U.S. Army Europe = 7th Army 7 iy ﬂHYFORCE .» _
contact: paoci@eur.army.mil ﬁ -N [I PMYFOP Wﬂ .PD

phone: 49-6221-57-5815 / DSN 370-5815
fax: 49-6221-57-6376 / DSN 370-6376

RELEASE #2008-02-14-01 Feb. 14, 2008

1ST ARMORED DIVISION MILITARY POLICE DO THEIR PART IN
BRINGING STABILITY TO TIKRIT

By Spc. Alfredo Jimenez Jr.
Task Force Iron Public Affairs Office

TIKRIT, Iraq -- When 1st Armored Division arrived almost five months ago, this city
had a reputation as place where insurgents and murders were commonplace, and as the
birthplace of Saddam Hussein.

Today Tikrit is blooming
with life, and its citizens
are enjoying
improvements in its
security and economy.
Part of the credit for that
reversal of fortune is
owed to the Soldiers of
the 501st Military Police
Company.

“We patrol throughout
neighborhoods for 24
hours to weed out
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stabilization,” said Pfc.
Derek White, a gunner in
the 501st. “We know this is an important task and we are glad we can do it.”

The MPs sometimes join forces with the Iragi Police and on their daily patrols.

“We conduct dismounted and mounted patrols through the city to give us the opportunity
to interact with the public and let them see we are doing a wonderful thing for them,” said
1st Lt. Josephine Hix, 4th platoon leader for the 501st.



The MPs are familiar faces to the residents, as they constantly wave, smile or stop to talk
with them as they patrol the city's neighborhoods. Children run to the Soldiers and thank
them.

“We conduct these patrols to protect the residents and to find out if there are any threats
to Iragi Police and coalition forces,” said Sgt. James Lawrence, a squad leader in the
501st's 4th platoon. “We are glad to be part of this operation and we enjoy learning a lot
about the area.”

“I am proud of the (501st) for everything they have done,” Lawrence said. “They are
young Soldiers but they have adapted well and shown resiliency. The city of Tikrit is
becoming alive again and it’s in great part due to these patrols.”

The 501st, an element of 1st Armored Division's Special Troops Battalion, is a U.S.
Army Europe unit headquartered in Wiesbaden, Germany.
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