The American Viewpoint of the Battle

The following are selections from After Action Reports submitted by the 28th Infantry
Division and the 112th Infantry Regiment for the period of early November 1944. Included
with this material are interviews with select personnel of the 707th Tank Battalion that
supported the 112th Rgt during the attack on Schmidt.

The original microfilm from which these were taken were in average condition, and thus
some small portions may be eligible. Nevertheless, participants in the staff ride will gain
tremendous insight from what they can glean from these reports.
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VOSSrNACK-KOA(PRSCHEIDT=SCHMIDT
(2=9 November 1944)

Cﬂpﬁm A, 707th Tkosna<“)l

Interview wdth: Capt.Bruce M, Hestrup, Ce.C.O.
: 1/Lt.Raymond E.Fleig, lst plateen leader

2/Lt. Richard H, Payne, 3rd plateon leader,

Place: A Cempany CP, Reetgen,Germany, 14 Movember 1944

All of the abeve efficers were with the ferward group which was cut eff in
Kemmerscheidt with ul aments ef the 112th and later 110th Inf(3rd Bn) fer appreximatoly
three dgps., "A" Ceapany was the enly tank unit to cress the draw between Vessenack
and Kemmershceidt and furnish clese suppert in the disastrous attack ef the 112th Inf.
Regiment on the tewn of Schmidi, Lt, Fleig was in command of the 9 epsratienal tanks

during most ef the peried, L=9 Noveader,
2/Lt.Rehn J, Clark, the 2nd platoen leader, was inhured in action en the 4th ef

Nevember,
Cverlay: 1/25,000 sheat 5304,

Interviewer: Captain John S, Howe (V Cerps )
(=

Capt, Hestrup
"A" Cempany was initially assigned te a reserve pesitien in the Cermeter Area., Its

missien was te suppert by fir the attack ef the 2nd Bn 112th Inflntry and "C" Cempany ef
the 707th Tk Bn en the tewn ef Vessenack, te guard against a pessible ceunterattack frea
Hurtgen and the NE, and, lastly, teo be prepared te suppert the attack ef the lst and

3rd Bns, 112th Infantry en the town ef Schmidt,
At absut 1800 heurs en 2 Nevember, I was called te the CP of the 112th Inf and teld

that A cempany was te suppert the attack ef the 3rd Bn 112th en 3 Norember with the
misden of first taking and securing the tewn $¢ Kemmeracheidt, then driving ea te
seise, conselidate and establish read blocks in the tewn of Schaidt, I then met Lt, Cel
Fleed, CO of the 3rd Bn 112th and we made detailed plans fer the attack,

This was the plang The infantry were to use the NS read threugh Gemter as an IP,
They were te cress this IP at 0700 heurs, 3 Nevember, K Cempany en the right, leading
in celumn of platesns. L cempany en the left and about 300-400 yards te the rear ef K

Cempany. The companies #ere to maintain this relative pesition until they reached the

vieinity of the church in Vessenacke Whén the. reached 8 peint, K coempany was te
E | RAREWE : : Vs 8
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8Y (vl ! NARA, DATE ; gie 4

A Company 707th Tx.Bn. (M)

halt and reerganise while L -sapany meved up te and abreast of them. Then the tws com-
panies were te changs direct! n ard attack te the ssuth, abreast, K cempany en the right
acress country te take Komme-scheldt. (This will have te be checied against the mterial
ebtained frem the 112th Infaatry by Capt.®ex.| Capt,Hestrup, after the interview was all

finished stated that he was »t pesitive that he had ths relative peaitiens of K and L

cempanies abselutely cerrect

The tanks were to be - oleyed reughly as fellews: 3rd platten in suppert ef K
cempany., 2nd plateen in m: srt eof L Company. The lst platoen was te be held in mebile
reserve and fellew the ether two platoens by appreximately 40O yards.

T™e twe assault platoens af tanks were te leapfreng each ether in suppert ef the
assaulting infantry, sheeting inte the draw north ef Vessenack where there were still
seme Germanixm infantry and mertars reperted, Also, if necessary, inte bullding in the
town of Yessenack preper.(This because the leading infantry which had previously taken
Vessenack ea the 2nd e’ Novazber...2nd Bn 112th,..had reperted the presence of snipers
in the western end ef tewn,

When the attack halt- ' to allew the iafantry te reerganise and change directien,
the tanks wers te pass threuzh them ard lead eut acress the high ground seuth of Vessen-
sck, assist in cleaning eu' :ny Germans frem dug in pesitiens en the nese of this hill,
preceed as clese as pessit  te the weeds lins en the ferward slepe of this nese, and
fire inte the weeds until + infantry had passed threugh them, Then the tanks w;ro te
pull back te pes tiens en o higher greund frem which they oceuld fire ints Kemmerecheidt
fire until they could see ‘"o infantry geing ever the tep of the hill immediately nerth
of the tewne(I asked Ca~t. sstrup what means ef cemmunicatien they planned te use as a
tcease fire' arder when the infartry reached the ferward area, He sald that they had
planned to rely mainly en . (a1l means, In add ti en hewever, the assault companies were
te lay wWire as they advanc 1. If necessary this line weuld 'be used to give the cease
fire erder te the tanks. They did not plan te make use o pyretechnics. JSH)

(:.‘.\r‘ The infamtry neved st

4.9
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m plateen celumn, abeut 5 yards between men, reached Vessermck with pe recistanc ‘u-r:
rurganizod. The tanks pulled ahead ente the noee 1{ th high gremed seuth of héwa
uﬂ fired inte the weds until the infartry had p-uod threugh them,( Ons putnn, the
an, under Lt. Clark, wernt censidsrebly farther to the easterm end of tewn tma vas
lppu'ontly planned befere it attempted ts turn ssuth, The firirg of this platesa cawmed
considerable concern aneng the tanks o C company, Lt. Clark's tank struck a aine

abeut 300 yards east ef the chanch,..See interview llth C cempany 707th.)

Then the tanks pulled back up ente the Mgh greund aouth of Vessenack and fired ever irte
K‘ueruhcoidt. we 1{fted eut fire abeut 1100 when we saw the infarkry geling up the

hiyx ground en the other «de of the draw. They were in good fermatien. A deudble }.im
of skirnishers, There appeared to be almost ne enemy resistance aside frea spasasdic ar-
H.lury and/er mortar fire, Centrel ef the infantry at that point appeared to be excel-
_lont.

