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German traffic fines to get more expensive in 2009

U.S. Army Europe Office of the Provost Marshal

MANNHEIM, Germany -- Traffic fines in Germany will increase at the start of 2009,
especially for speeders and tailgaters, according to the German automobile club ADAC.

Fines for running red lights and driving under the influence of drugs or alcohol will also
increase significantly.

The penalty for staying in the left
lane of the autobahn when the An excerpt of Germany’s new traffic fines for 2009

right lane is free will double

Driving too fast Old fine/New fine
from €40 to €80, ADAC reported | 5755 kmph over the limit €50/ €70
in its magazine for November. 26-30 kmph €60 / €95

31-40 kmph €100 / €160*
German highway police have a 41-50 kmph €150/ €240*

large fleet of fast unmarked
vehicles with video cameras
discreetly mounted front and
back to follow and film reckless drivers and speeders, ADAC reports. When an offender
has been identified, police will flash their blue lights, overtake the vehicle waving a red
and white signal disk and escort the offending vehicle to the nearest parking area. A
folding electronic display may be installed in the back window of these police cars and
will show the words, “STOPP, POLIZEI” or “POLIZEI FOLGEN” when the police want
you to follow them.

* also includes one month driving ban (unchanged)

According to ADAC around 21,000 accidents with injuries occur on German autobahns
each year. The main causes are following too close (more than 4,000) and driving too fast
(about 7,000). Alcohol is involved in around 700 of those accidents.
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