
The American Viewpoint of the Battle 

 

The following are selections from After Action Reports submitted by the 28th Infantry       

Division and the 112th Infantry Regiment for the period of early November 1944.  Included 

with this material are interviews with select personnel of the 707th Tank Battalion that   

supported the 112th Rgt during the attack on Schmidt. 

 

The original microfilm from which these were taken were in average condition, and thus 

some small portions may be eligible. Nevertheless, participants in the staff ride will gain   

tremendous insight from what they can glean from these reports. 
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BY ,/j/L r NARA, DATE •/"/ " 7A(1

VOSSriMACK-KOMIERSCHEIDT-SCHMIDT
(2-9 November 19U)

Caapany a, 707th Tk.Bn.(M).

Interview with: Capt.Bruce U, Hestrup, Ce.C.O.
l/LURaymond E.Fleig, 1st platoon leader
2/Lt. Richard H. Payne, 3rd plateon leader.

Placet A Ceapany CP, Raatgen,Germany. U November 19U

All ef the above afflcera were with the ferwerd greup which was cut off in
Keanoracheidt with el amenta ef the 112th and later 110th Inf(3rd Bn) fer approximately
three dam** "A" Caapany was the only tank unit te cress the draw between Vessenock
and Keaaershceidt and furnish clese suppert in the disastrous attack ef tha 112th Inf.
Regiment en the tewn ef Schmidt. Lt. Pleig was in command ef the 9 operational tanks
during most ef the period, 4-9 November,

2At.iehn J. Clark, the 2nd platoon leader, was inhured in action en the /.th ef
November.

Overlay: 1/25,000 sheet 5301.

Interviewer: Captain John S„ Howe (V C«rps )

-0-

Capt. Hostrup

"A" Ceapany was initially assigned te a reaerve peaitien in the Germeter Area. Ita

missien waa ta support by fir the attack ef the 2nd 3n 112th Infantry and «C" Ca^any ef

the 707th Tk Bn en the town ef V.saenacJc, ta guard against a possible counterattack fraa

Hurtgen and the KB, and, lastly, ta be preparod te aupport the attack ef the lot and

3rd Bna, 112th Infantry en the town ef Schmidt.

At about 1800 hours on 2 November, I was called U the Cp of the 112th Inf and told

that A company was te support tho attack of the Jrd Bn 112th on 3 Nor saber with the

mlaaien ef first taking and securing the torn If reremerscheidt, then driving ea to

sella, ceneelidate and establish reed blocks in the town of Schmidt. I then met Lt. Col

flood, CO ef the 3rd Bn 112th and we made detailed plans far the attack.

This was the plan* The infantry were to use the KS road through Geaator as an IP.

They ware to cross this IP at 0700 hour*, 3 November. KCompany on the right, leading

in column of plateens. L company on the left and about 300-400 yards to the rear of K

Ceapany. The companies were to maintain thia relative position until they reached tho

vicinity of the church in Vesaanack. frfa^L j^cjied^a point, Kcompany was to
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A Coapany 707th Tk.Bn.(W)

halt and reorganise while L - «*>pany moved up te and abreast ef them. Then the two com

panies were te change direct n and attack to the aouth, abreast, K coapany on the right

across ceuntry te take Koran* •»cheidt. (This will have to be checked against the material

obtained from the 112th Infantry by Capt.Fax.f Capt.Heatrup, afttr the interview waa all

finished atated that he was »t positive that ho had the relative pesltiena of K and L

csapanies absolutely c orrod )

The tanks were ta be oleyed roughly as followsi 3rd platten in support ef K

cempany. 2nd platoon in mj ort ef L CgOpany. The 1st platoon was te be held in mobile

reserve and fallow the ethrr two platoons by approximately 400 yards.

Th* two assault platoena of tanks were to laapfrong each other in support ef the

assaulting infantry, shooting into the draw north of Vossenack ahere there were atill

seas Germanism infantry and mortars reported. Also, if necessary, into building in the

town ef V#asenack proper. (Thia because the leading infantry which had previoualy taken

Veaaenack en the 2nd of »«ember. . .2nd Bn 112th...had reported the presence ef anipers

in the western end ef town.

When the attack halt-: to allow the infantry to reorganlae and change direction,

the tanks were te peas through them and lead out acrese the high ground south of Veaeen-

eck, essist in cleaning ou- >rvy Germans trtm du« in positions on the nose of thia hill,

proceed as close aa posslb te the weede line en the forward slope of thia nose, and

fire into ths weeda until * infantry had passed through them. Then the tanka were to

pull back te positions on :e higher ground from which they could fire into Kemmerecheidt

fire until they could see -a infantry going over the top of the hill Immediately narth

ef the town.(I asked Ca->t. »«trup what means of coamunicatian they planned to use as a

'cease fire' order when the infantry reached the forward area. He aaid that they had

planned to rely mainly on . isual means. In addition however, the assault companies were

ta lay wire as they advare i. If necessary this line would be used to give the cease

fire ardor te the tanka. They did not plan te make use of pyrotechnica. JSH)

This part ef the pl»n went nearly «:cerdln£^^fc^IggThe infantry nevod aut
flj •

**'l£.* •C** ^^^^^•^^•a^m"a)HBj|^BBB»%" ^ -•• ^^KKmKHKi <^P\
C a IV. V « --
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A Company, 707th Tk.BnM
ift plata.n celuan, sbeut 5yard, between man, reached V.ssenack with no r.al.uncaa*
r..rg.nl»ed. Tne tank, pulled ahead ant. the noa. of th high grout* a*.* * Vo*a^=k
•£ fired into the woods until the infantry had passed through th.n.< On. platoon, Ua
2nd, under Lt. Clark, went eenaidarebly farther to the eater* and ef town t.-eo «.
apparaBtly planned bef.re it attempted to turn south. Th. firing af this platoon caused
ean.ider.bl. concern among the tank, ef Ceenpany. Lt. Clark', tank struck amine
•bout 300 yard* east af the ch«n*...See interviaw with Ccempany 707th.)
Then the tank, pulled back up onto the high ground south of Voe.en.ck end fired over int.
Kaa-ershceidt. -. liftad eut fire about 1100 when wt aaw the infantry golflg up the
high aT.und on the other aid. ef the draw. They wer. in good formation. Ad.uble lino
•f skirmisher.. Thera appaared to be alaoat no enemy resistance ..id. fra. spasmodic ar-
tilaary .nd/ar mortar fir.. Control of the iof.ntr, «t that point appeared to be excel-
lent.