As seon as we had cpossed the read leading ssuth frem Bossenack we bogan te draw
me mertar fire, Artillery fire for abeut a half an hewr (0800-0830) was almost nen~
;oxlctont. Then it begm te increase,

* When we lifted eur fire abeut 1100, we teok as much defilade as was pessible en the

;i\ne of the high greund ssuth eof Uessenack. Thers, we waited fe» werd frem the engineers

tblnt the road threugh the draw was passable,

At abeut 1700, werd came frem Lt.Cel.Ripple, our Bn CO, axd net dirocth frea the
!ndnura as I had understeed it was to come, that the engimoro had sent ward the read
wn passable, Having seen this read earlier in the day, I deubted that it was passable,

-és., 1 ook one of my tanks and started dem this read inte the draw, When I had gene
?nbout a quarter of the war past the peint where the read eaters the weds, and nerthern
ord of the draw, ddrkness had begun te sst in, The tank was having great difficulty

reaianing en the road which was very ulippery. '!hs ‘1a£4 sheulder of tho read, slepirg
a\;;"tnlrdl the draw, kept giving avaye ‘nn road was about nine foot wide, Se was the tanke
Thero were rocky fermatiens Jutting eut sf m'bmk on the rim side of the read, The
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tmk slipped and nearly went off the laft bank dewn inu the draw, I decided to halt,
Backcd the tank eut of there and returned te the Mgh ground where the rest of the tanks
hld remained, g

T; I then reperted te Cel,Ripple that the read was um impassable, He teld oe te o

und by while he called this {nformation en to higher headquarters., Shertly affer this,

lbout 1900, he .alled me back te tell me that the enginsers were cening te woerk en the
rgld all night. I wae te be ready te move threugh and int 0 Kemmsrascheldt and Schmidt at
dun the next morning, 4 November,

32‘ We remained in these pesitiens for the night. Considerasble enemy artillery and mor-
f.gr fire fell in the area, Several of the tanks recelved direct hits, Aside from havirg
airena and headlights and other minor flxtures blewn off, and porsonal gear such as bed

rolls, ghelter halves, etc,, perforated or tern, ne tank suffered material damage,

& Up to this time, we had lest three of eur 16 uakh O, the tank ef Lt, Clark,

lﬁd struck 8 mine in the eastern end of Vossenack and had had te be abandoned. 4 secend
tank had threwn a track in the draw narth ef Vossenack, A third tank had getten bellied
on a sharp ridge bn the hill seuth ef Vessenacke. e had hoped te retriede this latter
t.ank with a T=2 retriever during the night, but the leavy enemy artillery and mortar fire
prwomod us from meving around in the epen. That. left us wdth 13 tanks immediately a-
nnablc for use the mxt merning. :

5 Enubar: At abeut 0500, we started farward, Tbc ht platoen was te lsad eut aleng the
rnd {nte the draw supperted by fire frea the ether tw platoens inte pessible AT pesitiens
which might have been by-passed by the infackry in the vl.oinlty of Kommerascheidt, As seen
u this llt platoen had reachdd the high greund juat North of Kumucboldt, it was to held

up ard walt fe the balarce of the company to come forward,
At about 0530, Lt. Fleig leading, the 1st plat.un aurtod. As Fleig reached the

V‘
;_"‘,
Wy

oﬁtramo te the draw read (046318) his tank struck & alne and threw a tracke This, after

%ho engineers had 2 heuwrs earller roportod thc mdito}bo clear of mines, Lt Fleig

,x%;oportod this to me ever his rndio. Iteld hh & that dank clear of the read. We RAD

- m 3\
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te go threugh.

Le,Mleigs
;: My tank, which had threwn s track when it struck the mine, partially blocked the

1 tried to drive the secend takk around it, but it get stuck en the steep, slippery
shoulder of the reads My platoen sgt = 8/3steAnthony Re Sppemer

rnd.
nlopo dewn frem the left
f.hought of & methhd by which we might be abls te get areund tike "dead” tank. He toek

tu cable frem the dead tank, and hitched it to the 2nd tank, Usirg the dead tank

u a pivet, he Winched the 2nd tank areund it and back onto the reade I teold him te take

chlru of the ether taks and get them areund, He ropol..od this precess axd successfully

vvlm hed o1l the ety three tanks of the platoen areund ‘the dead tank.

©  Meanwhile, a8 seen a8 the 2nd tank had been cleared, I cortinwmd on down the read

f;cto tne draw, The dharp bands {n-the read,(shich tad net dem shew up by previeus

nlp study..either en the 1/25,000 er the 1/10,000 which were sade later in the eperation)

noeouiutod a geed dmal of stepping and bacidng. I could see that ay tank was teaing

sheulder of the road, but d.ld not think at the time that 1t was
remaining tanks, I gat dewn threugh the

my part of the left

g&n& sufficient daaage te held up any of the

drn e cressed the mrrow stens bridge and m-ud up the ether side of the draw read

vit.hout mich difficulty. However, at the three nuehbadu in was necessary fer me to dis-

It required much bncldng and bauling te negetiate these
on foot, nnrl.y u tho tep o« the hill narth of Kem-

lount ard lead my tank areund,

tmn. From these, I lad ng tank,

%oruhoidt. Here, after a hasty visual n«mnnm« of the situatien, things appeared

hiru quiet, I meunted the tank and wnet right dm tho rod into towmn arriving there
;;*lblut 0730=0800, Just in time, I found eut te lvpport s partial withdrawmal of elements of

{: fno ard Ba 112th Inf frea Schnidts

As ssen as peasible, I reperted to Maje Wade flalelep,CO of the 1at Ba at M CP

g‘é
-
Z4n Kemaerscheidte I teld vhat I ha
o join me befere noon. He gave ae thc d.tuluon.

d vith ne and tht I expected the rest of the ceapiny
& Ceman ceunterattack had pushed part

