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LION FOCUS participants in the JMSC Joint Operations Center . This was the ramp-up

exercise for the EUCOM SHARP FOCUS CIJTF certification exercise.

By Lt. Col. Stephen S. Seitz
Deputy Director, JIMSC

of U.S. Army

Europe’s ongoing transforma-

tion, The Joint Multinational
Simulation Center at the 7th Army,
Joint Multinational Training Com-
mand in Grafenwoehr is nearing
completion of a major reorganization
to better train both U.S. and coalition
Soldiers to combat the global war on
terror.

The JMSC, formerly the Joint Mul-
tinational Command Training Center,
serves as the U.S. Army Europe
Battle Command Training Center.

For more than 25 years, USA-
REUR and U.S. Air Force Europe
facilitated a bilateral relationship by
assigning most of their personnel
who plan and conduct “constructive”
(computer simulation-based) training
to the Warrior Preparation Center in
Einsiedlerhof, Germany.

During this time, about 100 Army
personnel were assigned to the
WPC, about 20 to the Directorate of
Simulations Forward, who worked
for the Army commander assigned
to the WPC. The USAREUR Trans-
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formation Plan reduced the Army
footprint in theater and consolidated
training assets and more units in the
Grafenwoehr area.

As a result, the Army could no
longer afford to maintain a pres-
ence at the WPC. The overall Army
personnel supporting constructive
simulation exercises, formerly at the
WPC/DOS-Forward, were reduced
by a third but all personnel were
assigned to Grafenwoehr.

This transformation initiative forged
a new organization, JMSC, which

NATO officers participate in a VTC with
staff members they have now replaced
in Afghanistan during the REGIONAL
COMMAND - SOUTH exercise.
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Training Transformation in Action

currently has 60 government person-
nel (growing to 85) and has oversight
of more than 100 government
contractors.

The JMSC has extensive facili-
ties capable of hosting more than
2,000 exercise participants in Camp
Aachen while linking to other facilities
around the world. Their capabilities
can be extended to support training
at five JMSC “spoke sites” located
in Germany and ltaly or deployed in
exportable training packages.

The primary focus of the JMSC
is to facilitate constructive or “com-
puter-based” training. The JMSC
conducts collective training for units,
commanders, and staffs from the
squad to the three-star Combined
Joint Task Force level. Many simula-
tions are used to meet exercise
unique training objectives, such as
JCATS, the Joint Conflict and Tacti-
cal Simulation. It can replicate large
geographic areas, including areas of
high-resolution urban terrain.

The JMSC has a highly skilled
staff and diverse capabilities that are
combined to create appropriate and
challenging training.

When used with other enablers, it
can portray a three-dimensional visu-
alization of the battlefield by simulat-
ing video feeds from unmanned
aerial vehicles. In short, it allows the
commander and his staffs to operate
in a virtual joint area of operations.
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Army Battle Command System (ABCS)
training in the JMSC Digital University,
Mar 12, 2007.
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