Aa aeon as we had eaosaed the road loading s.uth from loss.nack we began t. draw

M«e -rtar fire. Artillery fire for about ahalf an hour (0800-0*30) «s elmaat non-
I ' . •
•3d.tent. Then lt began to increase.

When we lifted our fire about 1100, w. teak as much defilade as was possible on th.
•se of th. high ground south af (Taa.en.ck. Thar., w. waited fra word frem the engineer.

Ihant tha road threuax. the draw wa. passable.
At abaut 1700, ward came fraa Lt.Cel.Ripple, eur Bn CO, and not directly fr- th.

Jlnjinear. aa I had undarateed lt waa ta cane, that the englntera had aent ward the road
§»• passable. Having .ean thia raad earlier in the day, I deubted that it waa paaaable.
Re, Iteak one ef «y tanka and etarted daw thia read lnte the draw. When Ihad gone

.beut aquarter ef the war paat tha paint where the read enter, tha we.de, and nertharn
L ef the draw, ddrkneea had begun ta set In. The tank waa having great difficulty
Ldanlng en the read which waa very ellppery. The in ft eheulder of the raad, eloping
toward, th. draw, kept gWLng «*/. *• *•* «•• «btwl nlo. ft wid.. S. wa. th. tank.

'There were reeky femati.n. jutting eut t %bffAffijffi ,lda * iht *"*' *

i
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A Ceapany* 707th Tk.Bn 00

tank elipped .nd ne.rly went eff the left benk dawn Inte the draw. I decided te halt.
Backed the tank eut ef there and returned te the high ground where the rest af the tanks

bad remained.

I th.n reported t. Col.Ripple that the read wa. .till inpeaeable. He Uld oa te a

stand by while he called thl. information en to higher headquartera. Shertly after thl.,
about 1900, he ..lied ae back te tell me that the engineer, were coning te work en the
read all night. I w«« to be ready te mova through and inte Keoaarecheidt and Schmidt at
f

dawn the next morning, 4 November.

We remained in these positions for the night. Coneiderebla enemy artillery and mor

tar fire fell in the area. Several of the tanka received direct hlte. Aside from having

sirens and he.dlighto and other minor fixtures blown eff, and personal gear such as bed

rails, shelter halvee, etc., perforated or tarn, ne tank eugfered material damage.
Op to this time, wa had lest three ef our 16 tank.. One, tha tank of Lt. Clark,

had .truck . nine in the eastern end ef Vo.sanack and had had ta be abandoned. A aecand

tank had threwn a track in the draw north of Vossenack. Athird tank had gotten bellied

en a sharp ridge an the hill south ef vessenack. We had heped te retried, this Utter
&

tank with a T-2 retriever during tha night, but the heavy enemy artillery and mortar fire

prevented ua from moving .round in the open. That left ue with 1£ tanka immediately a-
§
vailable for use the next morning.

•JpHoTaaberi *t abaut 0500, we etarted forward. Th. 1*1 platoon waa ta lead eut along th.
raad inte the draw .upparted by fire from the ether two platoon, into paasibla AT poeitiona

which alight hat* been by-pa.aed by the lnfartry in the vicinity af Kcaaeer»cheidt. A. .eon
a. thia lit platoon had reachdd the high gr.und just North af Keaaaracheidt, it waa te held

Up and wait fer the balance of th. coapany to cone forward.
At about 0530, U. Flelg leading, th* 1st plateen .tartod. A. Flelg reached the

•ntranc. t. th. draw read (046318) hi. tank .truck . aln. .nd thraw atrack. Thl., after
JL engineer, had 2/» hour, .arll.r roperted th. read t. be cl.tr .f ainea. Lt Plelg
reported thl. to ne eter hi. radl.. lUldhl. t. get that lank oUt .f the read. We HJ£

3\
^ '*'' Klf t

v ,<*-



ACeapany, 707th Tk.Bn.d

to go through.

«,!.«, *l* b.d thr«n . tr.ck .»« It .truck ta. In.. ftl.ll/ bl.*.d tta
r«d. I irlM t. drlr. th. .«.«! u* .r«nd It. but It «« .t«k « tta .U.P. dU»«T
.Up. d„„ ft. tta Uft OO. * th. r-d. * pUt«n .«t -****** »• W
£»• .r . .ihM b, at* » *» ta *- t. «.t .»«-tm -d..d. itak. - tnk
. t.. ..bl. fr. th. d..d tank, •- hlt.h.d It t. lb. M t-b. 01* th. d«d unb
., . plr.t, h. -dnctad *. 2nd tank .r.»d It tad U* tata tb. md. I t.ld hU ta t*.
ta.r«. - ta. *h.r t.b. .. «.t tta. .r«ta. H. ,.p..tad thl. pr«.» - MMMdMI,
.ChM .U th. rtldf thr.. tta*. tf ta. pl.ta« .nwd tta d..d tank.
I w.ntall., .. ..« •• "<• » *•* ••« *" d,,",,• X"Mttmt " ^ tt* "*'
I. th. dr... Th. *.» mm. Inth. r«d,(*l* tad «t b.« *.- »P b, pr«t«.
5» ^...ittar Mth. V4J.O0O .r *. 1/10.000 talch ..r. -d. Ut.r In th. .p.r.tl.n)
M»..ltatad . ,-d d..l .f .taPPln, .nd todM.fr I ««« •» •* -» l"* ~ M,ln*
„., p.rt .f tta l.ft *«ld.' »f th. r-d, but did Mi think .t ». Um ttat It...
L* MM d-.«. ta Mid up «, .f ta- »-tal* tank.. 1«* *« tbr^ ta.
|„ MM «r-»d th. n.r». .tan. brld,. •* .Urtad op in. *h.r e*> .f th. dr.. r-d
MM*! -« dlfft.«ltr. K..".'. - 0" "-"• "»"*•*• ta - •"""'» '* " U"~
L* .* 1*4 v unk .,«*. It r.,ulr.d M* b..klng tad ta<01nt ta n.,.tt.ta th...