AP EAnRmrn g ¢ -
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tho vl thdrawal frem Schaidt, I teok up firing pesitiens in the wesads at tl» seuthwestam

outsidrts of zm(omo'z).n-ns Abeut 0930=1000, 8/Sgt.Speener with twe mers tanks jeined
u; I placed these twe add tienal tanks in the partial defilade nea mine with fields o«
rm {ato the taen of Schaddt. | '

At aboutll00, the Germans count erattacked -m infarkry ard tanke, 10 ermmy tanke »
nro reported in “Schaidt, but Speener and I saw only five. We engage 4 these, My tank
knockod out twe Mark 1V's, Speener ard e other tank crew knecked out & third Mark IV,

y At the peak ef the scrap, one of my Aen called my atteatien te the fact that the
lnhm.ry were retresting en the left flank of Kemmerscheidt. Reslizing that somaething was
up, 1 moved ever to the leved flank. Leoking threugh an erchard sa the eastern extskirte
.r the tewn, I spetted a lark V(Pamther) going inte posiucn. I fired and it him with 2
f};unda of MB, Then I discevered thet I had ne nro ‘Al’___nnmulum availedle fer the gun.
It was all in the spensen racke 1 ceased firing .r:i'imd the turret te get at the rack.
mxo I was delng this, the ‘German arew bailed out eof their tank. 1 teok a ceuple of
n.inutn gotting the amsuniti ene The Cerman erew ro-mrod tMr tank and epened fire.
!y that time, we had eur AP, We opened fire, Dom 'o scered four hite. The first ene cut
tho barrel of his guns The ether three tere spea the entire left alde of the hull of the

Oorun tenk and set it afire, Nene eof that arew onqnd.
1 resalned in this pesitien fer a short -hno, as 1 expected that mare snamy tanks

aleht try te cese in en this left flanks Neamhile, the ether twe tanks of my plateen
1%u-o having & sharp fight with seme eneay tl&l{ 'vi‘b l went ever to suppert them,

This Oorman ceunterthrust, was beaten lmk by abeut 1300, We spent the remainddr
cf the afterneen, firing en twe plllbaxes west of Schaldt which the Cormans were s\teapt-

m Lo reecoupye
. We could not fire Lnte Schaldte We were tald by the let Ba CU that part of N Comrany

« A teme Rght atter s

° 8-0 of Lthem apparenmily

33
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d.ld mt step ot Kemnersheeidt, (See Hestrup 8 bit belew here.)
Ahout 1700, I received an erder frea cn.bumn. CO of the 112th Inf, net te with-

drn ay tanks fer servicing, but to secure these mnm £iring pesiticas withthe ald of
lnfmry supperte Mo told me he expected an meny counterattsck that night with tanks
using heedlights to dastls, dlind and rattle eur infantry. He was else vory coweorned that
the infantry weuld pull out,vith or witheut erders, 1f wo wi thdrew even eur mmall tank
um.(mn enly three tanicss) 4

f The night vas, hewever, free frea cmntuct, b«. we received slmest conmtinuens

srtillery ad aertar fire frea several directions, I nwd uy tank iate the shelter o

4
thc bulldings in Keanarsbbeidt, partly ter cever, and partly to tle in dette? with the

thntry. (Accerding to the reperts of madical officor. o0ttached to all this aaterial en

hh eperationssoseversl A company tanks were 8% uuo rked right areund tie dailding

which wese used ae an ald statien. Lt Pleig was wwuware of LMo, )

gﬁ Ianediately after Lt. 71eig had redleed me of Uw dmmage % Ns tank, 1 laft my

\lﬂc ord preceed on feet to the south of the draw, There I Hurd that Sgt.Sposner had
muonmuy winched tiy reaaining three nm of the plateen arsund the dead tank and
ohn« dewn the read inte Lhe dravw, Talidng devn thll read, frea nerth to moutb,

! ‘firat case acrees & tank cemwande by 8/t llruy. Ris teck wee slippping of the left

lhuldor of the reade One treck wae teginning te -lip off. 1 gave him a few {nstrection
m Ho started to ek w onte the reed, I cn\umod on down the resd adet 100yards
to the next tank. T™hié weo the ene commanded b: Sgt.!pnm'. He had been geing Aleng 81l
th but had stepped because the tank in frent hed elipped off te the left side of the
?«d while srying te megetiste a tricky turn pu‘ an euterepping of reck in the denk ea
ih‘ right hadn side of the road, l welked ahead u Ahat taok and feund that i\ wa2
wfc.-nndod by 3/Sgt.Barten. Cne track had been partlelly threva, 1 decided that we could
1ot \M\ unk back u\to the rand lnd th th \mk by uweicg scdpoomo' tank te pull
teak 00 18 ansher, Berten anoaged to

VQ beck, We did \hn. Thea by \nm 8¢|

; ’ft‘a-

wn N tank shead areund e bld «\‘ﬂ" ’ll , ve shifted tho tew cadle
ALY T RV : SRR
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u Blnon'l tank, He in turn pulled Spoener sreund the bend in the read,

: LL.Pleig had radieed me that he had getten through. I assumed that the rest of the
rud gust be pas able, I erdered Spooner to take ehr;o of thu tanks and get thea threugr
u x.uoruhudt as rapidly as pessible where lu e to repert ot Fleig.

% 1 then contacted an englneer Lt,(name net knwn) whose plateen wai then werking on the
rud abeut 100 yards seuth ef this bad spet and asked hiam 4f he could dlew that prejecting
rv\ck off, He sald that he couldn't...that he had ne deaelitiens, Fe hunted areund for a

fn ainites and feund three Cemman Teller Is.nn -hich had p‘oﬂmoly been recmoved by the
ve did 11ttle mere than blew the

mlnun. and used these, The small ameount of cxp 09
lharput. projection of this rock, (Hostrup said htor that what the engineers really needed
hm wis either a campressed air drill er a large amount ef TNT te de the jod properly.
About five minates after this, 8/3gt.Markey With the hﬂ. tank of the 1lst plateen, caze
dewn the read, With the help fot e anglneer plateen, we got him sreund th bad cerner

