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Capt. Sherwin Separa, commander of Company G, Task Force XII (left), 
discusses the unmanned aerial vehicle mission in Multi-National Division - 
Baghdad with U.S. Army Europe Commander Gen. David McKiernan during the 
general’s visit with the task force in Taji, Iraq Jan. 18. TF XII is led by 
USAREUR's 12th Combat Aviation Brigade. 
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CAMP TAJI, Iraq -- Making the rounds of his units deployed to Iraq, U.S. Army 
Europe Commander Gen. David McKiernan paid a visit to the Soldiers of Task Force XII 
Jan 18. The aviation task force, which supports Multi-National Division - Baghdad, is led 
by USAREUR's 12th Combat Aviation Brigade. 
 

McKiernan, USAREUR 
Command Sgt. Maj. 
Iuniasolua Savusa, and 
other members of the 
USAREUR staff, met 
with task force leaders 
and Soldiers about the 
way ahead for 12th CAB. 
 
“The 12th CAB’s future 
is pretty solid in 
Europe,” said McKiernan 
during a briefing with 
brigade commander Col. 
Timothy Edens and his 
staff. “We’re trying to 
put some money in your 
facilities while you’re 
gone.” 
 
McKiernan pointed to 
ongoing upgrades in the 

brigade’s home station communities of Katterbach and Illesheim, Germany, and talked 
about projects such as new housing that will continue as the 12th CAB makes its home in 
Europe more permanent. 



 
Visiting Soldiers and leaders on the flight lines and in the camp's dining facilities, 
McKiernan and Savusa listened to what the Soldiers had to say and answered questions 
on a variety of topics. 
 
“The backbone of our Army is noncommissioned officers and junior officers,” said 
McKiernan. “If we don’t keep that group in the Army, fighting this war and transforming 
our Army can’t happen.” 
 
The USAREUR leaders assured the Soldiers on the ground that there were ongoing talks 
within the Army’s leadership to try to reduce the tour length and get Soldiers as much 
time as possible at home. “I’m very proud of what you’re doing here,” he said. “Your 
communities are proud of you too, and are doing well.” 
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