C* fr- MM.. I-• •» »•*. - "*• MtA'M" ** " ** MU "** " ""
irKtaldi. H.M. tftar . tart, rt.u.1 r~.nMlM.nM .f th. rtiMtlM. thin,. .pp..r.d
Lrt, «ul.i. 1.«ntad tta tank .nd .Mi rUhi d«n th. r-d Int. to. drrtoid. ttar.
Ib«t 0»frO*», jMi in tl«. 1tmt Ml i. Id-*" . frrtUl 4«I*m» .f .l-.nl. .f

i. 3rd Bn 118th Inf f"« mmm*.
' A. ...n .. p«abl.. Ir.p.riM U1UJ. a* M.l.p.00 tf ta. 1.1 Bn Mhi. CP

L o^WM-ta. It.ld -..» Itad -«h Mtad itai I«M«M tta r«t .t tta 0-P.n,
i 3.i. - .<». «M«. - ««• •• »•«»«««. !<^«««~rt«»tt"k" p°*M **
„ih. Jrt Bn tat .fMtaldt. -«- - *>We«wJ"*'* ' eWl* "w,rtl

•3^

** ^a
* :.<-,' '
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1 Cmpmjt, 707th Tk.BnOO
ta. athdr.Ml fto. totaddt. I t-k up flrlnc p-IU.m Id tta .Md. .t th. ..utk-.tam
•Mdrt. .f i-.(053307)— a-* 0930-1000, a***—- -ta t- «" tank. J.lMd
„* 1pl.e.d th... t« .ddlU.«l tank, in th. Mrtia d.flLd. «. Mm -th fl.ld. -
fir. int. the town of Schmidt.

• It .bMtUOO, tta Ommm ..u*.r.ti..k.d .1th inf.** «d i«k.. 10 .n«, tank. .
.„. r.p.rt.d in -total*, but *«•» Md 1... «U ««. « ««•«• dth.-. * i«k
kn-kM «i t« tort. IT... »p.«-r .nd ta. .th.r itak MM knMtod Mi . third tortr tf.
§ « th. P«k .1 th. «MP. »M .f f m» Mltod v atantlM i. tta '•« ttat ta.
&.„t„ m» »to..tiM .n tta Uft ma * .mmtmmW. to.ua.. t-t -Mtnin, ...
up, 1«r.d «.r t. tta U«d ma. iMklt. ihr.u* « ."tard mth. ...t.r« .A.klrt.
| th. MM, I .p.«to •«>rk f(P.ah.r) (.to. la. p..lU«. Xflrto Md hit hi. ath J
„**. f a. Thta I dl..«.r.d ta.i 1tad Mmm » M-talUM .Mttobl. f.r Ito ,«.
Zt m. .11 in tta *m.m r.a. 1....M «rl«d -a 1-ta.d ito ami i. ft .1 tta r«k.
au. : - dim at* th. •*»• .m. mum -t a thar tMk. i t~k. .-<*. .f
-nut.. d.ittn, th. —IttM. Ito O.M.. MM M^UMd itotr »-k .»d .MMd fir..
t itat il-. « h.d MT AP. d. M.M4 «». t- «• "««« '« «"• •» flr,t "» "»
§. b.rr.1 .f hi. «-n. tto ah.r thr- i.M M-th. «tl» toft .1* •* th. hull .f th.
D.ra>n t.a .a ..t U .MM. "«M »f t».t MM .-MM.

I r«an.d in ta. m-Um '« • *-' •»«•. .. I -P-tad taut .« —T t-b.
lai tr, t.«-1« « .a. toft ma. *.»*«.. a. an* t- t.a. av a.t«.
I.™ aan. . .ton. «*» «ih — «-1 toa.. d. I ..a ««t. •«*•" »<—
I Thl. O.m.0 .«»torihr»l. — hMto. tort b, .b«i 1300. to «••! th. m-Imm
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did net at.P «t *—erehe.idt.<Soe Hoetr-p abit tola* her..)
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dJ Vtank. f.r MMUla. Mi t. .«- ——«^^^l^ |
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wtfa, «ad pai .*.ath « -ta.ut .a.™, if.. a**M mm « ~u aa
fai».(«ui «iy ttaM wnto.)
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Caea^oatniPt

I Wa.taW .mr tt. 'i.i. tad ««Md ma a. d-.f - a. aa.« -a a
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.una d« th. r-d la. ta *». -tola «-. to*, mm. f-. «ra « .ah.
ifim «-. .mm. . aa .—•* "•*"-%'" M*- Mmi<* " ,h* Wt
Lw a* «•«. «- .««« ~ **»—« - •"' *"• «owa. . h. tonrtati-
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.—a te •****-• a. a.rt tod tea -ntoU, .ra. 1eaU- ua - .-to
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litort. aaoitoi. aate-i* *»•*"-*•• «- — «*"«»«—«-"
U nl. tart .ta.a aa* tol. tot aaa a-jar^f-l" talftad Ito to. Mbto
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t. Berton«. tank. He in turn pulled flpoener areund tha bend In the reed.

U.fleig had radieed aa that he hed gett.n through. I •••ua.d that the reet of the
raad au.t to p.. -ble. I *«•"« Spoon.r t. tak. ch.rg.rf the aa Unk. and get th- through
iff Keaa.r.etaldt a. r.pldly .. powibl. wher. be wa. t. report at n.ig.
1 Xthen contacted an engineer Lt.(naae net known) whoa, platoon wa. then wcrking en th.
rid abaut 100 yerd. eouth ef thl. tad ep.t •«* ..ked him if ho could blew that projecting
re*ek eff. He said that he couldn't...that ho had no deaelitlene. *e hunted ar.und for a
few alnite. and found three Oeraan Taller .in., which tad pr.ileu.ly been recaov^i by the
Bnglneere, and used the... Th. eaall aaount .f •xpImIyo did lltU. aoro than blow the
aharpeet projection of thie rock.(Hoatrup Mid later thet what the .ngin.ere ro.lly ne.ded
hare waa either a eaapres.ed elr drill or e larg. aaount of TNT to do the job properly.
About fire ainute. after thl., S/Sgt.Uark.y with th. la at tank ef the let plate.n, c*.
dawn th. read. With the help fot * engineer platoon, we get hi* around th bad earner

and X eent hla on his way to Join 1*. Heif.
I Whil. w. were helping Markey, the 2nd platen rtartod to com denw tha road. The
loading tank was cemanded by S/Sgt.Zara.linekl. Riding with hla, I found eut later, was
U.Clerk, whoee tank had boon knocked out by amine in Ve.een.ck the preceding day. They
reached Fleig«e datd tank. But did not know of th. winching proces. uwd by Spooner.

