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Members of the "Grizzlies" observer-controller team from U.S. Army Europe's Joint 
Multinational Readiness Center at Hohenfels, Germany discuss a mission during 
exercise Immediate Response 07 at the Wedrzyn Training Area, Poland. 
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WEDRZYN TRAINING AREA, Poland -- The "Grizzlies" observer/controller team 
from U.S. Army Europe's Joint Multinational Readiness Center in Hohenfels, Germany 
added some realism and a wealth of firsthand knowledge of the latest Army training 
doctrine to exercise Immediate Response 07 here. 
 

The "Grizzlies" were 
part of the 300 
USAREUR Soldiers 
from Germany and Italy 
who took part in the 
exercise to help prepare 
Polish troops and 
Soldiers from the 
Illinois Army National 
Guard's Task Force 1st 
Battalion, 178th 
Infantry for their joint 
deployment to 
Afghanistan later this 
year. 
 
The "Grizzlies" role 
involved conducting 
situational training 
exercises and offering 

instruction in techniques, tactics and procedures.  It's a mission in which the team has 
plenty of experience. 
 



“JMRC deployed the same capabilities we offer at Hohenfels,” said Maj. William Duvall, 
the team’s deputy senior task force trainer. “We came down here to observe a wonderful 
unit -- the 178th from Illinois -- as well as an outstanding Polish unit.” 
 
Duvall said the "Grizzlies" observed the units during all phases of their troop-leading 
procedures and other assigned tasks during the exercise and evaluated what they saw. 
 
“We then provided them feedback, so they can better understand what they did, how they 
did it, and most importantly -- how they can do it better," the major said.  "All of this is 
doctrinally based.” 
 
That doctrinal base is linked to the observer/controllers’ expertise on the Army’s most 
recent tactics and techniques, as well as threats being faced by troops in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. Each member of the "Grizzly" team is a combat-experienced senior NCO, 
and the team deploys 'downrange' regularly to keep the knowledge they offer units fresh 
and up-to-date. 
 
Duvall said exercises like Immediate Response are a vital part of keeping both U.S. and 
coalition forces prepared for their missions. 
 
“More and more we are finding ourselves fighting alongside our coalition allies, and 
what's really important about exercises like this is we get the opportunity to understand 
our allies,” he said. 
 
“So when we are executing operations 'downrange' we better understand our coalition 
partners' capabilities and limitations.” 
 
Duvall said the language barrier was the biggest challenge the team faced during the 
exercise, but said that challenge also provided a great opportunity to work with 
interpreters. 
 
Team member Sgt. 1st Class Steven Dewitt said working with the Polish Soldiers was a 
dynamic experience. 
 
“I didn't know what to expect from them at first,” DeWitt said “But as they advanced in 
their missions they became more impressive in their abilities to adapt and overcome 
obstacles.” 
 
“They really are a force that is eager to learn and always improve on their abilities to 
complete any mission given them,” he said. “It has truly been an honor to work alongside 
them.” 
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