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AEPE 14 October 2014

MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

SUBJECT: Minutes of the Army in Europe Retiree Council Meeting

1. The minutes of the Army in Europe Retiree Council meeting of 20 August 2014 have been
reviewed and approved.

2. The point of contact for this memorandum is COL (R )@oben Mentell, President, Army in
Europe Retiree Council at [+49] (171) 786-1669 or efhai .I ert.a.mentell. vol@mail.mil.
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AEPE-AERC 20 August 2014
MEMORANDUM FOR Commanding General, United States Army, Europe, ATTN: AECG,
Unit 29351, APO AE 09096

SUBJECT: Minutes of the Army in Europe Retiree Council Meeting

I. The 131st meeting of the Army in Europe Retiree Council (AERC) convened via
teleconference at 1000 hours.on 20 August 2014 hosted from the USAREUR Gl conference

room at Clay Kaserne, Wiesbaden. The first meeting was held on 29 August 1980.

2. The following persons were present:

a. Members: _
COL (Ret) Robert A. Mentell President
Mr. (LTC Ret) David V. Fulton Vice President
CW3 (Ret) Sandra K. Simpson Secretary
COL (Ret) Gary Langford Member
LTC (Ret) William K. Bergman Member
LTC (Ret) Sheldon L. Dick Member
SGM (Ret) Donald Norris Member
SGM (Ret) David B. Stewart Member
b. Advisory Members:
COL Michael R. Matthews Deputy, G1, USAREUR, and USAREUR Gl
Representative to the Council

Mr. Mike Malone Retirement Services QOfficer, IMCOM-Europe

c. Associate Members:
CDMCM (USN, Ret) Bruno Capista Member, European Tri-Component Retiree

Council
CMSgt (USAF, Ret) Bruce Collett Chair, European Tri-Component Retiree
: Council, and USAFE Member, USAF Retiree
Council
d. Visitors:
Mr. Bermnard Walker AFAP Program Manager, IMCOM-Europe

3. Opening Remarks. President welcomed all to the meeting.

4. Agenda and Minutes. The agenda and minutes were accepted as prepared.
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5. President’s Report. Office calls with Army in Europe leadership: The AERC President met
with: :

a. BG Norvell V. Coots, Commanding General, US Army Europe Regional Medical
Command (ERMC), to provide an initial orientation on supporting retired Soldiers in the Army
in Europe.

b. COL James D. Grady, Chief of Clinical Services, ERMC, and COL Michael G. Doran,
Commander, US Army Europe Regional Dental Command (ERDC) to re-contirm the concept
for the healthcare roundtable at the AE RAD. The concept was ratified and both indicated the
willingness of their commands to provide a member for the roundtable.

¢. Members of the VFW delegation during their visit to HQ, USAREUR, during a tour of
military units and eommunities in Europe. The AERC president made them aware of the
situation retired Soldiers in Europe face and their issues and concerns, specifically: expansion of
TRICARE Preferred Provider Network Program, support to retired Soldiers and their Families
and Survivors, and postal support to retired service members thru overseas military post offices.

In addition, the president will represent USAREUR at IPR #2 for the AE RAD hosted by USAG
Wiesbaden, which will be he.d on Saturday, 25 October 2014, at Clay Kaserne, Wiesbaden.

6. DCofS, G1, Report (COL Matthews).

a. USAREUR Transformation Update: No major changes. The announcement of the results
of the basing study, known as the European Infrastructure Consolidation Review, has been
delayed. -'

b. Changes in Leadership:

(1) The new USAREUR Deputy Commanding General, MG Walter E. Piatt is on board.
He replaced MG Richard C. Longo, who retired.

(2) The new USAREUR Chief of Staff is BG Markus Laubenthal of the German Army.

(3) LTG Donald M. Campbell, Jr., USAREUR Commanding General, will be retiring in
early November 2014. His replacement will be LTG Frederick B. Hodges, who 1s currently
serving as the Commander, Land Component Command, at Izmir, Turkey.

7. IMCOM-Europe Report (vir. Schoffinan represented by Mr. Malone).

a. IMCOM-Europe Transformation Update: USAG Schweinfurt and USAG Bamberg are
almost completely closed with services transitioned to USAG Ansbach.
Some retired Soldiers in the USAG Bamberg area are seeking services at USAG Bavaria, as
opposed to USAG Ansbach. :
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b. Changes in Leadership.:

(1) Ms. Kathleen Y. Matin, Region Director, IMCOM-Europe, is retiring in October. Her
replacement has not been anrounced.

{2} Mr. Robert P. Schoffiman, Assistant Chief of Staff, (1, is leaving as well as several
other members of the staff.

c. FY 15 Army Family Arg;:tion Plan schedule and procedures (Mr. Walker).