(Hoetryp we. not in . poaltion tn aeo al thl. hiatolf. It wa. reported to hla e few
minuta. later by S/3gt Allan) They etUapUd to g. around tta do. Unk but .lipped off
the read and w.r. unable to back up owing *«• th.>U-p and alippary decline. They
dimeeuntod fraa th. Unk. Alao.t i*wdi.i.ly, .naay .rtill.ry •* "*** •*•**• l*»d*
Marty, JdlliiM Z.ra.Unk-1 .nd weundod Clark. 3/3gt.AU.n, eeaaandlng tha third tank
In tta pUt..n,tolBjejn(thl. w«. th. 2nd tank in Un. now that Cl.rk«. tank had been knock
| out) mm f*.«M wfwt •»! ftporUd thli Inotaaat t. m. to wpUlwd tta
|.ittanft .f tta t.nk. arri ..Id that to UUtYad that h. itoU aqu.e.e thr.ua* batw.n
'§. tee, ueing Zar.mn.kit. tank a. abuffer to prmnt hl.(All.f»t.) unk fro. Elding

int. th. dr.w. Xt.id hU t. go .h..d and ^M***
rough, pnt 3gtal»ra.n in c^ffl^pfflffi^j gg ^•ii^rmtRT: ited it.

S\M tiara lNrt 3S
'•-;.'.;-'• •',: '--:Z \:r^m^\
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Ua^gto a- to «nt b.ck -d l.d ta. n«t tank In th. pbt»n, m—ndM by S/Sgt.
I.4-, «u»«..full, through. Th.n h. MMMMd hi. «n t.nk .a -t.rt.d gr-rd. getting
through tot-m th. ta. >d..d' unk. In th. — mump.

f Y.m.n ,. to th. ro.d. dh« hi. tank r..ched th. tod c.rn.r, It .lippod tff th.
rJt to th. toft Md thrM th. toft lr..k. All-; dldnH kn- tai.. to tod hte t«k
pi th. t- diMbtod tank, .t tta .ntr.nc. t. tta dr., r-d. dh.n h. M.ctod . point
.hit 150 ,.«.. behind T.rnon. hi. tank .lipp.d .ff th. r-d ta th. toft ^ thrM. both
Utete. H.(Alton) =-. d.un .nd MP«t.d thi. to Min th. rlclnlt, a Sgt.I.rMn'.
tank. At .bout th. .-. tin., Sgt.tork., cm. up total! mth.t h. ted g.tt- .tuck in t
tlfb.tt- .f th. dr... Hi. tank tad .too thrcuwn ••» tod*.

f I „d. . .urr.,. tortoy-. t.a =.uld Ml to. pullM «i unl... .«.«• oould g.t to
il.,, P..HIM dir.ctly b.hlnd hi.. Thl. ... UpiMlbl. Ming t. th. to... tank .ff th.
r.d a ttat poldt. I d-ld.d ttot All--, tank, anu. both it. Inrtd, .-Id Ml to
id. .p.«il«a a*«t r.gul.r -Intan.nc Ttot -did n.1 tor. with ... Hmmm, ata

*k- M.h*. hoenk af the road past Allen's tank could bethe aid ef the engineer platoon, the right bacnk ec tne ro.u p«

dug away efficiently d. -11am ether traffic to pass.
This was about 1100.(4 Nov). I eent word back to Lt. Payne to take c*««d of the

tLs realm* en the high ground south ef r.saenack and to renain there until further
netice.

§«. started to uork 1-4.UI, « Sgt.I.m.nV..t«k. During tta cur., a th.
,ft.rno.n Mr.pl.cd th. tr.ck. I.r-n pull.d .h«d .b«t t.n f..t .a «b. thrM tta
Hck. thl. to. d».gi* ta toft ldtor tod, Uoang Mlntan.no., Md *tb th. tank
fill blMkln, ta. rad, - a.i» «Ptoo.d tta to.* -d h.tod ttai it would .to, put.
?.„.. .«.« da- «ah« 15 f.a - .. »d .gin ta tr.ck j-M* •». bt ta. ti
lt «. a* 1«0. tojor J.ck 0. Pi*. Bn S-3(707th) cm. d.un int. tta dr.. to ...
Lt „. h.lding u. up .nd t. find .a tay -a a th. tadly -.d.d tank .uPP.rt tod n*
f.tt.n through!. *«..r.ch.ldi. Aftar 1-klng .r«a to t.ld - - Mr. toing .r.rythin«
p...ibi. -d tat to ..uld MP.*.«. t. •^^kAsaLaft*'*16"*"

• • ffl MTaa" Yosoenaek.n.tlc.d .n .bwrnal n^gr »t «n c^g b.ck up tj»»jj|gflgpy '—"""^
£mgg . ma a . >• m •* ^o"*— ~ »• tt y\..- .^ . - • »

c
a
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Wo stopped a faw ef these men and asked them who they were and what hid happened. They

aaid that they belonged to the 3rd Bn(Hoatrup did net remember them saying which company)

cast of th. 112th and said that they were retreating from Schmidt. All they could talk

about waa enemy tanks and having been hit by our own air strike. Major Fiah made a note

of the la. However, befere we could report it. we mat Lt. Col.Flood CO ef thia Bn. He
I-

gare uo much the sao. story and said that he mas back trying to reorganise his man.
1 • #** •

Major *iah and I then went up out of the draw ta one of our tanks which had a radio

transmitter,, We reported the above incidents to cel Ripple and told him that the draw

road leaked as he might imagine the Burma read to look in flood seasoni That if mere tanks

were to get throggh to Kemaerahceidt, more engineers were needed and soon.

Cel.Ripple then ordered me to return to the draw to help and hurry the engineere who

were already there...that mare Engineers would be up during the nightd * then contact* d

the Engineer Lt. and told hla that the road had te BE FlXEDl (Capt.Heatrup has neglected

In part af thia narrative to bring out the fact that some artillery and martar fire waa

falling in this general vicinity making work alow and tedious. It waa purely interdietary

fir. for the most part, but it had the efftfct of keeping our sen pinned to the ground at
#: . • . ' •
M

the very time when all cautions should have been ebeandoned.)
1 '" "--

At about 1730, I received a radio message from CelRipple that there would be more
s

engineers dawn shortly. I was te be prepared te take the rest ef the company through

at.eawn the next day. Maintenance crews fer the tanka were en the way.