lnd 1 sent him on his way to join 1. Fleige

While we were helping Markey, the 2nd phtoo ‘amd to come derm the road, The
Iuding tank was cormanded by S/xt.urunmld. " R.ldh'gbujuh his, I found out later, wmas
Lt.Chrk, whose tank had bean knocked out by & mine in Voesenack the preceding day. They
x;;ochod Fleig's daed tank, But did not knov of the dnching process usad by Spooner.
("ntryp wes not in o positien to see al this hhlol!. It was reported to him & few
nlmn.n later by S/Sgt Allen) They atteapted to go nrmd the dea tank but slipped off
Q.h' rosd and were unable te back up ewing te the luup and slippery decline. They
d&-ﬂmtod frem the tanke Almost umnmu. encmy artillery er mertar shells landed
fum. killing Zn'unnkd ard weunded Clarke 8/SgteAllen, cemmanding the third tank
ln the plateen,sshuan(this was the 2nd tank in line now that Clark's tank had been knock
cd eut) ceame farward en foot and uportod thh lmi«nt te noq He explained the
puiun\e. of the tanks ard seid thut ho b\n«od 'fuus; ho eould nq\mn through betveen

%‘ twe, using Zarelainskits tank as l mm- to :pmﬂt Ml(nhn'n) tank from sliding
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m fwmn Me went back and led the next tank in the pla toon, commanded by S/Sgt.

Iamn, successfully through, Then he remounted his own tank and started #rmward, getting

t.hr;ugx betxeen the two 'dead' tanks in the same manneT,

4
i

- Yarmen came dewn the road, Yhen his tank reached the bad corner, it slipped off the
rc-d to the left and threw the left tracks Allen, didn't know this, He led his tank

past the two disabled tanks at the entrance te the drau road, When he reached a point

about 150 yards behind Yarmon, his tank slipped off tho read te the left and threww both

trncka. He(Allen) came down and reported this to g 1n the vicinity ef Sgt.Tarmen's

unk. At about the same time, Sgt. Xarkey came up to tell me that he gad getten stuck in t

*{'
t.he bottom ef the draw, His tank had also t.hromm one tnck.

I made a murvey. Markey's tank could not be pnlled out unless semeene could get in-

xnp positien directly behind him. This was anuaibh ewing to the steep bank of f tho
rad at ttet poigt. I decided thmt Allen's tank, lim both its tracks, could net be
nde oparationsl witheut regular msintenance, ‘l'hat wodld not have with us, However, wth
the aid of the enginser platoon, the right bacnk t the read past Allents tank ceuld be

dug away sufficiently de allew other traffic to. pu
5 This was about 1100, (4 Nov). I sent word sick to Lt. Payne to take command ef the

t‘inks remaining en the high ground south .f vosaemck and to repain t.haro until further

not.icoo b
% Mo started to work immedistely on Sstonm"n "“““ During the course af the

& <
afternoon we r eplaced the track, ermon pullod vahead abmt. ton feet and agian threw the

4
track, This tine damaging the loft idler whool.. Lleidn.g maintensnce, and xith the tank

ltill blocking the road, we again replaced tbn traek and hoped that it would stay put.

&‘g’
Ylmon meved ahead anether 15 feet or se and lgdn the track jumped off, By this time

Lt was absut 1600. Major Jack Ce Fiah, Bn S-3(707th) came do\m inte the draw to see
ou’t. vhj ;orc ; o btdly modod tank suppert had not

what was helding us up and to find

#

gotton throughte Kemmerscheidt. Aft.or luld.ng arourx 'he‘ told me we were deing everything

pouibll and that he would report une te c.1.rupuo ‘At. thh_ th\o, about 1615, we

oticod an abnermsl mmber of nen codng back up th % b Vossenack, {‘0

A~ o

nEo ;
FOONCHLAED AT THUE NATIAsas
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Yo ttoppod s fow of these men and asked them whe they were and what had happendd., They

uid that they belenged to the 3rd Bn(Hostrup did not resenber them saying which cempany)
l‘ of the 112th and said that they were nt.rutirg fnl Schlidt. All they could talk

*

abqut. was enamy tanks and having been hit by eur ewn air strike, Majer Fish made a nete
qt;thoil. Homwever, befere we ceuld repert it, we mst Lt.Col.Fleed CO of this Bn. He

o

gave us much the sars story and said that he was back trying to reerganise his men,

. Majer Fish snd I then went up sut eof the dru t.o one of our tanks which had a radie
tran-ittcr, We reperted the above scidents to Col Ripplo ard teld him that the draw
rud leeked as he might imagine the Burma road te lnk in flud seasen: That if mere tanks
wa;:o to get thromggh to Kemmershceidt, more enginesrs were needed and soon.

Pt Cel.Ripple then erdered me to return to the drav to hqlp and hurry the engineers whe
'ere already there,.,that mere Engineers nuld be up durixg the night. L then cemacte ¢
t.ho Enginesr Lt, and teld him that the road had te BE PIle (Clpt.Hntrup has neglected
1n pnrt of this narrative to bring eut the flct that some artillery and mertar fire was
flllin; in this general vicinity making werk lln lnd todioua. It was purely interdictery
ﬁrq fr t.he mest part, but it had the effect of bopirg our men pinned to the grourd at

%
tbo ery time when all cautiens should have bem abundomd.)

? At abeut 1730, I received a radie message fren CelRipple that there would be mere
encineerl dewn shertly, I was te be prepared te uh t.ho rest of the cempany tireugh
ati;hm the next day, Maintenance crews fer the tankc were en the way,

Abeut 1900, 1/Lt. Stanley Lisy, "A" Co.llaintmamo Officer and his crew, accompanied

by thc Ba Maintenance Officer, Capt..oorogc Ce Barri "Jdnod mo at Yarmen's tank, Liay

inndiatoly put his crew te woerke By 2200 they had f.txe._w track back on again, The tank

lovod ahead abeut 25 yards and eff came the track a>glin. Wethn broke the track which had

becom twisted, Lisy sent twe men up te Lt. Fleig's hdc. They removed the goed idler
fnn this tank, came back, replaced t.he damged idler on Iamon s dank and put en a new
traiék. By t.hil tine it was about nidn.‘lght ca:"t Pi.mhon, tb Bn 8-4 pulled up in back

