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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
UNITED STATES ARMY EUROPE
UNIT 29351
APO AE 03096-9351

22 February 2015

MEMORANDUM FOR Commanding General, United States Army, FEurope, ATTN: AECG,
Unit 29351, APO AE 09096

SUBIJECT: Minutes of the Army in Europe Retiree Council Meeting

1. The 133rd meeting of the Army in Europe Retiree Council (AERC) convened at 1000 hours
on 4 February 2015 via teleconference from the USAREUR. G1 conference room on Clay
Kaserne, Wiesbaden. The first meeting was held on 29 August 1980,

2. The following persons were present:

a.

Members:

COL (Ret) Robert A. Mentell
LTC (Ret) David V. Fulton
CW3 (Ret) Sandra K. Simpson
COL (Ret) Gary Langford
LTC (Ret) Sheldon L. Dick
CSM (Ret) Samuel Coston
SGM (Ret) Donald Norris
SGM (Ret) David Stewart

Advisory Members:
COL Michael R. Matthews

Mr. Mike Malone
Associate Members:

CDMCM (USN, Ret) Bruno Capista

CMSgt (USAF, Ret) Bruce Collet

Guest
Mr. Eduardo Francis

President

Vice President
Secretary
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member

Assistant Deputy Chief of Staff, G1,
USAREUR, and USAREUR G1 Representative
to the Council

Retirement Services Officer, IMCOM-Europe

Chairman (incoming), European Tri-Component
Retiree Council, and Europe Member of the
Secretary of the Navy Retiree Council
Chairman (outgoing), European Tri-Component
Retiree Council and Europe Member of the US
Air Force Retiree Council

Chief, Policy Branch, Office of the Deputy
Chief of Staff, GI, USAREUR
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3. Agenda and Minutes. The agenda for this meeting and minutes for the 24 October 2014
were accepted as prepared.

4, President’s Report (COL Mentell)

a. President expressed condolences from the Council to LTC Fulton over the recent deaths
in his family. He extended best wishes for a speedy recovery to COL (Ret) Chuck Westpheling,
a former member of the Council, and to MG (USAF, Ret) Charles Wilson, one of the World War
II veterans recognized at the Army in Europe Retiree Appreciation Day (AE RAD) last October.

b. He announced the resignation from the Council of CW4 Melanie Ladra, who is returning
to CONUS.

¢. Office Calls with Army in Europe Leadership:

(1) President met with LTG Hodges, USAREUR Commanding General, and briefed him
on Supporting Retired Soldiers in the Army in Europe. The meeting included BG (DEU)
Laubenthal, USAREUR Chief of Staff, CSM Davenport, USAREUR Command Sergeant Major,
Mr. Gottardi, USAREUR DCS, G1, and Mr. Formica, IMCOM-Europe Region Director.

(a) The CG expressed his commitment to support the Retired Soldiers Community in
the Army in Europe.

(b) He also confirmed his visit with the AERC at its meeting in May 2015 and his
participation in the AE RAD in October 2015.

(2) President met with Mr. Gottardi. He thanked the Council for the work 1t was doing
and praised Mr. Francis for organizing the World War I Veterans Recognition ceremony at the
AE RAD last October. He challenged the Councii to identify a theme for the AE RAD this
coming October.

d. Army in Europe Retirement Services Program Oversight Panel: The panel met on 3
February in Sembach. Participating were COL Matthews, Ms. Lynn Lott, ACofS, G1, IMCOM-
Europe, COL Mentell, Mr. Malone and Mr. Francis. The meeting was a very cordial and
productive. Minutes will be forthcoming.

¢. Chief of Staff, Army, Retired Soldier Council {(CSARSC). On 12 December 2014, the
Secretary of the Army re-approved the charter for the council which changed its name from
Chief of Staff, Army, Retiree Council (CSARC).
5. DCS., G1, Report (COL Matthews).

a. USAREUR Transformation Update: No significant changes.
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b. Changes in Leadership:

{1) MG Walter E. Piatt, USAREUR Deputy Commanding General, will be leaving to
become Director of Operations, Readiness and Mobilization, Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff,
G3/5/7, US Army. BG William K. Gayler, who 1s currently servicing as the Director, Officer
Personnel Management Directorate, US Army Human Resources Command, will become the
new DCG.