About 1900. l/Ltd Stanley Lisy, "A" Ca.Malntanacne Officer and his crew, accompanied

by the Bn Maintenance Officer. Capt.Oeroge C. Harris, joined ae at Tarmen'e tank. Lisy

Jjtaaediately put his crew te work. By 2200 they had the track back on again. The tank

acred ahead about 25 yards and eff came the track again, ffethen broke the track which had

t
become twisted. Lisy aent two men up to Lt. Flelg'a tank. They removed the good idler

fraa thl. tank, came back, replaced the damaged idler on lemon's tank and put en a new
1

track. By thl. time it wa. abeut midnight. Capt.Pinchen, the Bn S-4 pulled up in back

•fWaneon'a tank with hi. mipply train. Ho brought a massage from CeloRippl.. « Holiday

6 (Oen.Norman D.Cata) wants to giva you all the time Pft88ib^rfBi^^mB^Pur T*bllcea,
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BUT, that main aupply route must be open by daybreak. If necessary, you will roll your

iaaobilitod tanks down the alepe and into tho draw."

Upen receiving thia aessage, we renawmd our efforts to repair the tank. By 0200, we

had gotten the track back on the Unk. It atartod forward...aeved abeut 10 yarde. The

left ahouldor ef the read gave way and again off came the track. By thie time everyone of

as waa ready te pull eut hia hair, root by root. I decided that if Pinchon'a aupply train

ware te get through that night, we would hare tea top working on the tanks and get them

off the road.

i I erdered Sgt.Allen to fasten hie town cable to some trees and pull hid tank aa far

eff the road to the left as possible. Wo took two tew cablea and fastened them to Taraen*

tank, and some trees and pulled it as far eff the left bank as peaaible. TTe had to da boob

digging on the right bank to make sufficient room for vehicles to pass. Markey»s tank in

the bettoa ef the draw we left whare it was since we figuaed that gehlclea ceuld gat arour

it by using the switchback. This cleared tho MSR. The supply etarted through.(Per ita

difficulties see interview with Capt.Pinchon and Lt. Rogera...attached.)

1- 0V- I then walked up the road *id rejoined Lt.Payne, remianing there for abeut li hours,

About 0600, 5 November, * went back down into the draw and learned that the engineora had

gotten two bulldoaera in to the area, and had cut away enought of the right bank so that

the road was passable. I then went back to bring forward the rest of the oonpany.
-I

Onfthe way# 1 »t l/Lt. Leonard, (leader let platoon C.Co. f93rd TD Bn SP) who waa Just

atarting ta take his platoon down tho road inte the draw.(Two fiatoena of TD'e..,7 M-lO's

want through in the morning and 2 TD'a of the 3rd platoon went through in the afternoon);

I believe that he went on through with no e}reat difficulty. ( One of the M-10'a had

thrown a track in attempting te get out of ita bivouac area Just near the entrance to the

drat read. See Interview with capt, Marlon C, Pugh, CO C.Co.)
About 0700, I started forward with ay 3rd platoon, now 3 tank., the two remaining

tall, of tho 2nd platoon and ay awn command tank. I incorporated the 2 tanks of th.

platoon into the 3rd to give Lt. Payne a full Pla%jyg££y=^gglF

Jy-*fla k1 .••*• 3t
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• Lt .Payne led the way going down into the draw. I brought up the tear of tho column,

Thia time we experienced bery little difficulty in negotiating the tricky road. Lt.

Payne, with the leading tanka, reached the edge of the woods on the reverse slope of the

hill north of Kommershceidt about OfOO.

He was in radio contact with Lt. Fleig. I, at that time wee till only about 100
. . .

yard, past the bridge. Because ef the hill mass, I could not reach Fleig by radio. We
f

set up a communication net or chain: - Hoetrup to Payne to Fleig end reverse. Fleig

radioed Payne to remiine under cover in the waoda as a friendly Ail strike waa expected en

Schmidt about 100-1100. He was not sure of tha time. (The Air Support Party's jounnal
lfp> ••.-••

gives no concrete report ef an f»ir strike on Schmidt at that hour, .by Armed Reconnaissance
I '. ,-•

being flwon an the area did report having struck at tanks in that general area...see

journal fer ASP attached to materials on this action.) Payne notified me of this.

^ I then seat word to Fleig, that since he was In a commanding position, he should take

command ef all tanks there until such time as I could join him. My tank had stepped and

refueed to start. Something'happened to the motor.( No more explicit information waa vouch

aafod on that latter point.)

m Abeut U30, Col.Petersen sent word via Fleig that he wanted me to Join him at his

CP at(04553130) at about 1600 hours. I remained in position where I waa since the tank

would not budge.

- Abeut 1530, Fleig sent word again via Payne, far mo to come ahead in my tank to the
(

Regtl Cp and that he wouldmeet ae on route. By thia time, ay driver had gotten the tank

started. I continued up tho draw road and met Fleig in his tank about 150 yards from the
• " „-•-;. -,-•••' • • • .

112th CP. Together we continued on the this CP. Col.Petersen then ordered ae to remain
I

inth. vicinity of his CP so that he could have the use of ay radio for emergency ceoaun-

icatlon* He also told me to order Fleig and Payne to remain on the high ground in the
I •- i '••: -

vicinity of KoonerScheldt. The town was t. be held "at .11 cost." those were his order.

freauGen. Cota. I remained at the CP a. directed until this German counterattack came

down;the draw from th. NE, cutting .ur supply r.uta «hjut 0-330, 6 "or. I found out later

th*M**r that night and the I^£^8J^|j^t'he °eri.J Bkey»s tank la ^
u W*

• "
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dr..U ttat h. tod mm-1 tl«. hard ta O.M.M .ut*d. hi. tort, flki* Md toughing,
p*4 it a. »d tar. but •*!« n. .ffort to .-an. th. ln.id. .f th. fnk.