'mon's unk with his aupply train. He brou;ht,a‘noauér_tr- Col.Ripplo. ® Heliday

ofga
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2_0_'1;. that main supply route must be epen by daybreak, If necessary, yeu will roll yeur
1-:biund tanks dewn the slepe and inte the draw,"

Upen receiving this message, we remewwd eur effcrta to repair the tank. By 0200, we
badngotton the track back en the tank. It ltartod f&nrd...mcd abeut 10 yards. The
loft. sheulder of the read gave ny and again off come ‘the track. By this time everyens of
us was ready te pull eut his hair, reet by reet, I docidod that if Pinchen's supply train

nri te get threugh that night, we would have tes top,mrld.ng on the tanks and get them

ff the road, o
I erdered Sgt.Allen to fasten his tom clble to seme trees and pull his tank as far

off t.he read to the laft as pessibles We toek tn tow cables and fastened them te Yarmen'
t.ank: and some trees and pulled it as far aff the left bank as pessible, e had to de some
digging on the right bank to make sufficient roem fer vehicles to pass. Markey's tank in
t.ht botton of ths draw we left whare it was since we fi;med that gehicles ceuld get arour
it by using the switchbacke This cleared the !SR. The smupply started threugh.(Per its
difficultiea soe interview with Capt.Pirchon and Lt. Rogers...attacheds)

rN ot —— I then walked up the road and reJoinad Lt qum, realaning there for abeut li hours,
About 0600, 5 November, I went back dan into t.he drn and learned that the enginsers had

@

3ott.on two bulldosers in to the aroa, and had cut. any enowght of the right bank so that
i

tho rald was passable. I then went back te bring forward the rest of the eompany,

on u;. way, I met 1/Lt.Leenard, (leader lst phto"” Co. O93rd TD Bn SP) whe was just

at.arting te take his plateen domn the road into the dAraw.('hvo iutuns of TD'ssse7 MU-10's
mﬁ through in the merning and 2 TD's of the 3rd plat oen went threugh in the afternoon);
I boueve that he went on through Wi th no graat dirficuny. ( One of the ¥=10's had

thx%m a track in attempting te get out of it.a bivomc area just near the entrance to the

¢
dru road, See Interview with Capt, Marien C, Pugh, CO C.Co.)

I started forward uith n,y 3rd platnn, new 3 tanks, the two remaining
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Lt.Payne led the way going down into the draw. I brought up the rear of the column,

Thia time we experienced bery little difficulty 1n negothtirg ths tricky road. Lt,

Plyne, with the ldading tanks, reached the edge of the woods on the reverse slope of the

hil]ﬁ._. north of Kommershceidt about 0§00,
' He was in radio contact with Lt Fleig, I, at that time was till only about 100

yarda past the bridge. Becmae of tbe hill nu, I could neot reach Fleig by redio, We

ut.%up a communicatien net or chain: -~ Hoat.mp t. l’ayno to Fleig and reverse, Fleig
radioed Payne to remidine under cover in the 'nods as a friendly arl stripe was expected eon
Schmidt about 100-1100, He wa s not sure of the tims. (The Air Support Party's jounnal
givfi no concrete report eof an sir strike on Schnidt at t)mt hour,.by Armed Reconnaissance
being flwen bn the area did repart having atmck at tanks in that general area,.,see
Jourml for ASP attached to materials on this lction.) ngne notified me of this,

. 1 then saat word to Fleig, that since he was in 8 co'mandine P°35"i°"n he should take

cannand of all tanks there until such time as I could Join him, My tank had stepped and

rofuaed to start, Somsthing happened to the mobor.( No morse oxpliclt 1nfomation mas vouch
HE‘ i
ufod on that latter peint. )

Abeut 1130, Col.Petersen sent word iu Fleig t.hat. ba wanted me to join him at his

at(0L853130) at about 1600 hours, I remaiqod in positi on where I was since the tank

would not budge, ; s
" Abeut 1530, Fleig sent word again via Pagm, thr me to come ahead in ay tank te the

Reg% CP and that he wouldmeet ms on route." By this ‘u-e, ay driver had gotten t‘x tank

ttartod. I continued up the draw road and mt l'hig in h.ia t.ank about. 150 yards froa the

Col Petcrsen then ordered me to remain

112th cP. Together we continued on the this CP.
intho vicinity of his CP so that he could have u:e use of my radio fer emsrgency cemmun~
ication, He also told ms to order Fleig ard Payne to remaln on the high ground in the

vininity of Kmoracboidt. ‘l‘he tam was te be held "at all eost. ~ those were his orders

¥ mainod at the "CP as d.iroct v_luntl.l‘,thia Goman countarattack came

Gon. Cota,

frem
dowmt.he draw from the NE, cutting our uupply rcuto n‘ 0330, 6 Nov. I found out later
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the dru as a meeting place, Markey had resained in his tank. He told me after our with

drewle that he had several times heard the Gemene eutd.de his tank, t.llldtg and laughing,
peking it here and there but making ne effort to enmine the inside ef the tank,

Celenel Petersen decided that his move by the Germans had breguth theam much toee clos
te t.he Regtl CP, 8o he poved it forward to the same locstien as that ef the lst Ba in
Keamerscheidt. We arrived thereabout 0500 (6 Noveaber,)

}‘t,!;ezne; i

"'-; ¥hen we started off the merning ef the 5th, I led ott, We had some difficulty
negotiating the wwitchbacks on the both sides of the'drawm but got through without mishap,
We neved very slowly. During most ef this t.i.ne we uere under irtermittent mertar and art-
nlery fire. Abeut 3/L of the wsy up the hill tenrde RJO53315), we caught up to the
TD'I. The leading 7D under Lt McRlrey had received a direct. hit by enemy artillery and
threwn s track. We sat there in the read far neerly an hours Finally Lt. Leonard came
beek and asked me to lsad out, He pulled his vehicles off the road into the weods.
I erder my ether four tanks to wait in ped tion, ) the.n went ferward, ppst the td8s and
helted in the wods just belew the crest of the hill, Froa this ;;oeitien I radieed
Fleig and asked for directien to his peeidene. He teld me to taie cover and atay put
until he called for me as 8 friendly air etirke ns expect.ed shrotly, I meved my tank
off the road and into the woods placirg it next te TD. While waiting for word from
Pleig, was surprised to see the rest of my tanks eom forward, I disasunted,

hllted them and moved thea off the road and under cever.

