The German Viewpoint of the Battle

The following are reports written by German commanders who participated in the action
against the 28th Infantry Division near Schmidt.

Some highlighting was in the documents when scanned, and the condition of the originals
were not always ideal. Moreover, there are some notes within the margins, but these may
not necessarily involve staff ride discussion questions.
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:Germen Army. (Translated from the Ger-
‘man text by Gen Gersdorff in the pres- '
)exce of Capts. . N. B, Sigbend and F. C.
‘Mahin, USFET Historicel Officers. ‘,!‘!inor
parephresing and edditions were made: by
the. historical officers, all of . which

TNTRO DUCTION

|, When the second battle for Aechen hed ended: At this

ri"c'enf"




: :a§vén¢éfé§u1diBe helted. Hoﬁever, it wes felt that
": 77  it wouiduhbt bé sud¢eesfui'to‘eliminete'the penetre-

9 ;fti¢§§fth§tfﬁéd béen made on both sides of Aschen nor
Would 1tbe pOS‘S 1b1e to push the enemy'f.'orces west to

TfiLtﬁé58§uhdéfy?§£fcérmany. The'cify:6fjA§chen wes finelly
~ lost to the Americen forces 20 Oct 44, i
}?yé_ihtéiiigencé réporté‘of;thb?dérméh ArTmy ﬁ;&é :

iélegr}the%fééﬁithétfiﬁithe3Ahchéﬁ%?éliegé?secterther'“ Bl

AT | e
470

liﬁ?ﬁqae'éf?fgefﬁmétidanfd:ivé'Waéitﬁé%hﬁhr“iﬁdustrial s

fﬁréé;Wiﬁhitﬁé;éities of Cologne and Dusseldorf es the

S

7pti¢§fﬁQbhje¢tijés;'"0n thé5north'we4feitfthat the Bri-

{éfigh;;;fé?égérdinéte”gction_wouidjalssidrive for’the
_J{ﬁﬁgf; %ﬁeép;£g down fnoﬁ fﬁ; nofth;A Théﬂresultq of
;;E§#Sidéféfig£!onvthe ebove point féiealéd to ‘us thet
vl';tﬁé fiéh£.f1ahk of‘the Lrericen ettgék (north) Would‘bé\

.JUét.‘north of Morscheu, We falt that tht; mein effort

w0vld'be'dire¢ted at the ~“urtegen - llonscnau = Duren roed




izt Pore the:ﬁﬁrpose of (1) cépturing Duren and (2) seizing

1'4.the Roer Dems.
- i % i > s % 4

- CtThé f§110Win8 were the reasons that influenced us

'vf ?fin the;deqiSioh of committing the Fifth Tz Army: - (1) The
. length of the front of the Seventh 4tmy (from Geilenkir-

¥
i

"L]g§ jﬁchenﬂtq”Trier)_was too broad to effectively hendle the

j’:i}ff:§i§§d¥ifi§ﬁ'6f_the taské at Anmy\iével;;:(z) Duringﬁéﬁe

e bmught“‘intb‘thearea(Pz’Gren “units)., “Also other forces

orahighlympbile ’ty}p‘e were 'pm@t ?omard. This made
qualif‘iedtodirect o ” T;thju}as “ St Firth o ATmY.
lii;' f(3’f§£§'Af5énnéé offenéive-Wthﬁjhad'been»pléhned.gt this
'  ﬂ.F1m§ éiéé,influenced plaéing‘of‘thé Fif Tz ATmy iﬁ the
/.;-'i;né:6f é§é§ﬁ§e. e w;s believed fﬁai this would hide o

theApreparatibns that were being made for the Dec ettack,

 The boundery between the Fifth Pz pruy end the Seventh
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- Armi_was the<saue'és the one between the LXXI Corps

end the LX{IV Corps end ren on a line Vicht - Schevenhutte -

to §ust north of Duren - Bruehl. The Tifth Pz Army, at

,_thé‘ééme’timewthis line beceme effective, took control

7bf:thé”1KXXI-Corps. (This wes bp 22 Qct 44.)

. Tnis line was mot satisTactory to the Seventh Army

~ because it ren on un engle to the northeast. It was”

| assumed that when the Auericen ettack drove to the east

'ffifﬁ*iijjtteffdrégéjﬁéftﬁ;bfftheilinéTWbHId“wifHaiéW'infﬁhéffffff

‘Aéiréétibn endithQse south WOuld'withdraw to the east.

. That would leave en open ccrner in the diresction Duren -

Calbgne thrdugh which the American forces could .pene=--

trete, Ain attempt by the Seventh fArmy to have the
'boundary between the two Armies chernged to a more
setisfactory position was not civen favoreble considera-

tion oy the LOL. i -n the beginning of iovember, tnerefore,
o < £S5 ’

the risht wing of the Seventh frmy was ir the Hurtgen

s e o —




?at the Gbrﬂarc terned the tn’“d

'phase of the battls‘for'ﬁachen. The order of battle of
"?,tre r1~ht ’1anr of: tne LXIV Corps (CG, Gen Streube)

s as £iv en alono the blue lines 8s indicated on sketch 1,

.The ‘infertrv éivisions of the Corps (275 and 89) possessed
‘»}vthe fe ults of being orcenized hurriedly whdile holding a

. front in the Siegfried Line, Meny improvizations were:

Sz e

’f;”necessa v end there etisted 1nsufflcgcnt quantity of

4 - o~ : —— ke ‘_ S B b i S i s R i eSS0 »,:.}.. ha To W oG
v 2 1 { S S Py Y

Gy et L it e i At

“Line Suyb=-section with Gen Gersdorff, 8 Nov 44, question 1)e
Lidin 0 The qt“enﬂth 5f the 1:fertrv divi ions was complete but

the dist ibutlon of mntbrial emong the sub units was

»',uﬁsé£iéfactqf§. ;égéfpéféénﬁélyof‘the units were not
 501§iérs._ihey wefeéeéohdary troops end formerly
AaSSignéd'witﬁin thé néﬁian end hed no field experience,
'The 6fficers eﬁd ndnééqmmissiongd of r'icers were not

~sntisfaetory and left much to be desired. The weapons

o e el g

nf_:?:ferie_'.l_,f_oz_f_q.t.y;iéﬁ?_tiop.~ (See. ?nfﬁ}:vief'ﬁby, Slogfried . -




ﬁ;fﬁérqeﬁnsatisfaéfefy'andfnoffnniform; The artillery regi-

'Vf?nenfs wéreicomposed of guns of German, Russian, Itelien,
A;?ijehd French ofigin.;fra?_eome”offthese foreign guns there
ﬁde'en!iﬁéufficiant supﬁly of‘ammunitien,ii.e.; the 1858

~ﬁdséihe:howitzer.f>There:were 5150 very few Avaeapons,
‘e dee __. / _ 3 ey
*ibut a sufflcinnt supply of bazaokas and panzerfausts.
FEspecially distressing was the personal c&othing of the

! n

écldderia“*This wes especially;felt'when‘the'weather‘became i
afobial

LSt £¥ ey

cold and wet and we 1ncurred a lerge number of non-battle i

; ¢asae1t1¢s; .

V;Hf;}li; theieeseffe;Satteliené or'the?AEQxfthe'self-
7ef{’£fepe11ed guds numbered approximately 12-15. (Nbrmal
‘!t;;d;?strength about 30 ) 'These were notuiﬁ satlsfactoff
}eondition. Later thevArmy gave to the Corps grenade
"battalions wh%cﬁ performed very satisfecforily south-

ﬁest of Hurtgen. In the rear, orgenization was begun

I =




7:;f g# £T@z§n§_bétween the Roér aﬁd.Erft Rivers.
: Qdmﬁﬁhiﬁj digg;ng @roﬁps worked between the Roer end
| Urft,".Rii}:érs \
. *he nSht flank of the Army ren through heevy
\ f'Qé§ds;;#ﬁjoin§§§he second\portidn of the Siegfried
'ffA  '#in;jéfibréiggigereiéhen Jjust wés;'of Gér;éter. ‘The
. '_ 81‘3@1’1'19‘”*1“8 _»'ii???,?,_cbn'éisted of e single line of :'pi;'ll-.-w.

| boxes, widely syaced, thet commended the primery end

f%ﬁ:%%ifﬁfﬁééﬁénﬂﬁijibﬁasfand:8180.theifirebreakéaffInwthe‘eastt“ftf,yﬁztiﬁt

.,}Qfﬁﬁéiﬁui#?éﬁ’féreéfvtherglwere‘the large open arees

. 'bf:H4:t$§§;; V§§s9§é¢k'- Bérgsteiﬁ'ghdls§hm§dt which
’véieapfviﬁgg?tgnge by reuson of their eievation,(betweenlmu

'f 380 gﬁdedoiﬁéﬁefs), “Thét'sector played an imprtent
.‘irolé_iéifhé}défense of'thevRoér area ébuth of Duren.
In the vooded aréa the terrein was especially b:.d and L5

the mudbecame @orse with the ffequent snows and rains,

The entire wooded area contained so many differences in




élé?éﬁi;ﬁ piuélthé §5h&1¥i§h“§r £ﬁe soil thet it Qas
exér‘g@giy aifficult to éoxnin;t tenks.,

i prfhﬁest of Gemund there'were two glant dams
.Séhﬁgiﬁénadl énd Urtttalépérre),which were 1mp6rtaqt

‘ 1hdustr1a11y andvéconomiégllyvfor the generation of

v

S

: §1ectr1éity wast‘of‘thé Rhipe'andgfor

the militery
'-‘1mpdf£§h¢e of controlling the level of the Roer River,

}'VTﬁe §ﬁéii'dam:nearUé;éggqg§§g§;§é§_ném;mpartance.

special-orderswereissue df or‘ the protection” of ~ 'ﬁe’ se -
dams, ATher§were‘smali AAibéttériés emplaced snd also
v'%ééﬁrifj.tf&op§ §o'§rot§c£'théVdéms;4 (Bérrgge belloqng

v fhédlséen é$;ioygd in thé éaﬁféf§§; $ﬁtvb& this period
théy'ﬁérevn§7idﬁgér invé usable conditiqh. The dems

and generating_machinery wére prépared for demolitioh;

Tﬁé é£§i had en oppbrthhifyvin Octpber to draw on

rofmer.experienées in the Hurtgeh Forest., That wes the

bettle of theAgth Americen Division when the Todtenbruch




wéé;ldét (sbuthwest,bf‘Genmeter); (Regiment vegelein

"‘ff;Q whi1e proceeding to another point hed been stopped end_

'ﬂ  directed into this battle and after some intial successes

'ffkﬁwag hglygg;); The fighting in the Hurtgeh was as costly

'“a"éhe:defending trquS as it was to those engeged in
77j}thé offensiVe., In eddit¢on to the natural difflculties
<”'of fighting 1n a forest there uere the added complica-

*tions:orwpoof"communication, poor observetion, danger - -

from flank sttacks, etcs The dirferances in elev.tion and

'andded rurther to the difficulties present. The Seventh

':Q}?ff directed that the front should be held 1n the

“kyfij*wbodS,_as_far west as possible 1n sPite'br @1sedvantages

ji-fﬂotfthe_tolibwihgvreasons: (1) The joining of the.
Aeaétéfnmbst portidn of the SiegfriedﬁLine west of Germeter
. by the troops in defense should be retained. The defense

: was to bé'complete and strong so that from neither the




Fyo st

o north or‘ the‘ a‘ou‘}h COuid peﬁetrf—““" Or she fioafr ed
v‘:_,I.i‘ne be posaible. (z) 'I‘he 11ne of deferse 1n the woods
‘_shouid hold baok the enamf rrom the dominating elevsted
5giip°§1£ions ;f Hurtgen; Groaehao; vossenack Schmidt |
et 5 o e

i*}the enemy fnom.gaining the dams which we heve mentioned :
“-ibi.-,a‘.l}j.,__,:_. e % i’ : S = o
"cf:abova that were or military and economic importance.