(2) CSM David S. Davenport Sr., USAREUR Command Sergeant Major, will be leaving
to become Command Sergeant Major, US Army Training and Doctrine Command, His
replacement has not been identified at this time. CSM Rodney J. Rhoades, Command Sergeant
Major, 21st TSC, will be the acting USAREUR Command Sergeant Major.

6. IMCOM-Europe Report (Mr. Malone for Ms, Lott).

a. IMCOM-Europe Transformation Update: IMCOM-Europe will provide the Council with
a full transformation update briefing at its May 2015 meeting.

b. Changes in Leadership:

(1) Mr. Michael D. Formica is the new Regional Director. He is a retired US Army
colonel who commanded a brigade combat team in Operation Iragi Freedom 11, His last duty
position was as Assistant Deputy Chief of Staff G-3/5/7, and Deputy G-3 for Training at
Headquarters, U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command.

(2) COL John P. Stack, Garrison Commander, US Army Garrison Stuttgart, will change
command in March 2015. COL Glenn K. Dickenson will be the new garrison commander.

(3) Mr. Patrick Rothbauer, Deputy Garrison Commander (Brussels), has departed. Mr.
Derrick Hood, will be the new deputy garrison commander.

7. Retirement Services Officer Report (Mr. Malone).

a. 2015 Garrison RAD Schedule: Mr. Malone will provide an updated list at the May
meeting. The current scheduled is:

e 21 May: USAG Ansbach

¢ 3 October: USAG Benelux

9 October: Schinnen/Brunssum

13 October: USAG Rheinland-Pfalz / Ramstein AB
16 October: USAG Vicenza

22 October: USAG Stuttgart

23 October: USAG Bavaria

31 October: AE RAD hosted by USAG Wiesbaden
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b. Update on Garrison RSOs: Ms. Shelly Mimms, RSO, USAG Wiesbaden, will be leaving
within 60 days. Mr. Willie Chandler is the new RSO for USAG Vicenza.

c. RSO Generic Email Addresses: Mr. Malone will discuss with the IMCOM [T Enterprise
office to see if they can create aliases that will make the email address easier for users to 1dentify
than the organizational email addresses currently used.

8. European Tri-Component Retiree Council Backbrief ({CMSgt Coilet).

a. The ETRC met on 10 December 2014. COL Michael Matthews, the USAREUR active-
duty member of the ETRC, hosted the meeting which was chaired by CMSgt Coliet, The
remaining two ETRC retired members participated. Guests included both of the Europe
members of the Chief of Staff, Army, Retired Soldier Council, and one of the two Europe
members of the Secretary of the Navy Retiree Council.

b. The council identified five priorities that will be brought up at the appropriate level:

¢ [Establishment of a training program for RSO/RAQ volunteers

e DFAS support for RADs including a virtual presence if a physical presence is not
possible

e Increase of Military Postal Support for Military Retirees Overseas

o Issuance of Common Access Card for Retiring Service Members to enhance cyber
security

¢ Expansion of the TRICARE Preferred Provider Network Program

¢. Minutes will be forthcoming.

9. Military Compensation and Retirement Modernization Commission (MCRMC). The long-
awailed report of the commisston was released on 29 January 2015. While this is still a report
and legislation would be required to make any changes, there are many areas that could impact
current and future Retired Soldiers. One of the more significant ones would be the elimination
of TRICARE options for Retired Services Members under 65 and their dependents and replacing
them with a number of commercial health insurance options (similar to the Federal Employees
Health Benefit Program). President encouraged AERC members to read the handouts provided.