I0.1.M1 MM. dMldid ttat hi. Mr. by th. G.M.M tad bMguth ih« .ueh IM .10.
I. I, togtl OP. to h. Mr.d it fMMrd to tta «« 1-alM » tat .f th. tot Bn in
KMMr.oh.idt. W. .rrir.d th.rMb.ut 0500.(6 KwMtor.)

lfttP»yn«i
fwh.nw. starts off the merning ef the 5th, I lad out. ta had eome difficulty

negotiating the switchbacks on the both sides of the draw* bat get through without miahap.
We moved very slowly. I^n* most of this time we were under intermittent mertar and art-
illly fire. Ab.ut 3A of the way up the hill towarde RJ053315), we caught up to the
TD'I. The leading TD under Lt.McElrey had received adirect hit by enemy artillery and
thrown atrack. We eat there in the read for nearly an hour. Finally Lt. Leonard came
back and asked a. to lead out. He pulled hi. vahiclee off the road into th. weeds.
I older ay other four tanks to wait in position. I then went forward, part the tdt. and
halted in the woods Just below the crest of the hill. From this position I radioed
Pitt, and asked for diraction to hi. positions. Hetold me to take cover and stay put
until he called for me as a friendly air etirke was expected shrotly. I moved my t.nk
off! the road and into the woods placing it next to aTD. While waiting for word from

Fill., I "• **rpri"<i to M9 the wst °f * Uf*8 °°m for,,ard* I diMWBtwd»
halted them and moved them off the road and under cover.

About 1230, (Payne was not.t .11 certain ef the tie.,) there was an air strike in
sJtidt.) (This is net shown in the ASP Journal. However, the ASP Officer, MaJ. IW.or
.mod that it might have eccured.He had been unable to maintain radio contact with tho
planes flying Armed Reconnaissance. ) Shortly after this, Lt.Fleig raUed me by radio a,
«§ fid mto com. ahead to Kommerscheldt, staying aff the read to the right as I moved
.1th. I -ed my platoon down Int. the western edge of t«m wher. I met Lt.Flolg. H.
tld me to take over his positions .nd h. moved over onto th. left flank ef the town,
wltook .ver his P^^^B^IfeV^S^^ t&ffi^slS^ * ** T,%T*

rU4U #0.
••• •' -••'
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noon, occasionally pulling up te the crest of the hill, firing a few rounds of HE into

Schmidt and then pulling bock into covered positions. Abott 1730, we moved around into

the shallow draw Just north ef the town. During the night, Capt.Pinchon came up with

some weasels nringing a small amount of gasoline and rations and water.

At about 0530, 6th November, I sent three of ay tanks back to the gaa dujap NW of

the town forre-fureling. When these had gassed up, they returned and we took ever poaitic

an bath right and left flansk of the town to relieve Lt. ?leig and his other two twaka

who then want badk to refuel.

Abeut 0900, 6 November,the Germans launched another counterattack with about 3 Cls "'

aadsome infantry. (Noneof tiose interwaawed knew hew many). Thie attawk waa broken up by

our artillery, supported by our tanks and the TD'.# During the entire day, we were under

cbservad artillery fire from positions almost all around us. We were on a foreard

•lope, aa was the i lfantry who were dug in an the forward/ slope. The enemy had vir-

t*U7 unrastt*c°*d •be.rv.tion from the higher ground in Schmidt, Haracheidt to tha south
and setuth east, and ffom Bergstein and Burtgen tothe east and North. Aa as result.

1
waihad to contl unually moge around and change our peaitiefre to prevent being registered

if&on by either enemy artillery or high velocity weapon(fcankw,td*a or AT guns) whidh

could place direct fire en us, (This constant movement created z heavy drain on the
•'Mi-

small amounts of gaaoeline available. Hewefve*, from presently available information
m • -••• •• •••'••••.'

"** °f the Tk" Wer* preTented from fu"ctlening during the short period in Keamerschaidt
because of lack of gas.)

That night, we remained in and around the buildings in the town. Three ef the tank*

pulled back into the shallow draw Just north of the town. Lt.Fleig sent twe ef his tanks

te the rear. They had auffered direct hits during the day. The turrete of both had become

Jammed a. a result.

Tuesday morning, 7 November, a strong enemy attack began with tanks and Infantry.

1 £2untad about 10 Uak9* * spotted a German tank censing around the western end of
|P

Kowinerscheidt. She11 fragment, the previous day h.d damaged the elevating mechaniam ef

ay gun. Iwas "|fi^&|f^^ sufficiently^yBJ^S^S^P-tho German tank.



A Company, 707th Ik.Bn(M)
1

We did register two hits on his turret but the tank kept en coming. I hollered to the

TD'e which hadn't yet seen this German tank to »get on him." They spotted it after a

cauple of minutes and each placed two rounds right inte the German tank. It backed eut.

We saw it no more.

I Abeut 0900, our infantry started felling back en the left flank. They yelled to ua

that a german tank attack was earning an fram that direction. I took my tank and two

ethers and moved over to the left flank(eastern part iof Kemmersaheidt) to ward eff thia
w: '

threat. As soon as we started te move, German artillery opened fire on us. I pulled my

tank ever the crest out of the shollow draw, and spotted a Tiger Tank in among the houses

in the eastern end of the town. I called for S/Sgt.Lipe who was cammanding one ef the
m • '•

ether tanks to come up en my right flank and engage this tank. He opened fire on the
jf :..••:•:«? •'•• :¥m

German tank and hit it with his first round of A*P# German artillery and high velocity

weapon fire was coming in damned close to me so I pulled my tank back into the protection

of the shallow draw, radioing Llpe to do likewise. Apparently he did not hear ne. Anothe
Ip

German tank started coming through the center of the town between a couple of houses.
f •-'.•. ,- ;,.

SgULipe engaged it, hit it, but in turn had his own tank knocked out. S/Sgt Olaen's

tank en Lipe's right was knocked out by German artillery or AT fire. Lipe dismounted
m

from his tank and took over a tank destroyer whose crew leader had either been killed

er wounded, and stayed with it firing at the Germans until the TD itself waa knocked

out. We were forced to withdraw from Kommerscheldt. I first withdrew te the woods iramec

lately to the west ef the town, but when artillery started registering in en this area,
1 '•

I a»jved north to the vicinity of (052317).