S ..L« i d

MEFSRG LIS

':f;;t;_;jf(4) Becauso of the plans alre?dy made for the Aroennea ;

‘ ,:-.,.‘_'. ~._ ;_\.u:_:,... s i ORI

TIEA;;reQ;i;e it was extremely important that absolutely no
thiachanée take-place in the'front 1ine then existent in the :
ir;iiin%téeo;Eofaat; (5) Wevrcalizea that.herein the Hurtgen
;»to;aat‘toaiaubatiotit;tae'agericapa.possessed g tae air,.
'1-in tanka;ﬁaadAin aitilier& coaid not be employed as
‘aftaotiaeijjagainstvtﬁe éehmaa”forces.as would be.possie
. ble in opaniterrain. (§)bureo, becauae of its position

as &.road net center eand communications zone, must be

/0 : "
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retéiﬁed éﬁdrﬁroteciea; In the defenéé of Duren it

.was.impbftaht td retain tie road'Dgren @ - Gey - Ilurtgen

:because:6f itsnorma1 function and also becsuse most of
15 bur sﬁpﬁiies ufiliied'it.

iy RATTIF OF TUE HURTGEN FORTST

} b
P : i ¥

\ i

 From’the'beginning of Eoﬁember &nd the opérations :

-~ whieh deveioped until the Ardennes’offensive it 18 neces-
fwi;Q;éﬁﬁFe$sar$Mtof¢onSidérmthe—reasons~givenwabovemto"fully gsppreclie-

= etethed ifficultieswof tne fighting “The en nd officers
.Nw§re fgllyv;bg#izent¥ofvthe”imporfaﬁcé.of this zene of
"5  ;}“j lfore, fhé%q}eiisted}the bitter‘fightlng~f§r every foot>
ofgroundlfnd:résulted in}the.cédnteraﬁtacks which at
;@eé ﬁer§ suc§eésru1Aas ﬁéli as unsuécessful. It is a
| fect. thet es thgstrengtﬁ end bitternéés of the fightix;;

incrcesed coupled with the conditions of the grund end

the westher and the effects on all ermg’there was a

/




similéfity thet was noticeable between this fighting and

_that of the lest yesrs of the first Vorld Wer. (1) For

- (1) At this point, Gen Gersdorff further expanded
_“verbally, "I heve engsged in the long cempaigns
"~ in Russia as well as other fronts, in addition to
" the time'I spent on the Vestern front end I believe
. tre fighting west of the Roer, and especially in
il the Furtgen, was ‘the heaviest I have ever witnessed."
.+ (Capt N.Be Sigbend). . ” -

‘2‘f'rtnéHSéVéﬁfh Armi the Hurtgen,afea'waS,always an "open
- wound", and wasva very distmmbing factor in the planning

"7~+fdr»tﬁé;Ardéﬁﬁes"bffensive.SéBecause~ofmthemcontinhed¥~ et e

fignt ing, Seventh “Army - was elways forces to sttempt to

'.ééiﬁéff%ffééégiééérﬁéltrdopé for.thé battle in the
u}‘¥::fﬁﬁf§g;§;i;?£;§§ f§ divis;ons.tﬁat were in the aree, we
’ fA wefe }§f$idaép“f§'utiliiévBééaﬁ§e §hey hed been earmerked
1,.f6rt£§lﬁxdeﬁnéé.}(szénd ss’ﬁhitsvﬁere elreddy under
 ‘ c$ni£514df,£ﬁé Armieg that were éﬁing to fight in the
Ardenhés).“ ?ﬁ§se d#visions ned to finish their organ%za-

tion and instructions behind the tront, or in the inective

sectors, the ouly zones we werc perumitted to sormit thems

/o2




vﬁs_eh'éxenrle of ~11'  the 47 VG Div misht be cited.
(47 ¥C Div was elmost completely destroyed in stout three

. days just north of(Schevénhutte in evout mid-MNover.ber

2: 'Whéﬁﬂ1t was conmitted in a criticel sector with incomrlete
95};§rejgrafion). Further it misht be seid that the Siegfried

| e
] 5

"= Line Divisions which possessed secondery troops end poor
'”*Tf&,iweapons weré'likewise'1114qualified for committment +in

o .f‘,the dit‘ficult fié,ntire of the Iurtgen. i

SRR AP NG R E R O STk S SR

~_iv’Onveof tné blg ;foblcn; WeS the-consistent-lack ——— ="
>‘6f'émmu@i§ioﬁzof grti%}éry celiber, '5eceuse'of thet we
; }fQéf§:fé;tri¢t§§ té.fifihéjdrl&lgbOut cLe fgurfh té oné
A_ 11 fi?t#kfh¢ ;é§uﬁt“prva@mﬁﬁi£ion fhat the Ameriéens fifed.
ff; in_§§i£éof thaet we sﬁdceﬁsfﬁlly maintcined of fensive’
 i§nédéfe£siv§ éctiqn WGsf’of ﬁhe Ruhr so thet the initlel
ﬁﬁe%efof thé'Ardennes‘offénsive wes insﬁrgd. (Gen G roiﬂféé
6nt>th§t nad the Roéi Rifer béen crossed by the ‘fmericen

orces the Arderres offensive would not heve been nocsibile

/3




’;wtp’execute in its originel plen).

FHURTOEN«TORTS

: u-ld Liov .

The fact cf the American ettack was no surirrise =
ﬂ/gf6ﬁ1y its timing.4‘OBsérved movenent of fLmerican troops
""17]:1ﬁ{the rEar‘bf Rotgen, obviously ﬁby;pettern of air bursss)

!

“f;ﬁréﬁlanned3artillery'f1res; agent'repofts, end othef signs

‘5Qifiéahus fi, pelieve-thgtfan atteck waéfimminent. Thaﬁj

B o ,g}éhtiéipétéd;diréctidhﬂO£;the,attackfﬁasutowards GermeterJ—w—~ w-;~»

”andeémnersdorfo The deep penetration in the direction
”fg:afrHurtgéniahd VOSseneck”assured us thet the attack ves
headed for fhe roads to Duren, the koer and the dems,

Since the Arm o
ﬁ!xsxnxxxx reserveS'were_too vweek we initiated e

‘f}réqueét tb Arﬁ? Grgup fof'tfoops with which to counter-

  a£f§ék and‘redﬁce the_ﬁenetratioﬁ, ‘By unusuél chénce
v‘both the Aﬁmy Gommander_;ﬁd his Chief of Stsff were in
cdnférence with the ATy Croup Cémﬁander, Field Marshell

Modl et Castle Schlenderhan, /See interview with Chief of

/ -

1% -




e b s

“ eatherirg of the commenders,

fnoun»crattack,lu

Steff, Zeventh Germen Lrwy 28 Fov 48, inestion 2/.  Army
! 3 ’ et Sl —_—

w2
5
3
F
'.Z..
M

iel 1"‘~ﬁvp one  bettle eroup end 1ir

relecszed the entire 116 Tz Div whose commend er Gen von

_sldanbure, vPswﬁreseut #t the conference. 'he decisions,

. orders, en6 ex ecutiun Wexe zccekersted by this chance

'. s

“The ATy decidéd to wove the bulk of the 116 Tz niv

OVET .he nortcﬁ routn “rom Duren to Hurtven. The

rbS to be ors anlzed in thp woods

Qelfr

soutii of Hurtzen. Army ordered thet the shoulders of the

";penetrattohfg_uorthwo st of and south of Germeter - te

held strorely. VithL the revid advance of the smericens

to the €55t end southeast of Vossensck parts of the

116 Tz Div were rositioned sround the verimeter recdy

tc leunch o conéentric”COunteretteck.. Since the deep

vrlley tetvieen Vessenck end the Brendenburg - HBergstein

ridee of fered us considerable rrotcetion, our 're"t,nt

/5




iaSeanidte .t

feers were for the axis Vosseneck - Koruterscheidt =
‘e exrected & repid edvence ir that direction

" to the dems... licer the ilestringer Yuehle vere only week

elements of the 89 Inf Div, .‘he reconnaissance bettelion

'of the 116 Pz Div was ordered to this point, Becsuse

$ 3,
: < E

‘the woods north andieastjof,Vossenack prevented armored

2 S BT hoosbde s e s

to the vic_p:tv e Sehmidt, "éitecned to the 89 D_v. Soth

IR, LI SARE S e MRS RBES, e gy gt oot it et

S e e e g, e e A e R e e PR RS
o ¥ / y o

. “tlese forces, hovever, ere £0 Tes ricted by the air

voe

in

"?fﬁecohnaissance Bettalion,'howéVer, wzs successful,

f[fgddrdiﬁétion»with‘the 89 Inf Div, in reteking the

Slevs

““es?rinﬁ‘r imehle Fnd tu:reby severing the conrection

V;bétween,your leading‘elements end those in Vossenecke

<« to launch two

’Jt tul< time f o my ordpred LXXIV Corp

éttecks; Tne first stteck, employing the g9 Inf Div,




_ reirforced with the tank regiment of the 116 Pz Div, end
assault_gun brigede {15 guns) wes to retake Schmidt end

;Kpmmérscheidt. The second ettack, employing the renmeinder

'__of‘the 116 Pz Div, wes to be a concentric squeeze on

},Vpssenéck;f‘Ali_possible support - ertillery, asseuit

/

"V:guné}and,heavy weapohs - were givén to thége attecks,

T" ."  <"fI'I.ie:f_d'i\vi}sic:vris'al"art.'i.llery of the 272 VG Div, less one

'fﬁibattalion,;waw,displaced,to the north end added its“)_‘;Am

KBGO R BT SR ISTS R S e Vi el e Sty

'f'ff”L.Théhfir

_ fires., Thls ertillery disposition wes ordersd by the ~—

i Q'qu@s'ertgileryfcommahder;

't‘ﬁert of the mission given to LIXIV Corps

i _¢an bg}conéidered successful. By 7 Nov the Corps hed

destroyed the Americen forces which hed gotten to the

. vielnity of Schmidt. After heavy fighting in both

Schmidt.and Kommerscheidt the Americen tenks hed been
'destroyed eand the infantry could only pass individuelly

back through the woods to Vossenack, The three most

/7




importent reesons for our success in thié enge gement
. were; the steepness of your suprly route from Vossenack
- to hbmmerécheidt, the aveilebility‘to us of roads capable
of éupporting en srmored attack, end the effective massing
"of our artillery fire.

Tbe secnnd pxxtni part of the mission was not so

'._  successful. The 116 Pz Div was eble to reach the church

ﬁn Vossenack but they could ni&ther capitalize on nor

,i'

f“ﬁ*fj' fetain this advantage.?'hifhoﬁx Brmored support, operetingffiﬁ:ft?“
 ‘oﬁ{opéq_groﬁﬁd which ;eft qs et th; merey §f eireraft
_.énd:aéti}#éiﬁ,vlécking reserves; aﬁd facing an excellént,
},Spirited.géfgése,_ourvattaqk‘coﬁld.go no fyrtner. In
épiié qf-ﬂéévadrtillery_Suﬁport répeated assaults made
n§ succéss;'When we saw thet our atteck to.cut off the

_ penetretion had no chence of completion we ordered that

the trobps,establish a defense along the edge of the woodSe

in this process the 116 Pz Div was replaced by perts of

g

e




- of the B89 Inf Div end tie 275 VG Div. The Fz Div
then assenbled nesr Hurtzen in rreperstion for a new

' ff'e£teck; dééigned’to go elong the Hurtgen - Germeter

; (roéd“totthe edge of the woodsfsouth of Germeter. Such
: }:ggnd:éttaék @Ouid but fo thefvoeseneck'bulge. The tamnk

. regiment wes to remein east of the nall while the two

”7 27§2fgréthgts‘énd the éSséﬁit;gun'brigade vere moved’ to

. Jlurgen, The srtillery displecedfm to suprort the new

IR

;gﬁfﬁékﬁf%ﬁiijélemenfs onthef275-VG*Divfwhich-were-in-~¥¢j~;~~a

,ﬁ{;fﬁgitheiioné §f'atteckibécahe ettached to the 118 Tz Div,
?f ; ?héf£¢eri¢an rehewel‘of the atta¢k bn»7_Nov'had been

 V?f;L>ét6pped}py thq effective7use;of“extensivévminefields,

~ffﬁQT;f5yche erfillefy, end by the employment of 2 morter

 :3“5aft;iion{  when thé llﬁ’fz Div launqhed its attack
'éodfh;ést 5? Hurtéehvph_;0 Nov it met'a new Americen
"hifisionl the 4th;'£hich was’aléo attaéking; The
_errivel bf this un;; wes & surprise to us. The Iz DiV

1 ves successful in stopping the atteck of the new Americen

/9
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" forces but could not effect & breskthrough. The

'1 ,af€ack'6r_the,116 Fz Div in the woods succeeded in

RS

“715ipln§ﬁing 6ff the selient of the smericen troops but

»a;gquth;g The ~wericen troops coul

i

d‘peSs through the

Liiie

/

~ thick WEodS_undetected.: The speciel cherecter of

.ﬁﬂéféétgfighfihg wss‘illdStratedyihfanother episodé'

EE —east of the Germeter - Hurtgen roed, Here an Ameri- '

‘weis launched along a division boundery

£

'51;;iﬁt0x£he wdoés“SOﬁthv6f Hurtgean‘Thére the enemy

: f!;f¢é§é511$hédférdéfensiﬁe_positidn;whiéh after repeated

;lé?i;&i@é%ﬁgtéauiﬁ;nbtffééﬁEegi1fﬁ§ 89 Inf Div considered

'f‘}}¥§§ie$é9£;6#}§f:this foréeﬁto 53 3‘§oint of hnonor, but

Kl{ijgﬁ;?;§§r§73é§éf‘ébléﬁo”disﬁqse.qf‘them. Tnis typically
':céhfﬁééd'éxample of forest:fightiﬁg may be likened to
‘.éébét%éfjbfj“det epd-touseﬁQ