(1} Garrison conferences are scheduled as follows:
USAG Ansbach 7-9 October
USAG Bavaria 1213 November
USAG Benetux 2¢ November
USAG Rheinland-Pfalz 16-19 September
USAG Stuttgart 15-14 November
USAG Vicenza 17-18 November
USAG Wiesbaden 15-16 October

(2) There is a new process being staffed whereby Army major commands, including US
Army Europe, are no longer involved in the process of prioritizing AFAP issues going forward to
IMCOM and Army-level leadership. IMCOM-Europe is working with USAREUR to revise its
operations order to once again include USAREUR leadership in the AFAP process. The
president re-emphasized the important of the participation of retired Soldiers in garrison AFAP
conferences. The conferences provide another vehicle for surfacing for resolution issues and
concerns of the retired Soldier community. Moreover, they are a venue to sensitize retired
Soldier representatives to the:issues and concerns of the other members of the Army family and
the other members of the Army family to retired Soldier issues and concerns.

8. Retirement Services Ofﬁc:ar Report (Mr. Malone}.

a. 2014 Garrison Retiremznt Appreciation Days (RADs): All RADs are on schedule.
However, at this time, there may not be any DFAS personnel physically present at the RADs. It
was suggested that DFAS may be able to set-up a telelink for the RADs. The dates are:

USAG Benelux 4 October

USAG Stuttgart 9 Octcber

USAG Kaiserslautern | 5 October
USAG Vicenza 17 October

AE RAD/USAG Wiesbaden 25 October

b. Update on Garrison RSOs: All seven are on board and trained.
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¢. RSO Generic Email Address: All garrisons have the generic email address. It can be

found at:
http://www.imcom-europe.army.mil/webs/sites/europe_life/retiree/service_officers/index.html

9. AE RAD Hosted by USA(G Wiesbaden.

a. The AE RAD will be held at 0845 on Saturday, 25 October, in the Community Activity
Center (CAC), Building 1011, Clay Kaserne, Wiesbaden.

b. AE RAD Preparations: Mr. Fulton attended IPR #1 and COL Mentell attended IPR #2.
COL (Ret) Mentell and Mr. Fulton met with Ms. Mimms, the USAG Wiesbaden RSO, on 19
August and viewed the CAC. The area will be much more functional than last year as the
construction has been completed.

c. Speakers’ Program (COL (Ret) Mentell): LTG Campbell will open the meeting with
commander’s comments. LTG William B. Garrett 111, Deputy Commander, US European
Command (EUCOM), has been invited to be the keynote speaker as LTG Horoho, The Surgeon
General, has sent her regrets rhat she cannot participate. The president will also present a retired

Soldier update.

d. World War II Veterans’ Recognition (Mr. Fulton): At the direction of USAREUR
leadership, World War II veterans will also be recognized at the AE RAD. Mr. Fulton is
consolidating a list of WWII veterans known to be living in the European footprint. The intent is
to forward this list of names to Washington to obtain Presidential certificates for these veterans.
USAREUR will work the issues of attendance for those veterans who can participate.
USAREUR G1 will issue invitational travel orders for the veterans. One of the major issues will
be transportation. The local 1etiree councils may need to provide assistance to veterans who
would like to come to the RAD but who would need transportation support.

e. Healthcare Roundtable (COL (Ret) Mentell/SGM (Ret) Norris): The roundtable will be
held in the speakers’ program. area. Invitations will go out to CG, ERMC; Cdr, ERDC; and
Executive Director, TRICARE Area Office Eurasia/Africa. Although initial indications were
that SGM (Ret) Norris would not be available to moderate the roundtable, subsequent to the
meeting he was able to confirm that he would be available.

f. Retiree Council Presidents” Meeting (COL (Ret) Mentell): The meeting will be held in the
1* floor conference room in the CAC. Invitations will go out to all of the presidents of Army
retiree councils in Europe, the European members of the Chief of Staff, Army, Retiree Council,
the Secretary of the Navy Retiree Council, and the US Air Force Retiree Council, as well as to
our colleagues in USAFE, NAVEUR, and the EUCOM J-1.

10. 2014 Secretary of the Navy Retiree Council Highlights ( CDMCM (Ret) Capista). The
report has not yet been published but the major highlights include:
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a. The extension of Agen: Orange coverage to Blue Water units which operated off the coast
of Vietnam '

b. The opening to retired service members of commissary and exchange privileges in Rota,
Spain :

¢. The conduct of a test raising the postal weight limit for retired service members to five
pounds. :

d. The urging that service members receiving a DD Form 214 be required to provide an email
address in the comments section to ensure that official communication can be maintained
following separation or retirement.

e. The urging that DFAS be used to distribute Shift Colors and Semper Fi on-line.

11. 2014 European Tri-Com:onent Retiree Council (ETRC) Highlights (CMSgt (Ret) Collet).
The spring meeting of the ETRC was held telephonically on 15 July. The issues currently
supported by the council inclade:

a. Monitoring of the impact of the Affordable Care Act on retired service members who
reside overseas '

b. Expansion of the TRICARE Preferred Provider Network Program to include areas where
there are many retirees but no tonger an active duty infrastructure

c. Continued DFAS support at European theater RADs
d. Military postal support_i.to retirees overseas to include implementation of the test program.