About 1230, (Payne was notat all certain of the t.in,) thers was an zir strike in
Schmidt.) (This is net shewn in the ASP joumal. Bmmr, the ASP Officer, Maj. Howelser
eteted that it might have eccured.He had been unable te asintain radio contact wdth the
pl:hee f1ying Armed Resconnaissance. ) Shortly after this, Lt.Fleig palled me by radie a:
eﬁ teld me to come ahead to Kemmerecheidt, etaying d’f ths rmd to the right as I moved
e%ﬁh. I 2ed my platoon dewn 1nte t.he 'eetern edge ef te'nn where I met Lt.Fleig. He

nt ‘the left flank of the town.

teld me te take over his poaitions lnd he meved ‘

halance of the aftsrnoon

Bo.

We took ever his preeie’gﬁ‘ -
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noon, occasionally pulling up te the crest of tho hill, firing a few rounds of HE irte
Schmidt ard then pulling back into covered positiens. Abott 1730, we moved around intoe

the shallow draw Just north ef the town, During the night, Capt.Pinchen came up with

o%ae weasels nringing a small ameunt of gasbnno';nd rations and water,

3” At about 0530, 6th November, I aont three of my tanks back to the gas dujgp W of

tho tewn forre-fureling. W¥hen these had gassed up, they returned and we %eek ever pesitic
.n,both right and left flansk of the town te reliexe Lt. Fleig and his other two tmaks
w -

rho then want badk to refusl.

§ Abeut 0900, 6 Nevember,the Germans launched mother cmtarﬂtack with dbout 3 s !
n;fcisane infantry, (Noneof tiese intervlhed knew hn uw) This attask was broken up by
ou; artillerp, supperted by eur tanks and the TD's, During the entire day, we were under
ct;isiervid artillery fire from positions almost all ;r;und us, We were on a foreard

ll@, 83 was the i fantry whe were dug in en the forwardﬁ alope. The enemy had vir-

tullly unresttbcghd ebservation frem the higher grcuod J.n Scr..i.dt » Barscheidt te the south

and setuth east, and ffen Bergstein and Burf.gon totho out and North. As as ruult,
e
wa‘:._had to cont® unually moge areund and chaggo eur posit.ioun te pmont being registered

in “on by either enemy artillery er high velocity weapon(tankw,td'a or AT guns) whidh

could place direct fire en us, (This constano movement cmated ¢t heavy drain en the

L

fﬂx

mn amounts of gasoeline available, Bowo’vct, frcm preaentl,y available infermatien

*?ﬁ?
none of the Tks were prevented froa funct.ioning during t.he short period in Keamerschdidt

beca‘use of lack of gas,) -

That night, we remained in and around the buildinga 1n the town, Three ef the tank:

ullod back into the shallew draw just north of the tovn. Lt.Fleig sent twe of his tanks
Jﬁg

tc the rear, They had suffered direct hits during the day. The turrets of both had beceae

Jmmed as a reault.

‘I‘uesday merning, 7 Noveaber, a at.rung enemy attlck began with tanks and infantry,

I :counted about 10 tanks, I apottod & Gernun tank coming around the western end of

_t.ho German tank,

i1
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2
e did register twe hits en his turret but the tank kept on ceaing. I hellered te the

TD'a which hadn't yet seen this German tank to 'get en him.," They spetted it after a

ceuple of minutes and each placed two reunds right inte the German tank, It backed aut.

e BI‘ it no more,

dy

i? Absut 0900, eur infantry started falling back on the left flank, They yelled to us
that a german tank attack was ceming #n frea that direction. I took my tank and twe
ethere and meved ever to the left flenk(eastern part)of Kenmerehheidt) to ward eff this
threat. As soon as we started te meve, German artillery epened fire on us, I pulled my
tlnk evar the crest out of the shollow draw, and spetted a Tiger Tank in among the houses

ingthe eastern end of the town, I called for S/Sgt.Lipe whe was cemmanding ene of the

ether tanks to come up on my right flank and engage this tank. He epened fire on the

A

».v—,.

German tank and hit it with his first round of AP. Gernan artillery and high velecity
wenpon fire was coming in damned clese to me so I pulled my tank back into the protection
of the shallew draw, radioing Lipe teo do likewise, Apparently he did not hear me. Ancthe

Geggen tank started ceming through the center of the town between a couple of houses,

SgtuLipe engaged it, hit it, but in turn had hie ' nrtank knecked out. 8/Sgt Olsen's

tlnf en Lipe's right was knocked eut by German artillery or AT fire, Lipe dismounted
frcn his tank ard teek over a tank destreyer whese crew leader had either been killed

5.
or weunded and stayed with it firing at the Gennana.until the TD itself was knecked

G

eut?i We mere forced to withdraw frem Kemmeracheid" ytirst withdrew te the woaods immec

S
e

iately to the west of the tewn, but Ihen artilleny ste;ted registering in en this area,

I neved north te the vicinity of (052317).
':35 There I dismounted frem my tank and feund ny way on feot to the Regtl CP fer
inetructiens. I mt col,Ripple there, He told -e that we would have to stay with sur

1'9‘

tlnks and slug it eut. He had been ordered to_held the poeition at All Cests, I re-

turned to my crew. Shortly thereafter, p rec:ive die neesage froa Cel,Ripple that

arrggeny tank was coming inte eur pesitien tl! en thewleft fllnk and that I was te
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(qune) ~——- up the grade, T  .ad to go back through the woods., My tank got bellied

en l ridso in the greund and th: = a track. I rldi-ed this bad news to Cel,Ripple and
tol;l}“him that I didn't think we could fix the tank chrirg daylight, but that we might
tryit. after darxe I then had my crew dismount ahd take up infantry pesitiens, after
_ thq had removed and taken wWith them varioua plrt.s of the guns, We did net at that tims

e
doatroy the guns, because we her~d to return to t.he tank and make use of it, We had