Pden b




Lo i e eyt el o B

 caining the lost ground was now dim. Orders were there-

Y
)
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The Army now real ized thet the rossibility for re-

foréuissued changing,the mission from offensive to de-

"fensive._rIn thiszcdnnéctioh we'consistently tried to

b i

y keep control of the dominating terr in end to establish

’5 :the frdntuiines in the'WOods;,‘Oh 16 NOV the expscted

'%f_large seale American offen51ve began strlking the

ik ;,;,,_A L ~_ FEna iy .4¢

__”Zrmyfs'nOrthern flank-with"the American right wing.

At this time the strong smericen ettecks by the 4th

~'Div'ﬁere'iguncﬁédffirsf iﬂf%hé-ﬁdbds égainst Roten

_ Wehbach and leter Weissen Wehbach. The defending

elameﬁts'of.the 275 Inf Div cbuld not prevent the

advance of the 4th Div'fowards"drosshau. it this

time, azainst our strongest wishes, we were agein

forced to commit the 116 Fz Div to prevent American

troops from Spilling out of the woods orto the open

£round, The Divisionx should o/




ﬂffréqqired ﬁq;léép-frdg'théir_right f1ank battelioﬁi.

téfg;du;ing thegnightftéboécuﬁy_thejpbsitfons of thédr

 ,:have.beeh:withdféwﬁ from the line and rehsbilitsted

_ for the Ardennes offensive. The aver-pressing problew

__confronting us at Army wes the reinforcement of the
‘"‘f heavily éngaged.right,flenk of the:LXXIV Corvs, ~ince

’ reserves were not aveilable we zdopted en expedient

: i?iéblutioﬁg}1Thé;272_aﬁdN277 VC Divs WGré-périndicelly

-

. _nelohibor to the north. In this way we were able, bit ... . . .

e

by bit, to shift the weight north. The right boundery

Of the 272 VGDiV, fOr exemp]e’ iﬁiti&lly we s rnorth of

T Monschau’andiultimately.wes edged up to Zweifsllshammer.

. uesidéé this method the Army consistently tried

to milk reserves from the LXVI and LXXX Corns. ,At first
we were abie to free orly single bettalions, sepsrete. .

field ertillery battalions, etes Low begen & secries

of moves in which nevly srrived VG Divisions on the

i “ e ; Ja'




(Biffel frent relieved tue ranzer divisions loe: ted

hed 17 esrly lov rel isvel tie 2 58 FZ Div &nd ° P2 niy,

f réspective17. Fhz two Tz Divs were not zveilzble for

our use since they hod to de reosdied for, the fArdennes

~offensive,  The 18 nd 25 Divs in aid-N ovember cach -

i *Xtehde its interior flank, there pinching out the
3 !
i Jw4 Div wnlch wes in the centﬁr of LX‘I Corpse:: Theii:

oy s i somes s ans s s e

Div t us beceme eveileble for employment in the.

>

Viriorthne: A few davs leler the 352°VG Div renlaced the

353 Divi in the LYXX Corrps Zore. ithe 353 Div ithen moved

oLth erd v comritted on =0 I'ov to Turther bolster

dithe pight flaiik of .'-‘C_;{.LV rnS . ot an’ inl esrel oyt
of tiale snift te *hr unorth:-but indic:tiv‘ of the read=
‘"“ﬂfnpnt of unitz gt this time wes the inscrtion of the

. . -

212 VG Div 2bove Trier. This cFivision reiieved the
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. Army thet units like the 344 snd 353 Inf Divs hed

0f‘the ru‘tven rd“'=t.”

gh&d;‘

: “b VG Div waich in furr was dis ehed tn the cSzer

front. Thus two divisions, the ZtZ and 544 nivs,

~ vere cormitted in nid-lov in the Hurtgen Forest.

~Tae 344 Div wes originelly kiown es the 91 Air Landing

iv,'#hich had;been}reported%yﬂdestroyed. A new

¢ ,‘ 3 e,

 desisnction was therefore apolied., It was clear to

'Tlittlggcbmbgtfvélﬁefin;theﬁuhuéually-bitter fichting: =

“&iﬂ e no “othcr trcops were

avelleble we hed to content ourselves with thst we

“ith the Prrivigl of theae two lelsionq we vere

LI T,

ehabled;jhowéver,Jto;withdrawfthe~116 Pz Div in pre=-

~ peration for its role in the cominz Ardennes offensive,

The Pz Div ertillery remeined several extrzs deys in

bd

wsition, partislly because there were no replacements

. and pertielly because we did not want to inform you

nf their withdrewsl., Later, howev:r, the Divivision
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A,:31ffonCé?egaih'hédjt¢idetaéh g‘combétjéfouﬁ to the socuth

| flenk ofthe Fiftcenth Amy. The srrivel of tne two
;?;;,diviSiéhsfalsofenabied us to withdraw the staff, key
"f::cbhﬁghﬁéfé}uhbﬁ¥ébms;fand,the supply echelons of the

v‘ff} }f275llnffﬁivﬂffihegfémnan;sbf1the

infentry tr

b

00ps viere

, 6fffhgf3ﬂrfgénffbréstiﬁjiﬁiafstéaaﬁ;iﬁidw,‘meter:by-’f :

?ffmeﬁerﬁéﬂianéé'théfﬁpﬁé:iééily sdper;or enemy forces

- 1Dec:~10.Dec:.:
;3 ‘:The‘defehSezﬁow'gripped_bnto the battered towns of

Hurtgen,'kieihheu,:Qrdssheu to protect the cfip;cal

.....




iills _e;avvsti;wa'_thos'e 'town-s.}..‘, hen the 89 Inf niv wes
‘3;i ;b?§k§p thro?gh;noffplof,?oééeqack gnd the town of
: ﬁu;téén ihfegténed from Sé#eralﬁsides, the defense
»-?:?WQSfpéﬁipééd;MfThe’éttQCRSQEién.Aﬁerican armored group

”*ffig?thévdireétion of Bréﬁ@enburg}in early December was |

7'¥{fof;cr;tica1‘impartance.:;ThIS‘thrust-threatened.a deen
. penetration WithvékeonSequéhtlextehsibn of our thinly

“;Q;Spfééd;féréeé;g, very effort was, thnrefore, mede to-

l
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'J~ﬁ!repel this lunge by coﬁﬁterattacks. ‘uav1ng no other

-5f5fgs§f#§s3§§éiléﬁle; SeQeﬁﬁﬁ¥Afﬁv; ﬁith eonéurfence of
r_‘mx Groupl aeéided to commit ‘the 272 VG piv sssisted
 ¥i¥b§vassault‘gun ugits.  1£ @§s{§njunWe1°°me decision

}.if f¥o£ #éth“££éK 5#d Armx Gfdun;“ fh§ bivision wes

  ;schéaﬁlédltb*bartiéipate in the'Ardennes offensive and

it was'récognized.that heavy éésualties in this engagement
would'séridusly hémper its effectiveness. The oro jection,

‘hovever, of the fmericen attack on throush Bergstein to

26




‘iprocess'of absorbing replecements efter

" the Roer kiver would jeopardize tae execution of the

ﬂrﬂenrea o“Pensive. wor this reeson Army Group released
© the 47 VG Div for the specified rurpose of defending

east of the Roer River. This pivisiong was in the

e
ct
@]

heavy

i -
# oo e

{

‘erpa mpnt ’arther norfh.':By these messures a new
i rmericen breakthrqugh'wés prevented but revected -

..*}éouhterétteéks?égainstéBrandenburg,uEergstein, end -

ill 400 ahdoyed no success.fi

v “uant1mc 1n tne rorth the rivnt flauk of the

'lffrmv nad‘geen uéowly retiring before the renented

v>assgul£§fthéf‘alsq?érdye back the southern flarnk of

43

: Fiftéenﬁh Ffmz,' Bdt ét cey=considered the focsl point

'rbfﬁthe_defense-Sincé it controlled the debouchment of

smerican Torces from the woods-we made speclizal efforts

ts hold:the mround. - rrmy Group considered the threat

of & breakthrough, Gey to huren, so importent thet they

o 7
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eséigneditofséﬁénth Armt,a task force of the 3 Para NDiv =

. egein vith specific limitations. The tesk force was to

5 -
RATS

' form a'second line of defense running generally north-

! southfthi&ﬁgﬁfBifgeig_th 10 Dec, Seventh Army wes Te-

i:5 f711é§¢d-;n,théfpuren'-[Bérgsteiﬁ'area:byvthe Fifteenth

gl ¢

'Lfﬁrmvf#hdfoﬁ;iﬁéféthﬁérhffrontfby"thé Fifth Pz Army.

'?;1.Sévenfh?ﬁfﬁ#ftﬁén;td§k b6ér its sector Vianden -“Trier.

. in Hurtgen had cost us d

esrly in casuelties yet we vere

the enemy in men end nmateriel, In what was probebly
> P e : i

f;?}ﬂif,the'hea7135§}fighting iﬁ the{wnr;fsoldiérs“of both

siies;'pgrfofméd,nunéer unbelievable'har§3hips, acts’

x

of greet callsntry end perseverances  *
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Units opposing the US 28th Division in the Huertgen

Porest

To the person responsible for compiling the questions:

The author of the work concerning fighting in the Huertgen
Forest and his editor are aware that some of the questions on
this fighting are already dealt with in other manuscripts.
However, in a comparison with official records and documents
available to us, it became clear that there were discrepancies
which had to be cleared up.

We understand that answering some of these questions requires
a great deal of memory searching and also that some of the
questions only pertain to a certain circle of participants.

We hope that the enclosed map will help to bring to light

certain specifics of the fighting.



QUESTIONS.

1. On 3 November Grenadier-Regiment 1055 was stopped on its way
from Strauch to the area of Nideggen and ordered to seal off and
clear out American penetration in Schmidt. Sections of the
regiment had already marched through Schmidt and were on the
approach route to Nideggen while other sections were only
approaching Schmidt on the Strauch-Schmidt road.

a. Which sections (battalions) of Grenadier-Regiment 1055
were committed to the road Harscheidt-Schmidt?

b. Which sections were committed on the road Strauch-
Schmidt?

c. If there were regimental sections on the road Hasenfeld-
Schmidt, which units were they?

d. Were sections of Grenadier-Regiment 1056 involved in the
first counterthrust against Schmidt? If yes, from what point of
departure were they committed?

e. Did sections from the 347th Infantry Division take part
in this operation? 1If yes, what sections were involved and what
was their point of departure?

2. Which battalions from Grenadier-Regiment 1056 were the first
to make contact with sections of the reconnaissance battalion
from the 116th Panzer Division in the vicinity of the Mestrenger
mill?

3. When the 7th Army was informed of American penetration at
Huertgen and Vossenack, they sent in considerable reinforcements
to the threatened area of Huertgen-Brandenberg-Schmidt. Among

these reinforcements was division artillery (possible exception



of one battalion) from the LXXXI Army Corps. The artillery did
not directly participate in the fighting around Schmidt,
Vossenack and Huertgen.

a. Which division of the LXXXI Army Corps sent in their
artillery as reinforcement to this threatened area?

b. Did the 12th VGD* (*not translated) send their artillery
to this area?

c. Where was the division artillery deployed?

d. Were the following units sent in. If yes, where were
they deployed?

- Army Artillery-Battalion 992.

- Fortress Artillery-Battalion 1308.

- Fortress Artillery-Battalion with 12.2cm guns. (The
number of the battalion is not known. Please indicate
it, if you can remember.)

- Assault Gun-Battalion (Brigade) 341, 394, 519.

- Army Mortar-Battalion 628.

e. Were there any other units sent in that are not mentioned
above?

f. How many assault guns were in the 228th Antitank-
Battalion of the 116th Panzer Division at this time?

g. Were the assault guns of this battalion deployed with
Fighting Group Bayer in Schmidt or in the area of Huertgen-
Vossenack?

