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BEST JUNIOR OFFICER
A 2nd Cavalry Regiment lieutenant recently earned the title of U.S.
Army Europe’s Best Junior Officer in the second annual competition at the
Grafenwoehr (Germany) Training Area.
1st Lt. Jeremy Gilbert took top honors in the competition that
challenged lieutenants and captains from across USAREUR with a variety of
tasks designed to help keep their skills up to date and their minds sharp.
This year’s competitors (pictured below), standing, left to right:
® st Lt. Thomas P. Malejko, 541st Engineer Company
® IstLt. Joshua A. Herrington, 10th Army Air and Missile Defense Command
® Capt. Bryson C. McElyea, 24th Military Intelligence Battalion
1st Lt. Andrew J. DAmelio, 230th Military Police Company
1st Lt. Brian J. Keller, 212th
Combat Support Hospital
® Capt. Michael Bruce, 12th
Combat Aviation Brigade
® 2nd Lt. Victor Domingez,
172nd Infantry Brigade
Combat Team
Kneeling, left to right:
Ist Lt. Jeremy J. Gilbert,
2nd Cavalry Regiment
1st Lt. Lyndon Hill, 30th
Medical Command
Capt. John E. Arthur, 1st
Battalion, 4th Infantry
2nd Lt. Laura D. Amschler,
U.S. Army Europe
1st Lt. John Tidwell, 72nd
Expeditionary Signal
Battalion
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ARMY COMMENDATIONS MEDALS FOR VALOR
Fourteen Soldiers from U.S. Army Europe’s 172nd Infantry Brigade Combat Team were presented with

Army Commendation Medals for valor for their actions in combat during the brigade’s recently completed tour
in Afghanistan.
The recipients are:

Sgt. Adolfo Aguirre, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 3rd Battalion, 66th Armor Regiment

Sgt. Bekzod Alimbekov, Company C, 2nd Battalion, 28th Infantry Regiment

1st Lt. Stuart Barnes, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 3rd Battalion, 66th Armor Regiment

Spc. Keith Benson, Company C, 2nd Battalion, 28th Infantry Regiment

Sgt. Dallas Caviness, Company C, 2nd Battalion, 28th Infantry Regiment

Spc. Jorge Garcia, Company C, 2nd Battalion, 28th Infantry Regiment

Pfc. Matthew Golik, Company C, 2nd Battalion, 28th Infantry Regiment

Pfc. Wyatt Henningsen, Company C, 2nd Battalion, 28th Infantry Regiment

Sgt. Terence Kaiser, Company C, 2nd Battalion, 28th Infantry Regiment

Staff Sgt. Joseph Lunney, Company C, 2nd Battalion, 28th Infantry Regiment

Pfc. Timothy Montanio, Company C, 2nd Battalion, 28th Infantry Regiment

Staff Sgt. Jonathan Owens, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 3rd Battalion, 66th Armor Regiment

Sgt. Troy Springer, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 3rd Battalion, 66th Armor Regiment

Sgt. Jason Wolfington, Company C, 2nd Battalion, 28th Infantry Regiment

FREDERICK E. VOLLRATH HUMAN RESOURCES AWARD
U.S. Army Europe recognized one civilian and four uniformed human resources professionals at the 2nd
annual Frederick E. Vollrath Human Resources Award for Excellence ceremony.
The award, named for retired Lt. Gen. Frederick E. Vollrath, a 45-year professional in the human resources
field, is designed to recognize human resources personnel for quality service and leadership.
This year’s Vollrath recipients are (in photo below with USAREUR deputy commander Maj. Gen. James C.
Boozer and USAREUR deputy chief of staff for personnel Larry Gottardi):
From left to right, starting with second from left:
Capt. Thomas Cho, U.S. Army NATO Brigade
Chief Warrant Officer 3 Laura Gentry, V Corps
Staft Sgt. Alex Casaretto, 21st Theater Sustainment Command
Spc. Tavia Shelton, V Corps
John Spillman of the USAREUR personnel directorate (G1)
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U.S. ARMY MEDICAL COMMAND
SAFETY AWARD

A Heidelberg Medical Department Activity NCO
earned the U.S. Army Medical Command’s top individual
safety award earlier this year.