10. Chief of Staff, Army, Retired Soldier Council.

a. Army in Europe Issues (COL Mentell). The Army in Europe submitted five issues for
constderation by the CSARSC. All have been accepted for presentation:

Common Access Cards for Retired Soldiers

Training Program for Retired Soldier Volunteers

TRICARE Notification of Change in Benefits

Instilling the Soldier for Life Philosophy into the Culture of Retired Soldiers
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e DFAS Virtual Support to Retiree Appreciation Days

b. Preparations (SGM Stewart/LTC Fulton): The change-over of membership on the
CSARSC occurs on Monday, 20 April 2015, the date the council convenes. Until that time both
SGM Stewart, the outgoing Army in Europe member, and LTC Fulton, the incoming Army in
Europe member, will work on the transition to LTC Fulton assuming full responsibilities.

11. USNAVEUR Retiree Council Update (CDMCM Capista). Commander, US Navy Region
Europe Africa and Southwest Asia, has expressed interest in becoming more involved in Retired
Sailor and Retired Marine matters.

12. USAFE Retiree Council Update (CMSgt Collet).

a. The results of the May 2014 US Air Force Retiree Council meeting have not yet been
briefed to Chief of Staff, Air Force. The next council meeting will be in May 2015.

b. There is a recommendation to be proposed stating that Retired Service Members in
Europe be given the same kind of hiring preference that Retired Service Members in CONUS
have.

13. Retiree Demographics (COL Mentell). As of 30 September 2014, there were 14,684 Retired
Services Members and 2,472 Annuitants residing in Europe, Africa and the Middle East, the
geographical area in which the Army in Europe is responsible for providing retirement services.

a. Just under half of the Retired Service Members (47%) were Retired Soldiers and over
half of the Retired Service Members (55%) resided in Germany. The general trend of the total
population is slightly downward.

b. Well over half of the Annuitants (58%) were survivors of Retired Soldiers and over half
of the Annuitants (52%) resided in Germany. The general trend of the total population is slightly
downward.

14. Progress Report. Liaison Responsibilities (SGM Norris):

a. Total percentage of collective liaison efforts by the Council members increased this
quarter with the addition of a council member from the Vicenza area.

b. Since the last meeting, the ten members of the Council made timely liaison with 112 of
the 132 assigned contacts for a “go rate™ of 85%.

¢. President reminded Council members of the importance of this function.

15. Progress Report. AERC Future Study (LTC Fulton): The AERC Executive Commitiee met
before the meeting and reviewed a series of questions that the President had drafted. President



AEPE-AERC
SUBIJECT: Minutes of the Army in Europe Retiree Council Meeting

will send the questions to all AERC members asking them to respond to LTC Fulton with
recommendations. LTC Fulton will compile the recommendations and report back to the

Council at the May 2015 meeting.

16. Observational Feedback (All). Dental clinics in the Stuttgart and Wiesbaden garrisons have
become much more responsive to the dental needs of Retired Service Members. Retired Service
Members living near the former garrisons of Schweinfurt and Bamberg have made successful
transitions in obtaining Box-R mailboxes from other garrisons.

17. Volunteer Hours. Members were reminded to submit their hours through VMIS or to share
them with COL Mentell for posting.

18. Council Administration {COL Mentell).

a. Existing Membership Vacancies:
Vice CW4 Ladra

b. Projected Member Vacancies (thru 4th Qtr, CY 15)
SGM Stewart - 30 June 15
SGM Norris - 30 Sep 15

¢. Existing Officer Vacancies
None

d. Projected Officer Vacancies (thru 4th Qtr, CY 13)
President - 31 Dec 15

19. Review of Immediate Action List (LTC Fulton): LTC Fulton asked council members to read
in detail the MCRMC report and provide feedback to him in preparation for the CSARSC
meeting. He also asked that by 1 March 2015, AERC members provide him and COL Mentell
potential themes for the AE RAD.

20. Selection of Meeting Date/Adjournment. The next meeting will be on 28 May 2015,
Meeting was adjourned at 1200.

MENTELL.ROBERT r&we mseaarossreoro

A A.1098576270  minaemiesmsren
ICHAEL R. MATTHEWS ROBERT MENTELL
COL, GS COL, USA (Retired)
DCS, G1, Representative President
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