4. American sources repeatedly indicate that "Tigers" took part



in the fighting around Schmidt and Vossenack. A situation repért
on the tank strength of the 116th Panzer Division which was given
to the Inspector General of the Armored troops shortly after the
fighting around Schmidt does not mention Tigers. Because of
sources and the general knowledge that there were Tigers in Army
units, the question is raised if:

a. Tigers from the 116th Panzer Division were divided up or
brought in from disbanded or wiped out units. American sources
mention the name Panzer-Regiment Grossdeutschland or if,

b. the mention of Tigers was based on a mistake?
5. Did any sections of Panzer Grenadier-Regiment 60 take part in
the first counterthrust against Schmidt? Did any other sections
of the 116th Panzer Division apart from Fighting Group Bayer take
part in this counterthrust?
6. What part of the total strength in tanks and enlisted men
from Panzer-Regiment 16 was made available to build Fighting
Group Bayer?
7. On 5 November German forces again launched a counterthrust in
the area of Huertgen. Did sections (battalions) from Panzer-
Grenadier 60 take part? If yes, which sections? What other
units participated?
8. On 5 November sections of the 89th Infantry Division made
contact with Reconnaissance-Battalion 116. The contact was made
in the Kall sector in the area of the Mestrenger Mill.

a. Which of the above-mentioned units reached the Mestrenger

Mill first?



b. Which unit (battalion, regiment) of the 89th Infantry
Division pushed ahead in the Kall sector from the direction
Simonskall in order to establish contact with Reconnaissance-
Battalion 1167
9. American forces in Schmidt and Kommerscheidt were cut off by
the thrust of the above-mentioned units in the Kall sector and
their making contact with one another. In addition to these two
assaults in the Kall sector, was there another thrust conducted
to reach the Mestrenger Mill? 1If yes, which unit was involved
and what was its point of departure?

10. Were one or two battalions from Panzer Grenadier—-Regiment 60
detached to the area of Huertgen in order to support Panzer
Grenadier-Regiment 156 in a counterattack on Vossenack? 1If yes,
which battalion(s) and when did the detachment take place?

11. On 6 November, Panzer Grenadier-Regiment 156 and 60 attacked
Vossenack in order to recapture the town. A German source says
that the attack was planned for 0400 hours. By noon, German
troops occupied the eastern section of the town to the church.

a. Did the attack begin at 0400 hours? 1If yes, why was
there so much time between the beginning of the attack and
occupation of the eastern part of Vossenack?

b. Was the attack delayed? 1If yes, why was the attack put
off? When did the two regiments actually begin the attack?
Please provide an approximate time table for both regiments.

c. How strong were the German attack forces which attacked

against the American defenders prior to 1200 hours?



d. Which German unit occupied and held the church in
Vossenack? It if was sections of Panzer Grenadier-Regiment 60,

where was Panzer Grenadier-Regiment 156 at this time?
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COL Johannes Bayer 5 June 1951

ANSWERS.

I would like to state that all questions are answered from my
memory and I do not have any written documents at this time. The
answers to questions 3b, d, g, and 4, 4a were verified by my
former regimental adjutants from their memory.
3b. Artillery from the VGD was there but I cannot remember if it
was the 12th VGD or not.
3c. The artillery stood in the area north of Huertgen-
Brandenberg where there was also artillery from the 116th Panzer
Division. 1In the first phase of my attack on Kommerscheidt, they
supported us.
3d. ‘Assault Gun-Battalion 519 had some sections in the area. A
1LT and Company Commander were on their way to the front and one
evening they showed up at my rear-lying command post. They had
4-5 wagons and received an orientation from the regimental
adjutant. I think they went to the VGD which I was subordinated
to for the attack on Kommerscheidt. I no longer remember the
number of the VGD. It was commanded by a general by the name of
Engelbrecht or Engelhardt. The command outpost of this division
was in Hasenfeld.
3f. As far as I remember, no more than 5-7. ( Zngﬁ ﬁ*17’§q
3g. Antitank 228 was not in my fighting group but deployed with
Panzer Grenadier-Regiment 156.
4a. There were no Tigers in my fighting group. Earlier there

had been Tigers in this area. At one of the turns in the road



directly northwest of Hasenfeld, there was a burnt out Tiger
(shot by aircraft?). My fighting group was attached to a heavy
Panther battalion which had approximately 5-9 tanks. Only BTS
tanks took part in the attack on Kommerscheidt. There were no
sections from Panzer-Regiment Grossdeutschland in my fighting
group or with the 116th Panzer Division.

4b. The mention of Tigers must be based on an inaccuracy. Maybe
it was because there was a burnt out Tiger along the road
northwest of Hasenfeld.

5. No sections of Panzer Grenadier-Regiment 60 or other section
of the 116th Panzer Division took part in the first counterthrust
agqinst Sc\midt. My regiment was made up of the II/Panzer-
G?gg;diernbs and the I/Panzer—-Regiment 24 which had been
susordinated to my regiment for a long time because my:
I/Battalion was on rest and recuperation in Germany. When they
were brought back, they were first sent outside of our area (far
to the south) and were deployed with another command agency.

6. A11 deployable tanks of my regiment (I/24 = II/116), with a,

strength of approximately 30 tanks, were in my fighting group. -

7. Some sections of Panze% Grenadier-Regiment 60 took part.
Which battalion, I no longer remember. I don't know ofbany other
units taking part in this counterthrust.

8. Even my fighting group, which took Kommerscheidt with
sections of VGD (number ?) to which I was subordinate,
established contact with sections of the 116th Panzer Division at
the Mestrenger Mill. I cannot recall the date or the time. As

far as I can remember, sections of Panzer Grenadier-Regiment 156



were the first to reach the mill.

9. Yes, from Fighting Group Bayer. See number 8.

11. That, around late morning, Panzer Grenadier from the 116th
Panzer Division reached the church at Vossenack. I can confirm
this because I observed the action from the battlefield of
Kommerscheidt. From the area of Kommerscheidt, we aimed our tank
fire on targets south of Vossenack.

11d. As far as I can remember, sections of Panzer Grenadier-
Regiment 156, which, during the combat, had combined with
sections of Panzer Grenadier 60, held the church at Vossenack.
There was an argument between the two regiments on who had
actually reached the church first.

by Bayer
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MG Walter Bruns 12 February 1951

Meldorf/Holstein

Oesterblick 4

ANSWERS.

la. The following units were deployed on the Harscheidt-Schmidt
road: RIGHT. III/1055. LEFT. 1/1055. sRegiment 1055 was
supposed to have a "short rest behind the front after being
relieved by the 272nd VGD". The first battalion to be relieved
was I/1055. On«3 November 1944 at around 1100 hours, they
arrived at Kilometer Marker 18 on the Nideggen-Schmidt road and
assembled there. By Corps order they were loaded onto trucks and
driven to the right neighboring units at Birgel. 1I1I/1055, the
second battalion to be relieved, was also given the order to
assemble at Kilometer Marker 18 and await further orders. As the
enemy broke through at Germeter and advanced over the Mestrenger
Mill, approaching Kommerscheidt, the I/Battalion was moving
toward Birgel and the III Battalion had not yet reached Kilometer
Marker 18. The Division Commander had moved to Kilometer Marker
18 in order to supervise the movement of I/1055. At this time,
he was not aware of the events at Germeter and so he continued
the movement of I/1055 to Schmidt. Here he found two companies:
of Russian Volunteer-Regiment 4 at weapons muster. The Division
Commander received a report that heavy enemy forces with tanks
were advancing on Kommerscheidt over the Mestrenger Mill. He
gave the Battalion Commander of the Russian companies the order

to stop further enemy penetration on Schmidt. Because of their



unreliability, the Russian companies were usually used only for //%%;;;m

SO arT) S
entrenchment work by the division. This was the first resistance f’yf /
gy

encountered by the enemy south of the Kall sector. While the S s

Russian companies were attacking, the mass of III/1055 arrived at
Marker 18. The Division Commander now drove to the next
telephone location at the local command Niedeggen. He briefed
the Corps on the situation and ordered the local commander to
scrounge up some units and take over protection of the bridge at
Niedeggen. The Corps ordered the III/1055 called back and they
were subordinated to the 89th Division. The Corps further
ordered that a grenadier regiment was to be deployed around
Schmidt in order to seal it off. There was an unpleasant
breakdown in the call back of II1/1055. The Battalion Commander
had not reported his arrival in Birgel and it took a long time
before the battalion could be located. They returned to Marker
18 very late in the night. They were deployed on both sides of
the road Nideggen-Schmidt.

lb. The II/1055 was deployed west of Schmidt on the Schmidt-
Strauch-road. Two companies;f}éﬁ fhis battalion were later, on 6
November 1944, made subordinate to Grenadier-Regiment 1056.

lc. The 1I1I/860 (Cdr, CPT Schindler), which was led in from the
left neighboring division, was deployed south of Schmidt on the
Hasenfeld-Schmidt road. The strength of this battalion was five
officers, 260 non-commissioned officers, and enlisted.

1d. Sections of Grenadier Regiment 1056 did not take part in the
first counterthrust against Schmidt. It is necessary to closer

inspect the situation of the 89th Infantry Division, which did

10



not take part in
danger presented
Vossenack to the

Not only was

for a short rest

the fighting around Schmidt. Only then will the
by the fully unsuspected enemy infiltration from
south on Kommerscheidt-Schmidt be clear.
Grenadier-Regiment 1055 supposed to be relieved

behind the front but Grenadier-Regiment 1056 was

also to receive a break. Even though this regiment was not as

well put together or suffered as great a loss in withdrawal

combat from the west wall, it had still earned and deserved a

rest from the fighting. Since its deployment in Avranches it had

been constantly in the center of heavy fighting. Even a very

short rest would

greatly help the regiment. The weapons also’

needed to be cleaned. As the enemy broke through at Gremeter,

Grenadier-Regiment 1056 stood in its former sector on the left

flank of the division in close contact with the enemy. After

Grenadier-Regiment 1055 was relieved, it was supposed to be

replaced by sections of the 272nd VGD.

As a result of the enemy's penetration at the rightf

neighboring division and its shift to the south, the entire Kall

sector from the Kall bridge to the east was open. Instead of

being relieved at the front, the 1056 had to be deployed here.

Relief of the 1056 was speeded up by the Corps and ordered for

the night 4-5 November. Grenadier-Regiment 1056 was given the

difficult task of moving closely behind the front through wooded

terrain to the area Gerstenhof, north of the Schmidt-Strauch

road. This movement was very tricky. One look at the map shows

that all roads go from west to east but none run north to south.

11



There were also barricades which had to be overcome in the
valley. There was no time to take a detour. Under the brilliant
command of COL Roessler, Grenadier-Regiment 1056 accomplished
their mission.

le. Units from the 347th Infantry Division did not take part in
this operation. The infantry strength of the counterattack by

the 89th Division on Schmidt-Kommerscheidt was 606 men.

2. The first contact by the II1I/1055 with Panzer Reconnaissance- leg
o " t
Battalion 116 occurred on 5 November 1944, at 1455 hours. In my \kﬁ\bﬂ3
N
diary it states: 5 November 1944, 1455 hours: III/1055 (Cdr, f”‘

CPT Wolf) reports contact established with Panzer Reconnaissance-
Battalion 116 at Zweifallshammer. Grenadier-Regiment 1056 was
relieved in the night of 4-5 November and by 6 November stood
ready in the Kall sector. According to my diary, they were given
the following order: Grenadier-Regiment 1056 was to remain ready
for a new mission. (At 0600 hours they were in the woods north
of Gerstenhof on the road Schmidt-Strauch.) After the relief by
the 272nd VGD, the battalion was to report in every hour on their
progress. .On 6.November. the regiment was to occupy the
Mestrenger Mill in order to occupy the only crossing over the
Kall stream. They were to establish contact with Panzer
Reconnaissance-Battalion 116 on the western outskirts of
Kardenberges and occupy the Kall stream sector from the
Mestrenger Mill to the Kall bridge. Grenadier-Regiment 983 would
be adjacent. Grenadier-Regiment 983 belonged to the 347th

Division, to the right. After the break-through by the enemy at
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Germeter, they had been bent back to the south and now occupied
bunkers south of Kall bridge. Grenadier—Regiment 983 had a
strength of approximately 420 men and was commanded by COL
Schmitz. Their left flank was adjacent to the right flank of the
272nd VGD.

Contact between Panzer Reconnaissance-Battalion 116 and
Grenadier-Regiment 1056 never took place in the area of the
Mestrenger. Grenadier—-Regiment 1056 never tried to establish
contact because the 111/1055 had maintained contact with this
battalion at Zweifallshammer.
2a. One battery to four guns from the 272nd Infantry Division
(left) was made subordinate to the 89th Infantry Division.
2b. I do not know.
2c. This battery went into position northwest of Abenden.
2d. Army Artillery-Battalion 292 was subordinated to the 89th
Infantry Division and deployed west of the Kall stream, south of
the bridge at Hetzingen. The strength was six light field
howitzers and three self-propelled field howitzers 15.2
(Russian) .

Fortress Artillery-Battalion 1308 had three batteries with
four field guns each and was also subordinate to the 89th
Infantry Division. They were positioned on both sides of the
Schmidt-Hasenfeld road in the woods east of Neuenhof.

The division did not have a fortress—-artillery battalion with
12.2cm guns. Assault-Gun Battalion (Brigade) 341 was subordinate
to the 89th Infantry Division. The Army Battalion 628 was also

not with the 89th Infantry Division.