Y
loft. about 14 reunds of HE and  reund of AP ammuniti en in the t.mk. ¥e spent the balance
of _t.hat afternsen in fexheles. ~“owards dark, we decidod that we had better net attempt

to pair the track alnce durin: the afterneen anﬂ eneny patrol had been poking areund

thc tank. After dark, I asked “»r velunteers fer a patrol te go back to the tank te
rocwer the badly needed 1L rev is ef HE and 1 of AP fer ths ene tank(Lt.Fleigts) which
. atill remained in ope"a}ion by © is time. 'rhe patrol got. the Ammunition with ne trouble,

Frem this time en, until~ » were ordared to withdrm we remained in these pesitiens

On the merning of 5 Novew:wsr, about 060, _axJ\_v_i)\,eavy enemy mertar and artillery

bnr:{e began, It lasted fer s:  ut a half an- hour. When it lifted, the enamy larched
an Vlttack with abeut 5 tanks ar some lnfantry, perhapa a cempany, I was still in
poﬁu.ns en the right(west) £ink of Komerscheidt. Ye got seven direct hits on a
Gergim Mark VI tank and immobl. :led it. ‘!'ho tttack seemed te beg dewn then until about

09%9 when the Germans either zumewed the utuck or launched a sacond attackeoethis tLime
i
without tanks, Durirg this s.cend attack, the 'rD'.(c f‘ompam 893rd TD Bn) came up.

;‘

Ono':vphtoon went inte positior ” near my ph toon on tho right flank, A sedend plateen

went inte pesitiens en the le: flank, ‘l'ha er platoen ef TD's, se I was told, was te
3&;:
be hold {n reserve in the woods just seuth eof the rogimental CP., AXbkrrswgiomciockia

e e R
e -
-

t lguﬂ_uoro true, He"-"‘-é lnd tol . would be to suppert
tg@‘? # > it e 15
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("Fi:eig)—-——- the attack ef this task force as it advanced threugh us te take Scmidt,
This attack was scheduled, he teld me, te jump off frem a line ef departure, eur then
frent line in Kemmershceidt, at abeut 0730, 6 November.

o
AL

- I radieed Capt Hostrup, via Payne, that Cel Potarun wanted ts see hiam at 1600
to mke plans fer this attack, ke

j The Germans attacled regularly, at lbcut l. hour irtmall threugheat the day,
lo vd thsteed all attacks and buttensd up ra- the night. in our pesitiens en the right
fllnk with infantry suppert, We were short ef beth fusl and amunition by this tinme.

Both were te be brought up durirg the night,

S—,

The TDs withdrew under cover of dsrkmu to ro-am. Ne wore ordered te reamin in

’ﬁg; v

k.r

pgition te help repel any counterattack that niyat. Also because chances were great
tht if we wd thdrew, the infantry would alse pull out, ‘Phroug\out the night, although

t.hero was ne attack, the Germans harassed us eontiducualy with mortar and artillery

Several hours befere dawn (it was about ODO) Clpt. Kally teld me that while they

had been able to get water, ratiens amd gunm up, it d.ldn t leok as though we were

gaing te get any ammunition, (See iterview with Cnpt. Kel]q)
‘ is daylight came, we again teok wp pesd tiors to carry out sur fire suppert fer

tho attack expect.od by the Task ?-ca. ‘!'hh never‘ ‘ terializod. Our dispeseitiens

thr.ugwut the moming wore...lst plltun (‘l‘KS) Pl ne'phtoon of TDs on the right
(west) flank of XOMMERSCHEIDT. The 3rd pl.ltoan y(m) u(&.h another platoon of TDs
on’;vtbe left (east) flank, The memirg was mln.ivoly quiet. Enemy artillery and
nwur fire was spamodic, I deubt that vrer 20-25 reunds came in en us,

Shortly after 1200, eur infantry was hrn d by eneay tanks in Schmidt., Sems

of_ —ho infartry by this tims were se shakon up and unnemd, that the mere sound of a
Geman tank starting its meter, causod a2 few of thon te leavo their faxheles and run
' I stepped

I

L




held him there talking te him te steady hin...askod him {f he mdn't learned in trainim .
thlt a tank cannet depress its guns te hit a nan on the greund when it has ceme within
35 yards,-if he hadn't learmed thet a tank can run ever a foxhele vdthout injury te

t.ho eccupant, and if he hadn't learned that the safest phce during an artillery er
nortar barrage (nermal,..net air bursts) was his foxhnla. He replied "yessir,..but

I can't stand it anymore." This (gt was net an 1uht.od case, The infartry were in

fary expesed pesitien, They were dug in en the fcrward slepe,..expesad te direct fire
fr.a the higher groumnd in Schaidt, and Harscheidt, 1In ldditlh, the Germans had begun

to ‘aake consi derable use of alr bursts wi th their art.i.llexy. This was becoming
incroaaingly effective against both the infantry and the TDs, whose open turrets previded

lit.tle pretectien agcinst artillery.
T The situstien beaame critical, Many of the int‘a 1t.ry were leavirg their pesitions.

: Col Petersen ordered the tanis and TDs to tdto th rmn unka in Schmidt under fire

1n an attempt te restere the situatien. Lt Leomrd,' who was commanding the right
phuon of TDs (lst Plat, C Ce, TD) and I made our phn. I was tetake my tanks up te
tho crest of the hill just in rear (nerth) of xmrschd.dt te draw the fire eof the

i {Fé St g _.,;,:“%w o

onany tanks, whe he ard his platoon nneuvored to t.he right in an attempt to get behind

the enemy armor, We decided that he uhou.l.d be tha ores t.o do the maneuvering since

./u;.«

his TD guns were more capable ef knocking out the enemy tanks, which we balieved te

be Mark Vis,
I and ny three tanks meved out in the attack and as phnmd immediately began

drudzg fire frem the enemy tanl» in the vicirtltv‘ of Scl'-i.dt. It Leenard dismcunted

fron his vehicla in the fnce of d.troct enaly ;‘nrexfrn an cneay pillbex §t (0575-3000)
nn:! tried u lead his platoon inte poslt.ion. Thcy dd net move, I saw him return

to his vehicle and from his gestures naemnd thnt he was ordering his gun commanders

t% follur hin. Ho again walked formd, atnl umler dlrect. small ams fire from this
}pillbox, and notiomd his TDs te coms forward. ‘ﬁxq'_still did net move. That was the

lst 1 saw Lt Teemrd,

PP, 'Ch‘ '



