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ARMY VICE CHIEF OF STAFF VISITS DEPLOYED SOLDIERS IN
AFGHANISTAN, IRAQ

CODY PAYS A CALL ON TROOPS NEAR PAKISTAN BORDER

By Spc. Nathan W. Hutchison
22nd Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

FORWARD OPERATING BASE SALERNO, Afghanistan -- Army Vice Chief of Staff
Gen. Richard Cody visited with Soldiers at this forward operating base near
Afghanistan's border with Pakistan this week and discussed the Army's plan to alleviate
some of the burden of long deployments.

"We are standing up six
new infantry brigades
and eight other
brigades," Cody said,
explaining how the

Army will grow over
the next five years. "We
would like to get to the
point where we have
12-month deployments
with 24 months back at
home with your family
and taking care of
schools and training."”

Cody also promoted, . o SPC NATHAN W. HUTCHISON
re-enlisted, and Gen. Richard Cody, Army vice chief of staff, talks to 101st Combat Aviation

Brigade Soldiers at Forward Operating Base Salerno, Afghanistan Feb. 10.
presented awards to

Soldiers during his call

on troops from the 173rd Airborne Brigade Combat Team, headquartered in Vicenza,
Italy; the 101st Combat Aviation Brigade from Fort Campbell, Ky.; and the 4th Brigade
Combat Team, 82nd Airborne Division, Fort Bragg, N.C.



In addition, the general discussed operations with leaders and talked with troops about
their efforts in Afghanistan.

"l don't know about this war like you do, but I understand what it is like," said Cody. "I'm
not just some bureaucrat from Washington. | have two sons in the Army with six
deployments between them."

"You joined because 300 million people back home depend on you," Cody said. "You're
writing history.

You'll be able to look back in 30 or 40 years and know you made a difference in this
world."

Cody spoke of the support America is giving to the Soldiers' efforts. He said America
holds its Soldiers in high regard during this war and understands the struggles and
hardships troops in Afghanistan and Iraq face daily.

"l am very optimistic, regardless of the stress of six years at war," Cody continued.
"People are behind you and support what you're doing. Where the American Soldier
marches, freedom marches in his footsteps."

The 173rd ABCT is an element of U.S. Army Europe.

VICE CHIEF OF STAFF SPENDS TIME WITH FELLOW AVIATORS IN IRAQ

By Sgt. Brandon Little
12th Combat Aviation Brigade Public Affairs Office

CAMP TAJI, Iraqg -- Gen. Richard Cody, the Army’s vice chief of staff, made a special
visit to Task Force XII Feb. 12.

TF XIllI is the aviation task force headed by the 12th Combat Aviation Brigade that
supports Multi-National Division - Baghdad. Cody is a master aviator with more than
5,000 hours of flight time.

Since taking on the responsibility of providing aviation support to MND-B, task force
Soldiers have adjusted to that mission while continuing to improve operations each day,
said Col. Timothy Edens, the commander of TF XII and 12th CAB.

Task Force XII Soldiers briefed the general on the unit's current and future operations,
tactics, techniques and procedures.

“Task Force Storm currently launches (nearly 75 percent) of our aircraft every day,” said
Lt. Col. James Macklin Jr., commander of TF Storm and 12th CAB's 3rd Battalion, 158th



Aviation. “Due to the outstanding job of our (flight crews) and maintainers, | think we’re
doing a great job of providing the division what they need.”

TF Storm is the air assault battalion for TF XII.

“Our unmanned aerial
vehicle pilots are well
trained and our handoffs
(with brigade combat
teams) are going pretty
good,” Capt. Shirwen
Separa, commander of
Company G, TF XIlI, told
the general.

Cody commended TF XII
Soldiers on their safety
record during this
deployment.

SGT BRANDON LITTLE .

Gen. Richard Cody, the Army’s vice chief of staff and a master aviator (left), talks Y ou’re the first combat
with Chief Warrant Officer 4 Jeff Hartford at Camp Taji, Iraq Feb. 12. Hartford,  aviation brigade to not
an Apache pilot in Task Force XII's 4th Squadron, 3rd Armored Cavalry have an accident within
Regiment, was mentored by Cody earlier in his Army career. their first 90 days in

theater,” he said. “You’re
off to a tremendous start, so please continue to do whatever you’re doing.”

Although Cody said Lt. Gen. Raymond Odierno, commander of Multi-National Corps -
Irag and the Army's 111 Corps, has been nominated to replace him as the Army’s vice
chief of staff in mid- to late summer, he added that he is confident the Army will continue
to provide aviators the tools they need to complete their missions.

Cody concluded his visit by thanking the leaders of Task Force XII for a job well done
and reminded them to continue to look out for their Soldiers.

“Remember to take care of those wonderful maintainers and crew chiefs, because they
are just as important as the pilots,” said Cody. “This (task force) has shown great
discipline and I’m awful proud of you and what you’ve been doing.”

The 12th CAB is a U.S. Army Europe unit headquartered in Ansbach, Germany.
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