13



(XS

S'}wm?,.sa 201:  seversl  onSirmatess Hher  S4 i .ﬁ”‘“\“’
L\&L Bru\,v\mv.ir(,f\, C@r‘gsl}/ Becs w 150 memn Spt Mow) N \\’ )
and.  wnot  Hammelen v, T 518

ettt 2e. The division was further subordinated: (Army Panzer-

Jﬁgﬁ{“az Battalion 518 (Cdr, MAJ Hoppe) and Assault Gun-Battalion 217 with AV 217
20 "Bumblebees" (self-propelled medium field howitzers). ii“;ﬁj 7””ﬁ4
3f and g. I don't know. i;hﬂ“éﬂ“
4a. Panzer Division 116 did not have any Tigers. Army Armored-
Battalion 518 had "Jagdpanthers" (panthers with self-propelled \\ﬂkvitﬂ
guns), which the enemy referred to as Tigers. These were not Fj;w

. 7o

brought in from other units and they had nothing to do with Sor
Panzer-Regiment Grossdeutschland.

4b. The mention of Tigers was not by mistake.

5. Units from the panzer grenadier-regiment did not participate
in the first counterthrust against Schmidt. There were no
sections from the 116th Panzer Division, except for Fighting
Group Bayer.

6 and 7. I don't know.

8a. On 6 November the Mestrenger Mill was taken by the III
Battalion 1056 after heavy fighting in which it changed hands
several times. It was held until the end of the combat
operation. Units of the 116th Panzer Division never advanced as
far as the mill. This was no longer required after the I1I1I/1055,
deployed at the right flank of the 89th Infantry Division,
established contact with this battalion and were thereby adjacent
to the 116th Panzer Division.

8b. Penetration by units from the 89th Infantry Division in the
Kall sector from the direction Simonskall in order to establish
contact with Reconnaissance-Battalion 116 was neither ordered or

conducted.
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9. The course of fighting was as follows: By the afternoon of 4
November, the enemy, which had penetrated as far as Schmidt, was
encircled in the area Kommerscheidt-Schmidt-Mestrenger Mill. The
only way out for the attackers led over the Mestrenger Mill.

This route was taken by the III/1056th and after tank destruction
troops from this regiment succeeded (1325 hours, 7 November) in
destroying two tanks. With this the encirclement of the enemy in
the area Schmidt-Kommerscheidt was complete. Resistance by the
enemy was only a matter of time and their destruction was only a
question of artillery.

10 and 11. I don't know.

In the night of 8-9 November the 116th Panzer Division was
pulled out, except for their artillery. They remained in
position and were made subordinate to the 89th Infantry Division.

After the end of fighting around Schmidt-Kommerscheidt,
Grenadier-Regiment 1055 (minus the II1/860th and two companies
from the 1056th) was deployed to the right of 1056th as follows:
right flank at Point 370,0 (adjacent to the right neighboring
347th Infantry Division), north of Vossenack, east of Bosselbach,
at the edge of the woods north of Vossenack in an eastward
direction up to Kreuzheck; from there, further along the edge of

the forest bending to the southeast tggg};gggp?gg,“pgpewbegding

to the southwest, south of the Kall stream to the Mestrenger Mill
adjacent to Grenadier-Regiment 1056. They were south of the Kall
stream to the bunkers south of the Kall bridge, where they were

adjacent to Grenadier-Regiment 983.
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Losses suffered by Grenadier-Regiment 1055 from 4-8 November
were 66 dead, 222 wounded, and 199 missing. A number of the
missing came back to the division after the fighting was over.

by Bruns
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7th /’ ymy Ca‘}s

Baron von Gersdorff 6 February 1951

Cologne

ANSWERS.

As the former Chief of Staff of the 7th Army, I can only
answer the questions from the view of Army command. Due to the
lack of documents and notes, I am unfortunately not in the
position to answer the specifics concerning deployment of
different units. Only the local commanders would be able to
supply the information.

At the end of October, the 7th Army gave up its former right
flank in the sector from Geilenkirchen to Dueren to the newly
deployed 5th Panzer Army (Commanding General, LTG von
Manteuffel). The dividing line between the two armies ran
approximately Zweifall-Wenau-south of Dueren. On the right flank
of the 7th Army was the LXXIV Army Corps (Commanding General,

LTG Straube; Chief of Staff, COL Zoeller (?). On its right flank
was the 352nd Infantry Division (LTG Mahlmann). In addition the
89th Infantry and the 247th Infantry Division were deployed at
the front. All of these divisions were so-called west wall
divisions which had been rebuilt after the withdrawal from
Belgium. They were made up of pieces of units after the invasion‘
fighting. 1In September 1944, these units had been filled up with:
personnel transfer replacement battalions, fortress and air land
battalions. The fighting strength of these units was very low.
There were not enough personnel from the old divisions to fill in

the positions. The training and condition of these replacements '
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was so bad that they could be used only for defense. There was a
lack of weapons and uniformity. Most of the artillery guns had
been captured and were different types and sizes so that there
was also a limited amount of ammunition available. "The division
sector was much too wide for any distribution in depth. The
units were barely mobile and the artillery had only minimal means
of moving their weapons.

The Army had no success in protesting the selection of the
dividing line between the two armies. It was not well chosen and
was wooded terrain with limited visibility. There were!
increasing reconnaissance reports stating that American attacks
were to be expected out of the Roettgen areé; The Army did not
believe the enemy would launch an attack on the point of main
effort. They thought the attack would be for protection of the
southern flank of the American point of main effort in the area
of Aachen with the limited objective of capturing the large damn.
Since the Army did not have any operational reserves available, a
mobile reserve from the Army Group was requested to be held ready

at the boundary. 7%
¢

My

W

On 2 November the Army Group ordered the Commander of the 5th
Panzer Army to conduct a map exercise in which defense against a Euer
major attack on both sides of the boundary would be discussed.

As I was going to the exercise location at Ichendorf, with the
Commander of the 7th Army, LTG Brandenburger, in the quadrant of
Castle Schlenderhan, I was called by the Chief of the LXXIV Army
Corps and told that heavy artillery activity was observed since

morning on the right corps flank. I ordered him to remain at
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the HQs and to tell the local commanders of the flank units not
to come to the map exercise. LTG Straube was present at
Schlenderhan. The map exercise had just begun (approximately
0900 hours) when the Chief telephoned me that it appeared a major
American attack had started in the area Huertgen-Germe.

I reported this to Field Marshal Model. He ordered that the
map exercise continue and that reports from the front be used as
input for the exercise. This resulted in the course of battle
being charted directly on the map. Because of the insufficient
strength, there was considerable penetration by American attack:
troops. Without some reinforcement it appeared that sealing off
the sections would not be possible. 'Army command assessed the
situation as critical and requested that the Army Group reserve
(116th Panzer Division) from the area Juelich-Dueren be led in
and made subordinate. This request was received by the
Commanding General of the Army Group, Field Marshal Model, about
one hour after the American attack began. LTG von Waldenburg,
who was in the room, received the order directly along with the
deployment order for the 7th Army. LTG von Waldenburg, who had
his Operations Officer, MAJ Prinz zu Holstein, as well as all the
commanders of his units present, could hand out the orders within
minutes of receiving them. The alerted division could begin
deployment in a relatively short period of time. Chance had made
this probably the fastest deployment of a division.

The Army had ordered the 116th Panzer Division to move over
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Dueren and go to the area Brandenberg-Bergstein. From there they

were to attack in the direction Vossenack-Geremeter and recapture

the main line of resistance. | Reconnaissance results established ' G/iu,
Pecon

that the track laying vehicles would not be able to cross the €5 tab lishes
Frucked veh,

deep, sheer gorges between Brandenberg and Vossenack. The ‘X?ﬁ/m*
a4 i

Commander of the 116th Panzer Division decided, with Army and kol Taii

Corps approval, to advance over Nideggen to Schmidt and from
there they would attack in the direction of Vossenack. For this
reason the Fighting Group Bayer moved toward Schmidt.

1. Deployment of Grenadier Regiment 1055 was a local
countermeasure taken by the LXXIV Army Corps to thwart the
penetrating enemy tanks in the area of Schmidt. I don't remember
the details of this counterattack. It is entirely possible that
units from the 347th Infantry Division took part in this
operation because at that time the Corps brought in all available
reserves for deployment in order to stabilize the situation.

2. By good fortune the attack by the infantry fighting group
coincided with the tank attack of the 116th Panzer Division. If
my memory serves, there was at first fighting in Schmidt and then
a tank battle in the area of Kommerscheidt. The American armored
point, which had broken through, suffered heavy casualties and
was finally thrown béék to the sector at the Mestrenger Mill.

3. The Army did not have any Army artillery. Measures taken to
reinforce the artillery were done by the LXXIV Army Corps. I do
not believe that any artillery from the VGD took part because
this division was subordinate to the LXXIV Army Corps, which was

the left flank Corps of the 5th Panzer Army.
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I no longer remember the details concerning artillery
deployment, the strength, or distribution of artillery and
assault gun units.

4. The Army did not have any Tiger battalions subordinate to it.
All of these were deployed in the area of Aachen and were handed
over to the 5th Panzer Army. To my knowledge the 116th Panzer
Division only had Panzer V's (Panthers).

5. To my knowledge, no. Most of the 116th Panzer Division was
moving for the attack on Vossenack so that they would be ready.
The reconnaissance battalion advanced on the Mestrenger Mill in
order to prevent the retreating American forces from crossing
this sector.

I cannot provide details for the rest of the questions
because I simply cannot remember the specifics.

The counterattack by the 116th Panzer Division was at first
unsuccessful. After regrouping, it was repeated several times
and, on 6 November, against heavy resistance, the church was
reached in the middle of the town of Vossenack. Combat was very
hard and losses were heavy. The demands placed on the troops by
this difficult terrain with its poor visibility were very great.
Only through the rapid deployment of the 116th Panzer Division
was it possible to seal off the dangerous and deep penetration
and secure the damn, which was so important to the defense of
this sector.

by Baron von Gersdorff
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LTC Heinrich Grollman, 16 August 1951

former Commander, Bigge, Ruhr
Panzer Grenadier-Regiment 156 am Hammergraben.
ANSWERS.

Map: 1:25,000
Attachment: 1 order of battle for Panzer Grenadier-Regiment 156.
1 photocopy of map 1:25,000.

At the time of the counterattacks against American forces
which had infiltrated Vossenack, I commanded Panzer Grenadier-
Regiment 156. They were deployed as follows: '

I. Battalion. Right border to (right neighbor can no longer be
remembered). Western edge of Heurtgen, exclusive of Bosselbach,
intersection in Vossenack, 200 meters. West of the church
Vossenack. Dividing line to the I1I1/156th Raffels-B northwest
Brandenberg exclusive, Kreuzheck to I/156th, Church Vossenack to
I1/156th.

II Battalion. Left border to Panzer Grenadier-Regiment 60 "d"
from Brandenberg, Breuers-B, including path to Lukas mill,
Vossenack included. The regiment's order of battle is shown on
the attached photocopy.

1. I don't know.

2. I don't know.

3f. Antitank battalion 228 had approximately 12-14 assault guns-
ready to be deployed. I base this on my memory and that of my

company commander from Antitank Company/156th.
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3g. Assault guns from Antitank Battalion 228 were not deployed
with Fighting Group Bayer at the beginning of the deployment in
the area Huertgen-Vossenack. Antitank Battalion 228 supported
Panzer Grenadier-Regiment 156 and was deployed in the area
Huertgen. The division's early intention was to use the assault
guns to support the attack by the I/156th on Vossenack. For this
reason, Antitank Battalion 228 was deployed to the area of the
southwestern part of Huertgen. They had the defensive mission
against possible enemy attacks from the area of the "wild pig",
directly southwest of the Huertgen River or from out of the
forest area to the west. An attack by the I/156th deploying
tanks or assault guns was not possible because of the thick.
forest area between Huertgen and Vossenack, which was also
barricaded and had minefields.

Heavy assault guns of an Army Assault Gun Battalion, as I This Styrmiz A

. y (7
remember, were deployed for artillery support in the area A
Raffels-B, EEEEEEEEE of Brandenberg. (Assault guns with high
caliber mortars?) /50 mmn  Spt  Hew

4a. To my knowledge there were no Tigers in the 116th Panzer
Division and none were brought in.

4b. The mention of Tigers is inaccurate. It must have been a
mix-up between Panzer 5 and 6 (Panther-Tiger). Considering the
conditions, this was an easy mistake.

5. ©Sections of Grenadier-Regiment 60 did not participate in the
first counterthrust on Schmidt. I can't say anything on any

other participating division sections as units of Fighting Group
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Bayer. 1In my opinion, one or possibly two (engineer company,
Panzer Engineer-Battalion 675) belonged to Fighting Group Bayer.
6. Fighting Group Bayer had all of the tanks ready for
deploymbht.- I don't remember the figure. I can't remember if
enlisted infantry were deployed but it is probable because the
fighting was bitter. Neither the I or the II Panzer-Regiment 16
with Panzer 4 and 5's were filled up.