Staff Sgt. Lon Mullaney (pictured right) earned
MEDCOM’s Individual Award of Excellence in Safety for
improving safety programs for the Heidelberg MEDDAC
and U.S. Army Garrison Baden-Wuerttemberg. In
addition to overseeing safety programs for the Heidelberg,
Stuttgart and Coleman Barracks health facilities, Mullaney
volunteered hundreds of hours as manager of Heidelberg’s
Morale, Welfare and Recreation Wood Shop and updated
the shop’s safety program.

Europe Regional Medical Command safety manager
Carol Fontanese said Mullaney single-handedly completed
a matrix and building drawings, plans and maps showing
the locations of more than 300 fire extinguishers in
Heidelberg, Mannheim, Coleman Barracks and Stuttgart,
and helped improve and sustain Heidelberg MEDDAC’s
Motorcycle Mentorship Program.

A medic by training, Mullaney said hed never worked
in the safety field before this assignment, and was shocked
when he learned hed been selected for the MEDCOM
award.

“I thought he was joking,” Mullaney said. “But this award is a reflection on everybody who helped me do my
job”

PROFESSIONAL WRITING WINNERS

U.S. Army Europe announced its first Professional Writing Competition winners earlier this year.

Three members of the 19th Battlefield Coordination Detachment at Ramstein Air Base -- Col. Steve
Maranian, the 19th BCD commander; Maj. Eric Durham, chief of operations; and Maj. Nikolaus Guran, chief
of plans -- took first-place for their article, “The BCD in Support of the Modern Theater” in Army Magazine’s
December 2011 issue.

The winners’ names will be displayed on a bust of President Dwight Eisenhower in the USAREUR
headquarters in Heidelberg.

Second place went to Lt. Col. Chris Budihas and Maj. Kevin Broadnax of USAREURSs Joint Multinational
Training Command in Grafenwoehr, Germany;, for their article, “The Army’s Next Training Model: Building on
the Past as We Prepare for the Future” which appears in the January edition of Army Magazine.

Maj. Gen. Jimmie Jaye Wells, former commander of USAREUR’s 7th Civil Support Command, earned third
place for his article, “CBRN Crisis response: Multinational Coordination in Europe is necessary to address
CBRN threats,” published in the January-February 2011 edition of The Officer Magazine.

The professional writing program encourages USAREUR professionals to share their expertise, knowledge
and experiences via publication in professional journals. All entries submitted for the competition can be viewed
online at www.eur.army.mil/news/professional-writings.

GEN. DOUGLAS MACARTHUR
LEADERSHIP AWARD

A U.S. Army Europe captain was named as one
of 28 young officers from across the Army saluted for
their leadership abilities during this year’s Gen. Douglas
MacArthur Leadership Awards program.

Capt. Craig Halstead, commander of the 172nd
Infantry Brigade Combat Team’s Company B, 2nd
Battalion, 28th Infantry (in photo at left with USAREUR
commander Lt. Gen. Mark Hertling), was on leave
from deployment in Afghanistan when he and 14 other
company-grade officers were awarded USAREUR-level
MacArthur awards in February. Of those 15, Halstead and
two other USAREUR officers -- Chief Warrant Officer 2
Ou Saephanh and Capt. Christopher Mercado of the 170th
Infantry Brigade Combat Team -- were chosen to represent
USAREUR at the Army level of the competition. The
following month Halstead was named among the 25 officers
and three warrant officers from the active and reserve
components to earn Armywide honors.

Halstead said a good leader is defined by selfless
service.

“You give everything. The sacrifices you make to your
family, to your country and to your subordinates, to take
care of the people you serve with when you lead,” he said.

The MacArthur awards program was introduced in 1987 to recognize company-grade and junior warrant
officers with proven records of performance, leadership and achievement that embody the idals of “Duty, Honor,
Country” associated with MacArthur.
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MAJ. GEN. KEITH L. WARE PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMPETITION

Nineteen print journalism, broadcast journalism and public affairs specialists and organizations from across
the Army in Europe were among those honored by the Department of the Army earlier this year during the
annual Maj. Gen. Keith L. Ware Public Affairs Competition.