By that time, my pesitien was beceming untensble because of heuvy artillery fire
ard considerable peirt blank fire from enemy tanks nnd/or ™s, I withdrew inte the
defillde offered by the shallew drew Jjust north of Kon:na'acheidt. Twe of my tanks, as
a na.\lt. of thia fire, had sustained damages which hd jammed the turrets,.of both.
Dur:l:g the actiong which teok place some time het.woan 1330-M30, we destroyed ons eneay
Mark V'I tan' in the vicimty of Schmidt, After this, tho sitw tion quieted down. We
firod int.emittently from eur defiluded ppaitien int,o Sdmidt. wth HE,

About 1730, I sent the two tenks with Jmmd turretl t.o the vicindty of the gas
dmp fbo act as rear gusrd and reserve, Ve lgain rani md 1n place and under cever of
darkxi 8s pulled into towm and took up pdsitions amoxg t.he houses in the wesiern end of

the ,‘g own,

s? Nov « It was very quiet during the early part of t.he nomim. At about 0600

& heavy eriemy artillery barragse bezn., It last.ed ’cr about half an hour, At 063C the
uemm attacked with infantry and tanks, I saw only 5 or 6 tanks, We later neard that
the %nfantry was estimated at roughly a batt.alion. ('l‘his doe s not quiet ceincide in
tine aspects with the 28th Division G=2 Poriodic report tcr the peried but in essence

#
it is very clese, The repart for the pariod tated that,

n eatlma ted 30 Gemun tunks,

sane;of them Mark VIs were med as cl.se-in artllle_ry 0 overprun the infartry

posit ions, The attacking infantry was believed to‘have atiacked from two dtirections,

It was estimted to conslet of approximtely 5oo-6oo ¢ en from the 1055 Inf Regiment,)
‘ the mxt aviilable cover (woods

mrﬁli;\fa m.ry wers over-run and forced to vdthdnv
in v%dnlty of the gas dump)e The tanks and ’I'Da fought. a rearguard action. We lest

t.noivmka and ﬂu‘ee TDs from enemy acuon. , In withdmwing, two more tanks were disabled
by throvm tracks, Yhen we reached the noda NN of tho. t.urn, our one remining tank and

twe remainirg TDs took up defens ve positions on the eastern edte of the woods facirg

tomarda Komeracheidt with fresh orders te hold thia pod.tion at all costa,
'eu!.md in‘fthese pesitions and fired

The remainder of the attemooq ard fn.gh
t 1nfomi_ton from vIA’. Col Harry B, Messec,

at the enemy in Komeradwidt. [According




28th Division G-2, the Germans are r-pa‘t.ed to have vd.thdnm from Keaoerscheidt in the
nﬂ.ornoon heving accomplished their aim of d.x:lvi:g ﬁao Amoricans out ef the town and
"edmlng the threat te their rosd net through uchnidt)(l’ﬂ. sorers teken during the night
d' the 7th reperted that an atsack had been pllmod fc' :bofore a’cnight, 7 Novembar, §

but our artillery plus the fact thet thdr tan\a vhad runvcver and crushed some of their
nn infant:v troops, se diserganized and dilmpud things that the infantry bslked at
athckin‘. Mad-they made this attack, aasming thit the repart is accurate, they would
_ ur;oubtecﬂ.y have sueceeded in over-running the bad],y shaken American pesitiens, As it : -
w:u;, the Cerman radie is reperted to have. tdunphmtly blated forth the fact that they
had amihilated the 112th Aserican Innm.ry. : In esmco, they did, Over dpproximat sly
153%0 men of the regimant are still listed as lisd.ng. At the clese of action, 9 November,
it was definitely ne lenier an effective ﬁyxung torco. (This frea Lt Col T, B,
Bdggo, Divisien G-3), '
. 8 Nev - We held eur positlons during the nomng, The onl,y eneny activity that

:f‘sf . '-,_v__v« a2 ﬁ#ﬁ‘ﬁ}

I can recall was sniper fire from both flmks, and occuhml nertar ﬁ.re. Abeut 1700

Colmd Nelnn, vhea I later found ot was thn new CO of tho 112th (Pet.orson was wunded)

cue up te the Reglt CP and gave w» arders to wit.hdnw uml-r cover of Zarkmess,
i% At 1730 we received orders to destroy the remining tank and TDs. We did se
although it was a difficult task without 1ight. and wit.h ordon to make no noise,

At about 1300-1830 we started our withdnnl.j; About 1900 we came under mortar

fire. This disrupted our column, The eolunn acnttored ard broka up inte amall greups.
Varloua sl sed groups were rounded up and aurt.od on the way agadn, by different eof flicers

of?;he column. Capt Hestrup lnd I had lbout 50 om. We went down the hill in

c.lou colmn, closo together te avoid lodrg oonhce V(atout 2 yards between men and
columns), forded the stream about 200—300 yards ncrth of tho bridge since we suspected

lt.i was atlll held by the Germans, Up the ot.har oldo, we akirtod the edge of the wooeds

éouth of Vusonldc. It was beginnim to get foggy when we entored Vessenack about 2300,

w§ did se we onccuntored some a.ull aru firo" trlendly o oneny we never did find

bout eut on eur

vy
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feet by this time, (Captain Rnt.m nid that they did net see or snceurter ansth
single seul in the ceurse eof the wlthdrutl aﬂ.or th- celumn was initially scatter:
the mertar fire). We cortinued acrth thr‘uh Vnuaok to the drew, where we turn.

wost arxl Ivaded far Germeter, Wo lrrind thorc at sbeut 000 9th Nevember. We we;
I think, the first ems te reach the lru.’ (m- is prebabl y trus, since the majer
of the greup remined in the mmn an-bly are Just nerth eof the draw fer the 1
on erder by Oqoeral Davis). The next

."ﬂiu’ 9 '.V-b", it started to moew,

This was the last actienef A Cqm in this Aaru. It had lest 15 of its 16
tanks, 32 men of the Cempany's 110 men n’x’vv;_lhsizg.
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