7. There were no units from Panzer Grenadier-Regiment 60
deployed in the area of Huertgen on 5 November. The local
counterthrust was from sections of the I/156th and was led
against enemy security north of the minefield "wild pig". The
Huertgen River was occupied as a support point. After that, our
own security was on the northern edge of the "wild pig" on the
road Huertgen, Germeter. Assault guns from Antitank Battalion
228 supported this operation.

If this was not enough, there could be local counterthrusts
conducted out of the woods at V. from Vossenack in order to get
control of Bosselbach.

This operation failed because of concentrated enemy fire out
of the Germeter area. As I remember, no other local units took
part.

8. No comments.

9. No comments.

10. At the time of the attack on Vossenack there were no units
of Panzer Grenadier-Regiment 156 subordinate to Panzer Grenadier-
60. Subordination followed a few days later when Panzer

Grenadier-Regiment 156 was deployed north of Napoleonseiche,
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approximately one kilometer west of Huertgen for an attack to
clean up the forest northwest of the "wild pig".
11. According to my memory and statements by the former
Battalion Commander I1/60th, CPT Nagel, and the Company Commander
of the Attack Company of the I11/156th (5th and 6th Company), the
attack was scheduled for 0400 hours.
lla. The attack did not take place at 0400 hours,
11b. Because of the necessary regrouping in difficult terrain at
night and further complications of rain, the 5th and 6th/156th
only arrived at dawn for the attack on Vossenack. Units from the
I/60th arrived later. According to CPT Nagel, I/60th, they only
arrived at 1500 hours (I thought it was earlier).
llc. According to the two company commanders, only the 5th and
6th/156th arrived before 1200 hours for the attack. The I/156th
was weak because of heavy casualties and was to move in only
after the attack by the I1I1/156th was underway from the east.
They were to engage from the north with assault troops. They
were not to attempt an attack by themselves. 1In addition, they
were to first defend their position because a simultaneous enemy
operation from the north could be figured on.
11d. After the attack by the 5th and 6th/156th from the east,
these two companies met a company from I/160th (1?/60th) at Point
390.1. This company had taken a field position southeast of
Point 390.1.

After heavy, sudden concentrations from our artillery (early
for the actual start of the attack) on Vossenack, which did not

hit the enemy field positions directly east and northeast, the
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companies intentionally attacked without any renewed preparatory
fire. They could have taken the field positions and the town
section around 390.1.

After regrouping (6/156th north, 5/156th south of the road
through Vossenack along with sections of the I/60th), the attack
was continued in the afternocon. An enemy counterthrust was :
repelled after destroying three enemy tanks in close combat kMSG;
Neckermann, Gunner Chimanzek from 6th Company).
11d. The church in Vossenack was captured by the 5/156th,
sections of the 6/156th, and sections of I/60th around 2300 hours
and held until dawn.

Company Commander of the 6/156th, 2LT Noltensmeyer was
wounded at the road junction at east Point 418.2. The company
commander, 5/156th, 1LT Junge took the sections of the 6th
Company and subordinated them to MSG Neckermann. Then, with
sections of Company 1/60, they captured the church in close
combat. The brunt of the attack was carried by the 5th and
6th/156th and the 1/60th. As the battle progressed, the southern
way out of Vossenack, was taken by the 3/60th. The assaulp
companies suffered heavy losses in door-to-door combat. By
morning, the weak units could not withstand an enemy
counterthrust with tanks and Vossenack had to be given up again..

The 1/156th, which had reached the road Vossenack-Bosselbach
with its left flank, had to fall back to its departure position
on the edge of the forest north of Vossenack under heavy enemy

pressure and heavy flanking fire from Germeter.
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Around noon of the day after the attack, sections of the
II1/156th as well as I/60th had been forced back to the departure

positions.

SOURCES.
1. Personal talks with:

a. CPT Helmuth Nagel, Commander, 1/60th, Dortmund-Schueren,
Meinbergstrasse 43.

b. MSG Paul Baetzel, Battalion SGT, 1/60th, Plettenbergl
Westfalen, Schuhaus Geck.

c. 1LT Oskar Junge, Commander, 5/156th, Langenberg, Krs.
Wiedenbrueck.Westf. in the firm Bartels, Langenberg.
2. Written statements from:

a. CPT Willi Lehmkaemper, Chief 9, Light Infantry/156th,
Ruenthe ueber Kamen/Westf. Schulstrasse 34.

b. 1LT Karl Noltensmeyer, Commander 6/156th, Bonn, Lennestr.
52 (detailed answer).
3. My own memory, in conjunction with the map 1:25,000, and the
questions.

by Grollman
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ORDER OF BATTLE FOR PANZER GRENADIER-REGIMENT 156 (MOTORIZED)

OF THE 116TH PANZER DIVISION

(At the time of fighting around Huertgen-Vossenack in November

1944 -- from memory.)

Regimental Staff
Staff Company Reconnaissance platoon, signal platoon,
supply platoon with ordnance shop.
9th Light Infantry 2 platoons of light infantry with each
Company 2-7.5cm. 2 platoons of light infantry
with each 2-15cm.
10th Engineer 2 panzer grenadier engineer platoons with

Company flame throwers.

I. Battalion Staff
Supply Company Signal platoon, supply platoon, J-staff.
lst Panzer 2 rifle platoons.
Grenadier Company
2nd Panzer same as l1lst Company.
Grenadier Company
3rd Panzer same as lst Company.
Grenadier Company
4th Heavy Company 1 motorized mortar platoon, 6 or 8m
mortars.

1 anti-aircraft platoon, 6 12mm twin
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machine guns with SPW.
1 antitank platoon, 3 small antitank
7.62cm, motorized.
II. Battalion Staff.
Supply Company Same as in I. Battalion.
5th Panzer Grenadier " "
Company
6th Panzer Grenadier "
Company
7th Panzer Grenadier "
Company
8th Heavy Company 3 groups, 6 heavy mortars, 12 cm,
motorized.
2 groups, 4 mortars, 8 cm.

1 anti-aircraft platoon, 4 anti-aircraft

2 cm.
SITUATION REPORT:

Combat Strength: Rifle and regiment engineer company had '
m— S—

approximately 80-90 men. Heavy Company had available weapons of

approximately 80%. Signal platoon had personnel and material

approximately 90-100% filled.

Motorization: From bicycles to transports for heavy weapons,
radios, medical, and the anti-aircraft 12 mm. In consideration

of the strength, it was fully mobile.
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Condition of the troops: After heavy fighting and heavy losses
in Aachen, Arnheim, Aachen-Wuerselen, and after a short rest in
the area Ndr. Kruechten, west of M.Gladbach, they were ready for
ae@I@ymentQ Unfortunately the balance in personnel was poor,
especially in the panzer grenadier company. The backbone in all

units was the small number of returning, healthy "old" soldiers.
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LTG Straube 1 April 1951
Osterode/Harz

Doergestr. 10

ANSWERS.

I answered the questions as well as I could. My personal
impressions of the heavy combat in the Huertgen forest are still
clear but the actual sequence of fighting is only roughly
remembered. After studying the maps and reading the questions, I
remember more of the events and even some of the dates; however,
the details on deployment of smaller units can only be accurately
reconstructed by those who were very near the fighting, visiting
troop units.
la-c. I cannot answer.
1d. As far as I can remember, sections from Grenadier-Regiment
1056 took part. I do not know the point of departure.
le. Sections of the 347th Infantry Division did not take part in
the first counterthrust.

2. III/156th succeeded in establishing contact with the
reconnaissance battalion of the 116th Panzer Division.

3a. 347th Infantry Division; I don't remember any others.

3b. 12th VGD did not give up artillery.

3c. I cannot accurately give the area where the artillery was
deployed. Artillery groups were formed.

3d. Yes, Army Mortar-Battalion 628 was employed in the area of
Huertgen.

3e. I don't remember.
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3f. 288th Antitank-Battalion had only one company with assault FLM#A/{

— fpur
guns.: I do not remember the number. MﬁM: )
VA &
ko
3g. All armored vehicles from the Antitank Battalion and Panzer- ° o 4

Regiment 16 were deployed with Fighting Group Bayer in the area
of Schmidt.

4a. The 116th Panzer Division did not have Tigers and was not
given any.

4b. I think that the mention of Tigers is based on a mistake.

5 and 6. Units from Panzer Grenadier-Regiment 60 participated
(two companies ?). In addition, one battalion of artillery,
anti-aircraft, and four barreled anti-aircraft guns took part.
Panzer-Regiment 16 had only battalion strength.

7. I cannot answer with certainty.

8a. Panzer Army 116.

8b. I can't remember.

9. There were units in the forest west of Schmidt which advanced
to the north on the Mestrenger Mill. I can't remember the
specific units.

10. Panzer Grenadier-Regiment 156 (two battalions) and Panzer
Grenadier-Battalion 60 (one battalion) were made ready for the
attack on Vossenack. Which battalions, I no longer remember.
lla, b. The attack was scheduled for 0400 hours and preparatory
artillery fire began accordingly. Getting the troops to the
readiness area in the forest north of Vossenack ran into major
problems so that readiness was not completed on time. The attack
‘began with daylight 0700-0800 hours. The readiness area and

attack came under heavy enemy artillery fire. Our own
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support by artillery was no longer possible because of the amount
of ammunition.

1lc. I can't remember the strength.

11d. Panzer Grenadier-Regiment 60 and Panzer Grenadier-Regiment
156 lay north of the town and were delayed in crossing the open
ground by enemy artillery fire and their air force. Casualties

were heavy.

by Straube
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COL Helmut Zander 5 April 1951

Wuerzburg

ANSWERS.

3g. The attack on Vossenack was conducted without tanks and
assault guns. There were no units from Fighting Group Bayer or
Tigers deployed.

4. No Tigers were deployed. This fact would have been known to
me because the Commander of Fighting Group Bayer had spent some
time at my HQs in Brandenberg.

5. ©No units from Panzer Grenadier—-Regiment 60 took part in the
counterthrust on Schmidt. As far as I remember, sections of
Panzer Army 116 were committed over Kommerscheidt to Schmidt.

7. No units from Panzer Grenadier-Regiment 60 took part in the
counterthrust on 5 November. Perhaps it was Panzer Grenadier-
Regiment 15672

8. Panzer Army 116 was the first to reach the Mestrenger Mill.
Reconnaissance units of American forces were already advancing
from the Mestrenger Mill on the road along the Kall to the north.
I no longer recall the day in which contact was established
between Panzer Army 116 and the 89th Infantry Division at the
Mestrenger Mill.

9. Sections of the I/60th established contact with Panzer Army
116 along the road Vossenack-408.6 at the Mestrenger Mill.

10. Sections of Panzer Grenadier-Regiment 60 were not stopped in
order to support Panzer Grenadier 156 in the attack on Vossenack.

11. In this connection, it must be said that Panzer Grenadier-
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Regiment 60, which was night marching to the area southwest of
Dueren (date no longer known), received the attack order on
Vossenack in such a short time that they could not arrive at 0400
hours.

The assembly area southwest of Brandenberg was only reached
in the late morning. The attack on Vossenack was ordered for the
following night around 0300 hours(?).

Only reconnaissance units had arrived prior to 1200 hours, in
the area of Brandenberg and to the south. The attack began as
ordered. The eastern part of Vossenack including the church was
captured by two companies from the I/60th and held. 1I1/60th
followed to the right rear at the boundary to Panzer Grenadier-
Regiment 60. Through reaching the church, contact was made
between Panzer Grenadier-Regiment 106 and the I/60th. As part of
the phase of battle, Panzer Grenadier-Regiment 60 was replaced by
Grenadier-Regiment 1055 and then deployed for the first time to
the area southwest of Huertgen (I/60th).

Subordination of sections of Panzer Grenadier-Regiment 60
(II/60) to Panzer Grenadier 156 occurred 9-10 November in the
sector north of the forester's house-Huertgen.

by Zander
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BG Siegfried von Waldenburg 15 March 1952

former Cdr, 1l16th Panzer Division Joellenbeck

ANSWERS.

2. The reinforced reconnaissance battalion, which had been
positioned at the Mestrenger Mill by the 116th Panzer Division,
established contact with the independent Fighting Group Bayer
from the area Schmidt. As to the individual units, I no longer
remember. The reconnaissance battalion of the division had the
mission:

a. First, through penetration in the direction of the
Mestrenger Mill in the rear of the enemy in the area
Kommerscheidt-Schmidt to support Fighting Group Bayer and to
secure the left flank of the division, so that

b. through deeper infiltration in the direction of the
western road out of Vossenack-Richelskaul, capture this town so
as to make it easier for the division and hinder the enemy from:
escaping into the woods of Vossenack.

3f. The Antitank-Battalion 228 of the 116th Panzer Division had

-—

around 14 deployable assault guns at this time.