Christian Marquardt of U.S. Army Europe’s Joint Multinational Training Command was selected as the
Army Civilian Broadcast Journalist of the Year. Marquardt also earned second place honors in the Radio News
Report and Television Feature Report categories, and third place in the Television News Report category. Other
Army in Europe winners are listed below.

First place winners:

® Staff Sgt. Frank Brown, “Eagle Afternoon Show;” AFN Bavaria (Radio Entertainment Program)
® Joint Multinational Training Command (Television Information Program)
® Sgt. Elliot Valdez, AFN Bavaria (Television Sports Report)
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@ Staff Sgt. Lucas Hoskins, AFN Heidelberg (Television Newsbreak)
Second place winners:
“Millrinder;” 21st Theater Sustainment Command (Magazine-Format Publication)
“Task Force Bayonet Blog,” 170th Infantry Brigade Combat Team (Command Blog)
Spc. Adam Garlington, Headquarters USAREUR (Personality Feature Article - military journalist)
Crystal Smith, U.S. Army Garrison Wiesbaden (Personality Feature Article - civilian journalist)
Tanya Fogg Young, U.S. Army Garrison Stuttgart (Stringer - Writer)
Joseph Mancy, U.S. Army Garrison Stuttgart (Stringer - Photojournalism)
Staft Sgt. Michael Cox, AFN Benelux (Radio Feature Report)
Third place winners:
Headquarters USAREUR (Command Information Campaign)
U.S. Army Garrison Wiesbaden (Program)
Staft Sgt. Christopher Klutts, 170th Infantry Brigade Combat Team (Deployed Photo)
Sgt. Sarah Goss, AFN Heidelberg (Deployed B-Roll Package)
Honorable Mentions:
“First in Support,” 21st Theater Sustainment Command (Web-based Publication)
“Herald Post,” U.S. Army Garrison Baden-Wuerttemberg (Tabloid Format Newspaper)
Staff Sgt. Christopher Klutts, 170th Infantry Brigade Combat Team (Photojournalism - military)

VOLUNTEER FAMILY OF THE
YEAR

A 30th Medical Command sergeant and
his family were named the 2012 Association of
the United States Army Europe Department
Volunteer Family of the Year for their support of
Soldiers and family programs.

Sgt. 1st Class Marvin Williams, his wife,
Jamie (in photo at left with USAREUR deputy
commander Maj. Gen. James C. Boozer), and
their children, were presented the award during a
luncheon hosted by the AUSA Gen. Creighton W.
Abrams Chapter, June 22.

Since 2009 the Williams’ have volunteered to support activities such as the Family Readiness Group
for Headquarters Company, 30th Medical Command; as coaches and assistants for several children’s sports
programs in the Heidelberg area; and with organizing community events in U.S. Army Garrison Baden-
Wuerttemberg.

Last month U.S. Army Europe deputy commander Maj. Gen. James C. Boozer also presented Jamie Williams
with the Gold Presidential Service Award for more than 500 hours of volunteer service.
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ARMY ENGINEER SOLDIER OF
THE YEAR

A combat engineer team leader with U.S. Army
Europe’s Company A, 40th Engineer Battalion, was
named as this year’s recipient of the Van Autreve
Award and active Army Engineer Soldier of the Year,
April 21.

Spc. Devin Fox’s (in photo at right) leaders started
tallying his achievements during his unit’s deployment
to Afghanistan. The list of accomplishments quickly
included rescuing his company’s struggling arms
room operation, standing guard every day at his unit’s
base, completing the Army Combat Lifesaver Course, Py v ’
and serving as his platoon leader’s driver. But Fox ° ! Phote by.Spc. Nathan?}d)da‘/l
said he believes it was his performance at a rigorous
selection board that tested his mettle and knowledge that earned him the nomination for the award.

The award honors former Sgt. Maj. of the Army Leon Van Autreve, and is presented each year by the U.S.
Army Engineer School to combat engineers who display exemplary values and meritorious service.