I There I dismounted fram my tank and found my way on feet to the Regtl CP for
inaguctian.. I met col.Ripple there. Ho told ae that we would have to stay with our
tanks and slug it out. He had been ordered to hold the position at All Cost.. I re

turned to my crew. Shortly thereafter, I received a radio message from Col.Ripple that

an enemy tank was coming Int. our position sot en the left flank and that I was te

move forward to engage it. I ^s^Udup out of ^j™*^^ "g4ank Wauld not puU

l/.^



A Company 707th Tk.Bn(M)

(Pajn9) Up the grade. I .ed to go b.ck through the woods. My t.nk got bellied
en a ridge in the ground and th - . track. I radioed this bad news to Col.Ripple and
told him that I didn't think we could fix the tank during daylight, but that we might
tryit after dark. I then had my crew dismount ahd take up infantry positions, after
they had removed and taken with them various parts ef the guns. We did not at that time
destroy the guna, because we her~d to return to the tank and make use of lt. We had
loft about U rounds of HE and reund of AP ammunition in the tank. We spent the balance
•f that afternoon in foxholee. awards dark, we decided that we had better not attempt
to repair the track since durin. the afternoon an/enemy patrol had been poking around
the"tank. After dark, I asked »r volunteers fer a patrol to go back to the tank to

recover the badly needed U re* de ef HE and 1 of AP for the one tank(Lt.Fleig'a) which
still remained in operation by ie time. The patrol got the Ammunition with ne trouble.
♦ I -

From thie time en, until- e were ordered to withdrew* we remained in these positions
.'-'•- •''••. .-

p • - -
Lt.Flsla;*-

On the morning of 5 Nora* *r, about 06-30, an heavy enemy mortar and artillery

barr*e began. It lasted fer a* at a half an hour. When it lifted, the enemy lainchad
an attack with abeut 5 tanks .r some infantry, perhaps a company. I was still in

positions on the right(west) fi nk of Kommerscheldt. We got eeven direct hits on a
German Mark VI tank and iamobk .led lt. The attack seemed to bog dawn then until about

0900 when the Germane either jt^ewwd the attack or launched a second attack...this time
aitheut tanks. During this second attack, the TD«.(C Company 893rd TD Bn) came up.
Oof platoon went into position near my platoon on the right flank. Asedond platoon
went inte pe.itlens en the lor flank. The 3rd platoon of TD'., so I wae told, waa to

beheld In reserve in the woods Just south of the regimental CP. xttx*taow«kaxxxtfat

iMJpaaodudxMxxx.

j| About 1130, after I had heard several rumors of atask force being eent up to
ratave us, pass through and attack Schmidt, I^^^J^^^ to flnd °Ut if

ttosrumsfi and tol<rfi Ron would be to support
*r*t*sra. ta/ia^aiuuLj u - . * #

Y*t-viT >*•. T&



Accompany, 707th Tk.Bn (i

(Fleig) the attack of this task force as it advanced through ua to Uke Schmidt.

This stuck was scheduled, he told me, te Jump off from a line of departure, our then

front line in Komnershceidt, at abeut 0730, 6 November.
I '..."..•.

I radieed Capt Hsetrup, via Payne, that Col Peteraen wanted U see him at 1600

to take plans far this attack.
•Me . .

The Germane attacked regularly, at abeut Uhour intervala throughout the day.

Wo withstood all attacks and butUned up for the night in our position, on the right
flank with infantry support. We were short of both fuel and ammunition by thie time.
Both were to be brought up during the night.

| The TDe withdrew under cover of darkness to re-arm. We were ordered to remain in
P#iti0n t# h*1P r<>P61 tnj counterattack that night. Also because chances were great
*1? " ^ ,dthdreW' the inf,ntl7 would -l8- Pull eut. Throughout the night, although
thara was ne atUck, the Germane harassed ue contiguously with mortar and artillery
fire.

;v Several hours before dawn (it was about 0300) Capt Kelly Uld ae that while th.y
had been able to get water, rations and ga aa line up, it didn't leek as though we were
going te get any ammunition, (See interview with Capt Kelly).

Ie daylight came, we again took up positions to c»rrj out our fire support for
the atUck expected by the Ta* »«.„. a^ neyer -teriaiia0d. our dispeeitione

throughout the morning were...1st platoon (TKS) plus one piitoon of TDe on the right
CggO fUnk of KOMMSRSCHEIDT. Th9 3rd platoon (TKS) with another platoon of TDs
*'#be l6ft ^8t) fl*nk* Th9 ««rnlnj was relatively quiet. Enemy artillery and
m*f»Ur fire "*• 8Paai»dic. I daubt that ever 20-25 rounds came in on ue.

IShortly after 1200, our infantry wa. harassed by enemy Unka in Schmidt. Seme
*«" lnf*nt17 b/ ***** iim mn " 8haken «P and unnerved, that the mere sound ef a
G.m.n Unk sUrting its a.t.r, caused • few of thea U leave their foxholes and run

tSat" r8*r* °Cm inAntxy Sgt> ab#ut L330, cam. running towards ay position. 1 .Upped
h%nd .sk.d him why he was running. He mouthed*h.: answer. \»A German tank." I



held him there Ulking te him te eteady him....sked him if he hedn't learned in training

that a tank cannot depress its guna te hit a man on the ground when it has come within

35 yarda,-if he hadn't learned thtt a tank can run over a foxhole without injury te

the occupant, and if he hadn't learned that the safest place during an artillery ar

mortar barrage (neraal...not air bur at.) waa hi. foxh.le. He replied "yessir...but

X'can't sUnd it anyaore." This .>gt was net an isolated case. The infantry were in

fery expoaod position. They were dug in en the forward elepe...exposed to direct fire

from the higher ground in Schmidt, and Harecheidt. In addition, the Germane had begun

teliake considerable use of air bursts with their artillery. Thia was becoming

increasingly effective against both the infantry and the TDe, whose open turrets provided
•'#•
little protection agcinet artillery.

The aituatien became critical. Many of the infa itry were leaving their positions.

Col Peterson ordered the Unka and TDa te take the German Unka in Schmidt under fire
•It-
in an attempt U restore the situation. Lt Leonard, who was commanding the right

plaUon of TDs (1st Plat, C C#> TD) and I made our plan. I waa UUke my Unka up to

the crest of ths hill Just in rear (north) of Kommerscheidt U draw the fire af tho
'Wr •-"-,::•.'. ••-::,.•' -
enemy Unka, whe he and hie platoon maneuvered to the right in an attempt to get behind

the enemy armor. We decided that he should be the ones to do the maneuvering since

his TD guns were aero capable *f knocking out the enemy tanks, which we believed U

be Mark Vie.