3g. Originally it was the division's intention to deploy the
antitank battalion with Panzer Grenadier-Regiment 156 at the
fighting around Vossenack. The unnaturally, difficult terrain
(woods and number of mines) made it impossible, for example, to
deploy engineers in order to stop forest aisles through the

woods. The battalion remained available to the division in
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the area of Kleinhau-Huertgen in order to impede an expected
enemy break-through attempt in this open terrain. For a time,
the battalion was deployed solely for artillery support in the
fighting around Vossenack in the area north of Brandenberg.

Later it was also used in the combat around the Huertgen River.
4. The 116th Panzer Division did not have any Tiger tanks during
any of the fighting. The same was true of Fighting Group Bayer.
4a. No.

4b. Yes.

5. Panzer Grenadier 60 did not take part in the counterthrust
against Schmidt. As far as I can remember, Fighting Group Bayer
was only given a company of the division. Engineer Battalion 675
and one anti-aircraft unit were subordinated. As mentioned in
number 2, the advance over Schmidt was mostly supported by the
penetration by Army artillery on the Mestrenger Mill. 1In
addition, the road Zweifallshammer-Schmidt was heavily barricaded
and it ran through the division area from north to south.
Fighting in the area of Schmidt was supported by artillery as
much as possible. Continual radio communications were kept with
Group Bayer.

6. Panzer-Regiment 16 was deployed in closed formation. There
was direct infantry and artillery support with the deployed
division in the area of Schmidt with further reinforcements sent
in by the Corps.

7. In the counterthrust on 6 November in the area of Huertgen,
only sections from Panzer Grenadier-Regiment 156, reinforced by

assault guns, participated. It was the division's objective to
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throw the enemy out of the wooded area into a large minefield
south of the Huertgen River. The forester's house was retaken.
8a. In my opinion, the reconnaissance battalion of the division
was the first to reach the Mestrenger Mill. 1In any case, they
had to fight at the crossing there. The mixing with other
sections, probably Fighting Group Bayer, must have followed
shortly thereafter.

9. In my opinion, no.

10. No, only several days later in cleaning up a section of the

forest west of the Huertgen River.

lla. As far as I remember, the attack was to be launched in the
darkness around 0400 hours. The troops (Panzer Grenadier-
Regiments 156 and 60) had a number of difficulties to overcome:
regrouping, darkness, difficult terrain, bad weather, etc., and
the attack could not be carried out as planned. As a result, our
own heavy artillery fire was not used to our advantage. It was
later determined that the brave enemy had his positions outside
of town. These positions were hardly hit or not hit at all by
our preparatory fire.

11b. See above. As far as I remember, the thrusts by both
regiments were scattered and went on from dawn to around noon.
llc. Most of the attack troops were from the II/156th and the
I1/60th.

11d. In the combat around Vossenack which lasted the entire day,
there is no doubt that both regiments mixed troops. The church

was reached by sections of the 156th and 60th at the same time.
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After defending against counterthrusts and after shooting up
numerous enemy tanks, it was taken in the late evening.

By von Waldenburg
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SIEGFRIED VON wALDENBURG'S REFORT O 116th PZ. DIV. (1-9 Heve L)

Answers to questions conéerning the 116th Pz. Div. (Fighting at [of?]

Vossenack and Schmidt).

(1) ‘the 116th Pz. Div. was moved from the area Muenchen=Cladbach
to the area of Kreuzen, Kufferath, Untermanbach, winden at the beginning
oft November, in order to prevent the threatening american penetration via
Huertgen, and in so doing recapture the dominating Vossenach, to the
extent to which this was possible. &t the same time the division was to assist
in cleaning up the situation at Kommerscheidt and Schmidt by detachments
[of troops]. For this purpose my division was attached to the LXXXVI. 4. K.
(General Straube), which desired a speedy and early intervention.

The division decided to attack with the two Pz. Grenadier Regiments
the village of Vossenach from the north and east, via the general line of
Huertgen - Brandenburg. At the same time the reconnaissance DBn. of the
division was ordered to move from Brueck-letzingen via sweifallshammer,
along the Kall vector, to attack the mill viest of Fommerscheid, to open

Vossenack from the south and cut off the american forces that had eftected

a penetration of the area of Schmidt,

4n armored group with about 20 to 30 panzersnunder'the command of the
regimental commander of my Pz. Rgt., was directly attached to the
L{iXVI. &e K., that is to say to the 89th Div., to clean up the situation
at Sehmidt. This armored group was reinlorced by other elements of the
corps.

(2) fihe american artil;eny did not forestall the attack preparations
of my division; only in the course of the fighting it became more powerful
and more and more harassing.

As far as I can recall, the attack on Vossenack und the mill west of

PROPERTY OF US ARMY
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Kommerscheidt had been opdered for 6 Novembsrs Ihe .{f,},@k ¥as 1056 Tamsbead’
i:, the early morning but was postponed for a few hours, as our artillery
was not ready in time.

‘he 156th Pz. Grenadier Rgt. moved to the attack on Vossenack from the
wooded terrain south of Huertgen, and the 60th Pz. CGrenadier Rgt. from the
bottom land of the creek southwest and south of Brandenberg, while the
rsconnaissance Bn. reinforced by engineers and some panzers pushed forward
alonguthe Kall Rivers  In very stiff and heavy combats , with the troops
on bcth sides fighting very coﬁrageously and stubbornly, my division
succeeded in taking half of Vossenack and wesakening the american forces

in the arca of Schmidt and Kommerscheidt by an attack of the reconnaissance

Bn.

(3) As stated under (1), the reconnaissance Bn. of the 116th Pz. Dive.
had been ordered to attacl the mill west.of Lommerscheidt. It was able
to reach its objective, advancing in the Kall Valley, fighting heavily,
whereby several mines were laid on the path to Kommerscheidt in the vicinity

of the mill on both sides of the river.

(4) I am unable at present to make accurate statements in this
connection. liowever, no vehicles etc. had been borrowed from the SS.
The Kampfgruppe at Schmidt was directly attached to the 89th Div. that is

to say [bzw. - beziehungsweise] the Corps for the time being. Our own

losses in panzers were very small at Schmidt; some were demolished or
damaged by the Am. Air Force, 2 or 3 by Am. panzers. The am. air Force,
which became more and more powerful from day to day, was the principal .
enemy of ‘our panzers. Panzer-defensive [antitank] rockets were not used.
In this connection I must say  that I have made above staterments

without any documents, and merely from memory, to the best of my knowledgel

The hard prison fate with months of hunger, very poor quarters,

disgraceful treatrment, and the worry about the fate of the family, with
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whom there is no contact by mail whatever, have weakened and exhausted me

physically and ~Q§&ent that I am unable at present to

,‘pérticularly concerning the couwrse of the Ardennes
Offensive, completély and with historical exactness.
I ask that the preliminary requirements and opportunities be provided
for me which are necessary to do justice to the questicns asked, as
s GRS s

recomnended by me previously in a special request.
[SIGLED] von WALDE!BURG

Géneral-Lajor [Irig. Gen.)

and last Commander oi the 115th Pz. Div.
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Orf/ginator: Lt. Manin, Siegfried Line Section
For Genlt. Hans Schmidt, CG, 275 Inf, Division.

(Listed by PWIB as at Camp No. 19, Foucarville).

I.. some of the regimental attacks of tlie American 28th Division
in its efforts to seize Schmidt during the period 2 - 11 hNovember,
no artillery preparation was employed. These limited attacks around
Simonskall were coasistently successful while other attacks which
followed a heavy artillery preparation met with very stiff resistance.
Do you believe the surprise gained by attacking withou} fﬁrtﬁ.’llery

was responsible for the variance in success?
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Schmidt, Hans
CG, 275th Inf Div

The 275th Inf Div was made up from extremely heterogenous troops
of all parts of the Army, Navy and Air Force. The comuand of such
troops was a matter of command personalities. In the event of sudden;

attacka;without artillery preparation, it was not pessible [lor singie

conmanders to organige the defense, and a unified command was impossible.

The troops were left to themselves, and the defensive potential sunk
correspondingly. In addition, the fighting worth of single parts of
t e division was then so small they, when suddently attacked, did
not know the proper things to do,

On the other hand, from your artillery preparations, an immediately
following attack could be deduced. ?onsequently,individual cornanders
were enabled to make preparations by the force of their personalities
and to move themselves to the main effort of the attack. In addition,
tiie division command was enabled to use the time remaining until the
beginning of the attack to tring up reserves to the threatened points,
which in view of the small fighting strength of the troops was very
important. In addition, it was possible to use our own relatively
strong artillery in defense. Our artillery was well registered in, and
contributed a great deal Lo our succegsful defense. Since our
communications were deficient, the artillery could not be brought
up quickly enough, unless we were warned by the American artillery

preparation,

/
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Fromn my own experiences in the West and in the East, I believe
that our attacks without artillery preparation were more successful,
since tlie enem; is alerted by preparatory artiller; fire, and
artillery fire had usually less effect than expected. Gurprise is
more important than artillery preparation.
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Foreword

This interviaw 1s one of a series condnctad by the Historical
Section, BTOUSA, and its successors, Unforturately, exceot for Genmaj
Waldenburg's answer to Question 12, which is inclosed with Copy 1 of
ETAINT 56, only a typed record in English is available for editing. It
i3 not imown whether a record in German was made at the time of the
intervisw, nor, if cns was made, can the accuracy of the translation be
detemrined. In addition, references are made to MI~1039 and an account
by Gersdorff of a "Krisgsspisl of Model," ¥Nsither of these documents
can be identified in this office. For these reasons, no absolute guar-
antee can be given as to the authenticity and completeness of this ver-
sion of the intervisw., Only obvicus errors in apelling, punctuatien,
and grammatical consiroction have been corrected. All parenthetical
statanents of the interviewer and editor are identifisd as sueh.

WA

S. STANLEY
Capt Int
Historisal Editor

MAY 31 1948

Main
NE (r Hirlges

Altle vr Dbhmidr
f:r *i’h& p{nrﬂ)’

ITYINT 56 -1~
1. Q: ihat was the mission of 116 Pz Div vhen it vas com-
mitted in the Vossenack——Schmidt area?

At (¥aldenburg) The immedlate task was o halt your
attack and then counteratiack with the mlssion of 4learing the American
penetraticn,

(Cersdorff) At Army level, we feld thak the effort
should divide itself in two phases. First, we wanted to cul off and
destroy your troops southeast of the Eall, using principally 89 Inf Div
and the tank regiment of 116 Pz Div,. Sacondly, by using the remainder
of 116 Pz Div, we hoped to drive you off the heights at Vossenasck and
sventually reestablish the front in the woods wesh of Germster. For us;
it waz advantageous to fix the batile line in the foresb as it limited
the use of your air power and your tanks,

2. Qi Vas our attack a surprise in timing and/or direction?

As (G) Ve lmew, geoerally, that an attack was forming.
Cur agents in Rostgen rsported the presence of numsrous raserves and ar-
tillery observation planes, but we did not lmow the specific datss ‘We
believed the main thrust would be headed northeast through Huertgen on
to Dueren., At ths same time, wa belleved you would send a force through

[ Sehmidt and go for the Dams.  The tremendous artillery preparation, of

course, showed your hand and we knew the attack was on, (Interviewerts
Note: See Gersdorff's account of "Xriegsspisl of libdel/)
3. Qt (Interviswer's Note: The account of 116 Pz Div's ac-

tion is contained in MI~1039,) Vhen your reconnaissance battalion drove
for Mestringer Muehle, did 89 Inf Div launch an attack from the south to .
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Join them?

A: (%) I belisve so, Our elemenis did make contact,
but 89 Inf Div was very weak at the time and no strong link was formed.

A patrol from my reconnalssance battalion, consisting of an officer and

four or five men with a radio, made its way to this point of woods south

of Vossenack { (Zd: coordinates) 0232), From hexrs, they could easily
chperve movement from Germeter to Vossenaok and adjust artillery fire.

4. 4Q: Cur troopa in Vossenack, having been shellsd almost
continually for four days, ware unnerved by the quist on the moming of
6 Nov 44, Tas the absencs of an artillery preparation a planned tactic?

At (W) TYes. Ve hoped to zain surprise,

5. Q¢ Did your troops find stiff resistance from our
forces in Vossanank?

Ar (1) Yes.