12. USAF Annual Retiree Council (CMSgt (Ret) Collet). Resulis have not yet been briefed to
Chief of Staff, Air Force, and are not available at this time.

13. 2015 Chief of Staff. Army Retiree Council (CSARC) - Call for Issues (COL Mentelt (Ret)
/SGM (Ret) Stewart). '

a. COL (Ret) Mentell announced a call for issues for submission to the CSARC for its
consideration. Potential issues should be submitied to the AERC so they may be considered at
the 24 October meeting of the council. Selected issues will be coordinated with J1, EUCOM,
and the other components at the December meeting of the ETRC.
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b. Mr. Malone announcec! that IMCOM-Europe has already tasked their garrisons with
submitting issues by 12 September.

c. Army in Europe/EUSA Postal Issue Update (SGM (Ret) Stewart):

(1) Eighth Army (EUSA), located in Korea, believed that SOFA agreements were the
cause of postal weight limitations imposed on retiree mail. However, upon closer examination it
was revealed that the issue is actually the result of an agreement between the Republic of Korea
and US Army Korea - not a SOFA issue. This agreement allows a parcel of any weight to be
mailed out, but contains restrictions on the weight of parcels coming in. This agreement may be
able to influence the decision on U.S. Army Europe's open issue of retiree mailing restrictions.

(2) COL (Ret) Mentell has requested an update on the number of “R” Boxes in theater as
the data has changed due to the closure of garrisons.

(3) Representatives of the three component retiree council will work to develop a strategy
to pursue this issue in a coorclinated fashion.

14. Progress Report: Liaison Responsibilities (SGM (Ret) Norris).

a. Total percentage of collective liaison efforts by council members rose this quarter despite
the fact that one community (Vicenza) was still without council member presence.

b. Since the last meeting, the nine members of the council made timely liaison with 93% of
the 145 assigned contacts.

c. The president reminded council members of the importance of this function.
15. Progress Report: RetirezInfo List Server (LTC (Ret) Dick).

a. The number of individuals subscribing and the number of individuals unsubscribing are
about equal. Therefore the number of subscribers remains at about 1,700. There are still about
200 invalid addresses that need to be updated or deleted.

b. It is still important that email addresses be requested and recorded at the various garrison
RAD:s.

c. The subscription procedures to the Retireelnfo List Server can be accessed by clicking on
the RetireeInfo List Server notice at the lower right-hand corner of the USAREUR G1 web page
at http://www.eur.army.mil/gl/. Mr. Malone agreed to include the procedures in future issues of
the IMCOM-Europe Retiree Bulletin.

16. Progress Report: AERC Public Affairs Plan (SGM (Ret) Stewart). SGM (Ret) Stewart
requested input from the council members. Suspense for this action is 12 September.
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Goal is to have the USAREUR Public Affairs Office review the plan and the council approve it
at the October AERC meeeting.

17. Progress Report: AERC Futures Study (Mr. Fulton). The committee, chaired by the vice
president, is considering various aspects of the future of the council. The vice president
requested to have council member input by 12 September.

18. Observational Feedback (AII). General comments from the council were that telephonic
meetings are not as productive as the in-person meetings and that the council leadership should
continue to seek G1 support in resourcing four in-person AERC meetings per year.

19. Volunteer Hours. Memkters were reminded to submit their hours through VMIS or to share
them with COL (Ret) Menteli for posting.

20. Council Administration (:'COL (Ret) Mentell).

a. Existing Membership Vacancies:
Vice Grunell (northern Ttaly area)

b. Projected Member Vacancies (thru 3rd Qtr, CY 15):
COL (Ret) Mentell - 30 Jun 15
SGM (Ret) Norris - 30 Sep 15

c. Unprojected Member \f’acancies(thru 3rd Qtr, CY 15):
SGM (Ret) Stewart — 30 Jun 15

d. Existing Officer Vacancies:
None :

e. Projected Officer Vacancies (thru 3rd Qtr, CY 15):
President - 30 Jun 15

f. Un-projected Officer Vacancies (thru 3rd Qtr, CY 15):
None :

21. Review of Immediate Action List (Mr. Fulton). The following issues were identified and
requiring near term action:

a. SGM (Ret) Stewart will ask his CONUS point of contact for Presidential certificates if
the WWII certificate has a standard citation.

b. LTC (Ret) Bergman v;rill research who owns the TMP transportation assets he has
previously identified in Benelux.
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¢. Mr. Fulton will send E)GM {Ret) Stewart the list of known WWII veterans for forwarding
to HQDA. '

d. All AERC members will review the Public Affairs Campaign Plan and provide comments
to SGM (Ret) Stewart by 12 September.

e. All AERC members will provide an assessment to Mr. Fulton NLT 12 September 2014
on their interest and ability to rematn members of AERC beyond September 2015,

22. Selection of Meeting Dale/Adjournment. The next meeting will be on Friday, 24 October
2014. This meeting will be held in-person in Wiesbaden in conjunction with the AE RAD on
Saturday, 25 October. The meeting was adjourned at 1213 hours.

Digitally signed by
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