BEST WARRIOR SOLDIER OF THE YEAR AND NCO OF THE YEAR
Soldiers from units across U.S. Army in Europe, U.S. Army Africa and the U.S. Army NATO Brigade vied for
the titles of U.S. Army Europe Best Warrior Soldier and Best Warrior NCO of the Year.
Following five days of nearly non-stop competition, Pfc. Richard Shepard of 21st Theater Sustainment
Command was named Soldier of the Year and Staff Sgt. Matthew Senna of the Joint Multinational Training
Command was named NCO of the Year.
Shepard and Senna will represent U.S. Army Europe in the Army-level Best Warrior Competition at Fort
Lee, Va., Oct. 15-18.
This year’s competitors for Soldier of the Year (pictured below), standing, left to right:
® Spc. Reed Jaracz, 66th Military
Intelligence Brigade
Spc. Ethan Esposito, Joint
Multinational Training
Command
Pfc. Richard Shepard, 21st
Theater Sustainment Command
Pfc. Alexander Vanroekel, 2nd
Cavalry Regiment
Kneeling, left to right:
® Spc. Samuel Karoki, 12th
Combat Aviation Brigade

® Spc. James L. Earl, 10th Army
Air and Missile Defense
Command

® Pfc. Austin Schaffner, 172nd
Infantry Brigade Combat Team

® Pfc. Kevin Ovalle, U.S. Army
Europe
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This year’s competitors for
NCO of the Year (pictured right),
standing, left to right:

® Sgt. Bob Hall, U.S. Army
Europe
Staff Sgt. Devin Allred,
21st Theater Sustainment
Command
Staff Sgt. Elliot Robbins, 2nd
Cavalry Regiment
Staff Sgt. Lorenzo Graham,
U.S. Army NATO Brigade
Staft Sgt. Matthew Senna,
Joint Multinational Training
Command
Kneeling, left to right:

® Staff Sgt. Jesus Arellano,
10th Army Air and Missile
Defense Command
Sgt. Timothy Collins, 66th
Military Intelligence Brigade
Cpl. Michael Parker, 172nd Infantry Brigade Combat Team
Sgt. Erin Van Maanen, 12th Combat Aviation Brigade
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LATINA STYLE AWARD

The deputy director of U.S. Army Europe’s Civilian Personnel Directorate was one of two recipients
presented with the 2012 LATINA Style Meritorious Service Award in Washington, D.c., Sept. 6.

Vera Garcia earned the award for a variety of efforts, including her involvement in the Mexican American
Business and Professional Women'’s Club, where she served as vice president and developed award-winning
leaderhip and political information programs for club members; for organizing an educational program that
encouraged her DoD co-workers to volunteer to read to grade-school children; and for her support of students
serving internships with DoD under the Workforce Recruitment Program for College Students with Disabilities.

The annual LATINA Style award recognizes military and civilian Department of Defense personnel whose
service has enhanced the role of Latinas in their organizations and who have distinguished themselves by their
contributions to equal opportunity and civil rights programs and public service to their communities.

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT EXECUTIVE OF THE YEAR

The chief of mar t engineering sy at U.S. Army Garrison Schweinfurt’s Directorate of Public
Works was selected by the Army’s Installation Management Command as the 2011 DPW Business Management
Executive of the Year.

Gert Saar (in photo below) oversees all the garrison’s public works-related automation systems, hardware
and software. His branch also runs DPW databases and is responsible for the directorate’s statistics and work
plans.
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The award is one of eight new DPW awards created by the San Antonio, Texas-based IMCOM, which
oversees 184 Army installations worldwide. A garrison news release says the award “recognizes managerial
excellence in the DPW business management function at the installation leave and ... the complex activities and
responsibilities involved in successfully integrating requirements, plans and programs into effective execution
efforts”

Saar led the implementation of the General Fund Enterprise Business System, an enterprise resource
planning tool provided by German software giant SAP that is designed to improve organizational performance.
The garrison release said Saar’s honor is in part the recognition of Schweinfurt’s GFEBS system as “the currently
best running system Europewide and one of the best worldwide.”

STARSK #STRIPES

www.stripes.com

)