I I and my three tanks moved out in the attack and aa planned immediately began

drawing fire fram the enemy tanka in the vicinity ef Schmidt. Lt Leonard dismounted

from hie vehicle in the face of direct enemy fire from an enemy pillbox 4t (0575-3000)

and tried U lead his platoon into position. They did not move. I saw him return

to his vehicle and from his gestures assumed that he was ordering his gun commanders

* fallow'hla. He again walked forward, still under direct seal1arm. fire from thi.
pillbox, and motioned his TDs to corns forward. They still did net move. That wa. tho

itt I saw Lt Leemrd.



S'

By that time,.-my position was becoming untenable because of heavy artillery fire
I •

and considerable point blank fire from eneay tanka and/or TD.. I withdrew inU the
I • ' ..-.....'-•>:

defilade offered by the shallow draw Ju.t north of Keavneracheidt. Two of my tanka, as
|1 '•• ":

a result of this fire, had sustained damages which had Jammed the turrets..of both.
HI ...•...'. .•:"• '• ji-

During ths actionk which took place some Urns between 1330-1430, we destroyed one enemy

Mark VI tan!, in the vicinity of Schmidt. After this, the situation quieted down. We

fired intermittently from our defiladed pamitien inU Schmidt with HE.
I M.' '• '
:About 1730, I sent the two tanks with Jammed turrets te the vicinity of the gas

dump U act as rear guard and reserve. We again remained in place and under ever of

darkness pulled into town and Uok up positions among the houses in the western end of
•I

the town.
Itjf ". <•
tl Nov - It was very quiet during the early part of the morning. At about 0600
M ...••'•--

a heavy enemy artillery barrage begpn. It lasted for about half an hour, At 0630 tha

Germans attacked with infantry and Unka. I aaw only 5 or 6 Unks. We later neard that
•%• ' ••-•

the Infantry was estimated at roughly a batUlion. (Thia does not quiet coincide in

time aspects with the 28th Division G-2 Periodic report for the period but in essence
| • -

it if very close. The report for the period stated that an estimaUd 30 German Unks,

scroe of them Mark Vis were used as close-in artillery"to overerun the infantry
# ' . •••.-^im

position.. The attacking infantry was believed to have atUcked from two directions.

It was estimated to consist of approximately 500-600 men from the 1055 Inf Regiment.)

Our infantry were over-run end forced to withdraw U the next available cover (wood.

in vfclnity of the gas dump). The Unks and TD. fought a rearguard action. We loot
m : '""••••

two tanks and three TDe from enemy action. In withdrawing, two more tanka were dlaabled

by thrown tracks. When we reached the woods NW of the town, our one remaining tank and
•fi.

two Remaining TDs took up defensive positions on the eastern edte of the woods facing

towalds Kommerscheldt with fresh order. U held this position st all casta.

IThe roaaiidor'of the afternoon and night wo remained in these positions and fired

at So enemy in Kommerscheidt. {According to infornat^on from Lt Col Harry E. Ueesec,
-i9- mvemuM ^

>'• i .»Ti **



28th Division G-2, the Germans are reported U have withdrawn froa Keener ache id t in the

afternoon having accomplished tlair aim of driving the Americana out of the town and

reducing the threat to their rood net through Schmidt)(Pri sonars Uken during the night

ofjt.he 7th reported that an attack had been planned for before midnight, 7 November, ,

but our artillery plus the fact thet their tanks had run over and crushed eome of their

own infantry troope, so disorganized and diarupUd thing, that the infantry balked ot
m •, - .••: •

otUoking. Bad-they made this attack, aasumlng that the report is accurate, they would

undoubtedly have suoceeded in over-running the badly shaken American positions. Aa it » *

wa., the German radie is reported U have triumphantly bleated forth the fact that they

had annihilated the 112th American Infantry. In essence, they did. Over Approximately

150 men ef the regiment are atill listed as missing. At the close of action, 9 November.
f

'•": - ' .•'••"••

it waa definitely no lender an effective fighting force. (This froa Lt Col T, B.
i ' -••-.' '-'-y-'-,• v."•-

Brigga, Divi si en G-3).

8 Nov - We held our positions during the morning. The only enemy activity that

X can recall was enipar fire from both flanks, and occasional merUr fire. Abeut 1700
t

Colonel Neleon, whom I later found out was the new CO ef the 112th (Peterson waa wounded)

came uo to the Regit CP and gave ue orders to withdraw under cover of darkness.

-fH At 1730 we received orders to destroy the remaining tank and TDe. Wa did so

although it was a difficult task without light and with orders to make no noise.

At about 1300-1930 we started our withdrawal. About 1900 wa came under mortar

fire. This disrupted our column. The column scattered and broke up inU small groups.
| -•', •/•••-?::••

Various sized groups were rounded up and started on the way again, by different officers
m . :„

ef the column. Capt Hostrup and I had about 50 men in ours. We went down the hill in
•1p- - ,; • -•'•"

close column, close Ugether U avoid losing contact (about 2 yards between men and

columns), forded the stream about 200-300 yards north of the bridge since we suspected

ltfwaa still held by the Germans. Up the other side, we skirted the edge of th. wood.

south of Ves.ien.ck. It was beginning U get f.ggy when wo entorod Veaecnack .bout 2300.

we did ss we encountered some small arm. fire, friendly or enemy w. never did find

out, but suffered na^J^L^its^f.naa I knew, W^^®gg^lbout eut on our



'n
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feet by Uis tiae. (CapUin HostruO saidthat they did not mo or encounter anoth.

edngle eoal in the course of the withdrawal after the column am. initially scatter,

too aarUr fire). We continued aerth threugb Tea earn ok to the draw, where wa turn-

waat and laadod for Oarmeter. Wb arrived thor. at about OO30 9th Move.bar. We voi

I think, tha first an*. U roach ta. .rem. (This la probably true, sine, the majar

ef toe group remained in *» initial ataeably are. just north of the draw for the n

on ardor by General Davis). Th. n»xt morning, 9 -ovember, it etarted U anew.

Thia was the last action ef ACaapany in thia area. It had last 15 of ita 16

tanka, 52 aan of the Company'. 110 men ware mUsin*.

•/^•-•rwi
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