There was hand-to-hand combat. We dl&

ged many prisomers, but the farther we wanb, the more resistance skiff-
Finally, whea
Jour armor and reinfarcements arrived, we could not get beyond the
church,

ened, During the attack, we smoked the Cermeter area,

6. Q: Did you plan to rensew the attack on 7 NHov L4t
A: (W) Yes., As a matter of fach, I belisvs the artii-
lery preparation for our attack caught your troops as they were getting

ready to attack us, Your troops (Intervicwer's Note: 146 ¥ngr C BEn)

that retook Vossenack with those tanks did an oxcellent job.
7. Qs Afier we had repulsed your second effort to take

Vossenack on 7 Nov 44, we brought up an infantry battalion to replace

Wa”?nb«rj :

then

ovui;

b ks stnck " in e mad

tred to builAq read
b//« H&'»ijm - Viassenach

6(6")0(0" P - C;crmanj'

Lamlal.;\{’ vwiove ‘h‘n‘CS ap
to V¢$$enuk (KA‘( ']"7.; ‘frqf)

ETHINT 56 =3
the englneers, The relief was made hurriedly and the infantry, on 8 Nov
L), was not ready for action. Did you plan another attack for that day?
A: (¥) Unfortunately, you didn't notify me of this
situation, No, our troops were very tired and had suffered heavy casual-
ties.
(G) You must remember this Vossenack fight was con—

sldered the second phase of our action, 80 most of our concern ¥as across
thonn;‘thmtoa,mwﬂdmtmtmkslmhvoumh. k/i
() I triad to build a road from Husrtgen through
 the woods toward Vossenack, but it was not suitabls, A coupls of
assauli-guns got through, but the heavisr, biggsr tanks became stuck in
the mud. [”‘“P nede: this cut acress seversl gerjes

—_—
8, Qi

(Interriawer's Note: 12 Inf Regt of 4 In? Div (US) ) in the woods above

At this time, we committed a new regimenb

Germeter: They wers to attack toward Huertgen. Was this area wnder
your control?

A1 (W) Initially, my zone was soutn and east of thers,
but on 4 or 7 Nov L4, this area also becams my responsibility. On 10°
Yoy 4h, while you were attacking west to elip off the Welsser Weh sali-
ent, T launched an attack, Following a heavy artillery prsparation,
2lements of both 156 and 60 Pz Cren Regta, followed by some engineers,
were comdtted and cut off your troops, They passed through the engle
nesr battalions who were holding the line,

9, Q: On 13 Nov 44, after two unsuccesaful efforts to im-

prove the situation of the isolated force, we made a withdrawal, Not a
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shot was fired., Were you aware of this?

A: (W) TYes. Ve got & report on what you were doing,
but the local commanders sald the woods wers so thiek and the debris mse
prohibitive that they could not stop you.

10. Qr Having failed to-cut off the Wissser Weh salient at
it3 base, we finally degan on 1 Now A4} to attadk direetly up 1. How
sirongly was it defended at that time?®

As (W) We mersly maintained patrols bsnind the wire
cbstaclss and mine fields, A1l this time I was making dally requests %o
bs reljeved from this sector. It was not suitadble for the employment of
& panzer division,

(G) e also wanted to withdraw the unit so that it
conld be refittad for the Ardennes Offensive, but we had no one to £ill
the hole, Finally, we managed to relieve a battalion at a time. The
Division Artillery stayed on an extra three or four days so that you
would not notlice a slagkening in the fire and realize what we had done.
11, Q: On what date did your troops leavs the Vossenack
avear N Pz

Hed
pote

As (E@: probably anawered by Waldenbursg.) Approxdimately
13 Niv

13 Nov Ak,

12, Q: What do you estimate as your casualties in the bat—
tls for Schmldt and Vossenack and in the fighting between Germeter and
fusrtgen and bstween Huertgen and Kleinhau?

A: (W) without data of any kind, it is, unfortunataly,
impossibla for me to give a dstailed description of the losses suffsred

ETHINT 56 5w
by the Division in the fightdng in the Huertgen Forsst and at Schmidt.
The casvaliies in personnel, especially of officers and noncommissicned
officers, wore heavy, Ths two panzer grenadier regimenta were particu-
larly hard hit and the reconnalasance battalion to a lesser degree. Ths
ranzer regiment, as far as 1 remember, suffered only small losses in the
schnidt arsa, with only three or four tanks belng put out of actdon.

The artillery had hardly any casualtiss or any losses in material, The
antiaircraft battallon lost two guns through air attacksa.

Even though the losses in personnel of the Diviaion
could be made up on the whole by fresh replacements befors the Ardennes
Cffensive, the casualties in officers and noncommisaioned officers and
enlisted men with battle experience could no longer be replaced. This

lack of experianced personnel made itself felt conasiderably in the Ar-
dennes campaign., 7eapons lost or pub out of action generally could be

—_—

complately replaced. The motor vehicle situation, however, had further

ceteriorated and the Division moved into the Ardennes Offensive vdg 16 P2
%

only about 60% of the vehicles it should have had.
13, 2t How seriously did your engagement in the Huertgen v
Forest affect your 2fficiensy and strength for the Ardennes Offansive?

A1 The loss of experienced lsaders and batile-hardened
vzterans was certainly felt., Our losses in materiel were rsplemished,
excopt 4n trucks. In that category, we went into the Ardennes at only
60% of our T/0 strength.
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Foreword

This interview is one of a series conducted by the Historical
section, STOUSA, and its successors. Unfortunately, only a typed record
in English is available for editing. It is not known whether a record
in German was made at the time of the interview nor, if one was made,
can the accuracy of the translation be determined. Therefore, no abso-
lute guarantee can be given as to the authenticity and completeness of
this version of the interview. Only obvious errors in spelling, punctu-
ation, and grammatical construction have been corrected. 41l parenthet-
ical statements, except those of the editor, which are identified as
such, are as they appear in the available reiDi.

G«:\\NX&\’&

a+ KARL W. LILLGE
1st Lt Inf
Historical Editor

MAY 31 1948
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1l. Q: What were the immediate steps ordered on 17 Nov 44?

A: When the American attack began on 16 Nov 4k, it was
unnecessary to issue immediate instructions because the subordinate
units already had been directed to maintain their front line as far west
as possible. OQur first problem was to reinforce the existing line, and,
also, to replace the casualties resulting from the day's fighting.

Every effort was made to draw reserves, unassigned men, or any other
available troops from the rear. However, we were not permitted to call
upon those troops which were to be utilized in the Ardennes Offensive.

2. Q: Vhat vas the plan and mission of your Army after the
realization that the Nov 44 offensive was a major effort?

A: The plan and mission of the Army during the initial
days of the offensive was to hold the line, prevent a breakthrough, and
maintain the Dueren—Huertgen road.

3. Q: ‘hat was the condition of your reserve troops at the
time of the attack, and in what proportion, if any, were they brought
forwvard to counter the attack?

A: We had an insufficient number of men to execute a
large-scale counterattack; ‘only local counterthrusts were employed.

L. 3: How did the attack affect supplies and replacements?

A: During the initial days of the offensive, our supply
status became critical, not so much because of the enemy ground attack,
but more because the American air offensive cut the supply lines to ﬁhe
front. Especially felt was the lack of artillery ammunition.

5. Q: How did the weather conditions affect your planning
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and action? b')]’*‘t in m /
A: Concerning the weather, there were advantages and

disadvantages. Because there was so much rain, the ground had become ﬂ
soggy, and almost prohibited the operation of our heavy tanks (Tiger
tanks): To some extent, the weather prohibited the maximum effective
employment of the American Air Force over the Huertgen Forest.

6. Q: ‘lere your casualties heavy or light? If possible,

estimate the number during a specific period.
("*U‘l oF

A: It is impossible for me to estimate the number of (. s
“Asuaalries

casualties; however, they were very heavy. Casualties were due to: (1)
artillery, (2) mortar fire, (3) non-battle casualties, and (4) men mis-
sing in action due to the disorganization of command, which was natural
since the fighting occurred in a heavily wooded area. By and large,
considering the conditions under which the German troops were required
to fight in the Huertgen Forest (lack of clothes, ammunition, disorgan-
ization, etc), they made an admirable showing.

7. Q: Can you recall the length of your front, the nuwaber
of corps and divisions you controlled, and the number of men and tanks
which were involved?

A: During the November offensive, the Seventh Army
front extended from Dueren, on the northern flank, to Grevenmacher (on
the lioselle River); in the south. In the northem sector, LIXIV Inf
Corps comprised (from north to south) 275 Wolks GrenmDiv, 89 Inf Div,
and 272 and 277 Volks Gren Divs. From 3 lNov 44 to approximately 21 Nov
L4k, 116 Pz Div also was attached to this Corps in the Huertgen Forest

ETHINT 57 -3-
sector. To the south, LXVI Inf Corps extended from Stadtkyll to Vianden.
It was composed of 18 and 26 Volks Gren Divs and 344 Inf Div. About
mid-Nov 44, 344 Inf Div was transferred to LXXIV Inf Corps to reinforce
275 Volks Gren Div. In the extreme south, the Seventh Army line was held
by IXXX Inf Corps, from Vianden to Grevenmacher. It was composed of
(from north to south):353-Inf Div-and 212 Volks Gren Dive On 20 Nov Ai,
the 353 Inf Div was attached to LXXIV Inf Corps, in the northern sector
of the Army line; it was replaced by 352 Volks Gren Div. This was in

accordance with the policy of keeping the volks grenadier divisions in w
)
GV g

The strength of the Army at this time was approxi- 0

quiet sectors.

mately 100,000 men. The divisions were up to strength; volks grenadier /l’(b
divisions had 13,000 men, and infantry divisions had about 10,000 men. F( g
This included the necessary supporting troops. There were approximately
65 to 75 serviceable tanks in the Army.

8. Q: Uhat effect did the November offensive have on the
Ardennes planning?

A: Seventh Army staff felt that its mission, during Nov

4l and the first part of Dec 44, had been accomplished because it was
possible for the German Army to launch the Ardennes Offensive. Had the
Americans advanced east of the Roer during Nov 44, such an operation on
the part of the Wehrmacht would have been impossible. ‘e knew that on
the southern flank of First US Army (VIII Corps (US) ) there were weak
divisions which had suffered heavily in the Huertgen Forest sector. It

was felt that if the Ardennes Offensive pushed west sufficiently, the
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American troops in the north and south would be withdravn to the area / ’

of penetration, and, then, Seventh Army could easily advance westward Vi

within its zone of attack. Three days after the Offensive began, it was yd

quite apparent that such would be impossible; however, it was 10 Jan 45

before the German order was issued to withdraw from the Bulge to the An INTERVIEW Uﬁ/{ t h

protection of the Siegfried Line. A study of our order of battle will Gennme j Rudolf Frhr v /z{/n GERSDORTPFTF
indicate that, throughout the November offensive, we were constantly re-
inforcing the northern sector of our line, which was in the Huertgen
Forest, with anything that was available. This resulted in weakening
our line in the south, but strengthening the line where that was necess-

ary, in the north.

SEVENTH ARMY
(/25 TUL - 31 AUG 44)
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Foreword

This interview, one of a series conducted b i
Section, ETOUSA, and its successors, consists of four qugs:2§n§1:;§£ical
were forwarded to the source while he was interned in Disarmed En
Forces Camp No 429. Unfortunately, the letter of transmittal which re-
turned the answers to the Theater Historian failed to indicate whether
Phe source wrote his answers in English, or German,or whether an
1¥terpreter was employed and the answers recorded in English at that
tx@e: As only a record of the answers in Inglish is available for
editing, no absolute guarantee can be given as to the authenticity and
completeness of detail of this version of the interview. Only obvious

errors in spelling, punctuation, and grammatical construction have been
corrected.

A copy of the available record of the intervi
in each copy of ETHINT 60. ew is contained

S
LE ROY\S. STANLEY
Capt Inf

Historical Editor

MAY 31 1948

ETHINT 60 -1

1. Q: WVhat were the casualties sustained in the battle
for the Huertgen Forest (including the continuous wooded area north and
west of the Roer River) from 20 Sep 44 to 10 Dec L4?

A: After one and one-half years, it is impossible for
me to give the losses sustained during the battle of the Huertgen Forest
between 20 Sep 44 and 10 Dec 44. As far as I can remember, the German
losses at times were very heavy.

2. Q: What percentage of these were non-battle casualties,
such as frost bite, trench foot, combat exhaustion, etc?

A: Casualties due to cold were 2 percent of all troops
employed during this battle; I cannot say what percent this would be of
the total casualties. There were few cases of combat exhaustion; however,
since these men were not relieved, I could not say what percent this would
be of total casualties.

3. Q: Vere any special medical efforts made to reduce the
non-battle casualties? If so, how successful were they?

A: Although battalion medical personnel were instructed
to relieve men suffering from exhaustion, it was impossible because of the
shortage of replacements. Winter clothing with a thick layer of wodl or
cotton was issued to all troops, as were felt shoes and wool stockings.
Each platoon leader was responsible that his men followed instructions on
changing socks, etc; he was also responsible that his men were allowed to
be out of the cold as much as possible.

L. What percentage of Americans captured during this time were
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11 Aug 45
ETHINT 60 o ETHINT 61 - ( )

wounded or suffering from the effects of weather?

A: T personally did not see or receive any reports of
American wounded who were suffering from the effects of the cold. I did,

however, hear some unofficial reports of trench foot and frost bite among

An INTERVIEW With
the Americans captured, but I personally did not see any of these cases.
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