I Course, Airload Planner Course, Environmental Compliance 
Officer Certification, Combat Life Savers Course, PATRIOT Air Defense Remote Launch 
Communication Enhancement Upgrade (RLCEU) Operator/Maintainer Course, United 
States Army Recruiter Course, the Defense Equal Opportunity Management Institute EO 
Advisor Course, Department of Defense Mediation Certification Course, Ask Care Escort 
Training Course, Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training (ASIST) Course, Sexual 
Harassment Assault Response and Prevention (SHARP) Certification Course.  
 
SFC Rivera’s awards and decorations include the Army Commendation Medal (5th OLC), 
Army Achievement Medal (7th OLC), Army Good Conduct Medal (5th Award), National 
Defense Service Medal (1 Bronze Star), Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, Global War 
on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Army Service 
Ribbon, Korean Defense Service Medal, Overseas Service Medal (Numeral 3), 
Noncommissioned Officer Professional Development Ribbon (Numeral 3), Recruiter’s 
Badge (3 Sapphire Stars), and the Expert Driver’s Badge. 


