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TAB A
Commanding General Welcome Letter

"It is true that the hour of
invasion draws nearer, but the
scale of enemy air attacks
does not indicate that it is
immediately imminent.”

Feldmarshall von Rundstedt to Hitler
30 May 1944

"Okay, let’s go.”

General Dwight D. Eisenhower
5 June 1944




Team,

| am very excited and honored to spend the next few days with you learning,
analyzing and hopefully debating the strategy, actions and decisions of the leaders involved
in the great battle at Normandy in 1944.

Together, we will walk over the ground contested on D-Day using proven staff ride
techniques that represent a unique and persuasive method of conveying the lessons of the
past to present-day operational level leaders. | encourage everyone to frame the historical
lessons from these battles in the terms of our current Joint Operational Functions;
Movement and Maneuver, Intelligence, Fires, Sustainment, Mission Command and
Protection, as we prepare ourselves for an open dialogue.

| also ask everyone to keep in mind the following words of wisdom from The Staff
Ride by William G. Robertson. “What the student—the professional Soldier—must achieve
is what German military theorist Karl von Clausewitz in On War defined as critical analysis:
determine the facts, establish cause and effect, and analyze the results. Critical analysis is
an integral part of maximizing leader development opportunities offered as we walk through
the history of perhaps the most important influential operation of World War Il. in simpler
terms, the Soldier must find out what happened, establish why and how events occurred as
they did, and decide what these cause and effect relationships mean now.” This critical

thinking is essential to our Army’s Leader Development process as we continue to develop
ourselves within our profession.

The importance of Normandy cannot be understated, because it is here where the
strength of free peoples of the West were tested and it is Normandy which, for most of us,
captures the spirit of the liberation of Europe from tyranny and the delivery of hope to the
long-oppressed. We retain the proud lineage of that American Army which came ashore in

1944 as we continue the legacy of trust forged in Normandy with our closest Allies in
Europe.

This "battlebook" provides the background material you need to prepare for our
study of the invasion. By tramping the beachheads at Normandy and reliving the dilemmas
of June 1944 together, we have the opportunity to think about our own leadership and the
magnificent Soldiers we are privileged to lead. | am honored to have this opportunity to join
you to celebrate our heritage and to better prepare ourselves for an uncertain future.
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TAB B
Concept and Objectives
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Concept and Objectives

Purpose:

To provide a leadership case study of the Allied invasion of Normandy, 6 June 1944, as
part of the Commanding General’s senior leader professional development program.

Concept:

The Staff Ride will begin with an evening seminar introducing the main themes we will
explore together. The discussion will focus at the intersection of the strategic and
operational levels of war. Key considerations are the continuing challenges of senior
leadership — planning, organizing, and integrating complex operations in a joint and
combined context; training and equipping; building, leading, and rebuilding effective
teams; the constant need for resolute moral leadership under stress; the meshing of ideas
and technology; and the inculcation of the qualities essential to “fighting through™.

Using a hotel overlooking Omaha Beach as a base of operations, we will travel by bus to
various “stands” and from our study and initial explorations of “war on the map”
determine what actually happened on the ground. We will discuss the planning, training,
organizing, equipping, and mounting of Operation OVERLORD. On the ground we will
observe the US airborne and amphibious operations, as part of the Allied 21* Army
Group, and the subsequent combat operations to establish and expand the beachhead.
Finally we will examine the extensive logistical operations required to support the forces
entering the continent. Each stand has been carefully chosen, generally following the
force which has the initiative, to illustrate a key objective, to emphasize the difficult U.S.
and Allied coordination and integration challenges, to track the decisions of the senior
leaders and to “follow the fight” on the ground. Throughout the Staff Ride we will be
emphasizing the role of the leader to shape the future, to build and sustain teams, to
manage process and change, and to nurture learning.

We will conclude each day with a seminar highlighting the observations and insights of
the day, offering selected additional topics, and setting the stage for the following day.
The Commanding General will lead an After Action Review at the conclusion of the Staff
Ride at our last stop near Villers-Bocage.

Objectives:

This rich and engaging battlefield metaphor will provide a perfect setting for the
USAREUR Senior Leader Team to study, discuss, and reflect on:

Creating strategic architecture; values, vision, grand and operational strategy,
Building and sustaining a coalition,

Forming and forging command and staff teams,

Large unit operations,

Innovation in our Army; technology and doctrine,

Dealing with the unexpected; decision making under uncertainty, and
Generalship: Identifying, Recognizing, Shaping and Transforming.



TAB D
Planning Directive to Eisenhower

Shoulder Sleeve Insignia
Supreme Headquarters
Allied Expeditionary Force

ﬁ—'ﬁ——_—
Upon a Norman shield of heraldic sable,

representing the darkness of Nazi oppression, is
shown the sword of liberation in the form of a
crusader’s sword, the flames arising from the hilt
and leaping up the blade. This represents
avenging justice by which the enemy power will be
broken in Nazi-dominated Europe. Above the
sword is a rainbow emblematic of hope containing
all the colors of which the National flags of the
Allies are composed.

The heraldic chief of azure above the rainbow is
emblematic of a state of peace and tranquillity
the restoration of which to the enslaved people is
the objective of the United Nations.

The black shield changed to dark blue when
redesignated for US Forces, European Theater in
19485, and remains the shoulder sleeve insignia of
US Army Europe today.










TAB E
Eisenhower's General Order

"I admire Napoleon less
since I know what a coalition is.”

Marshal Ferdinand Foch

I.The Allied commanders before D-Day: (front) ‘ledder, Lisenhower and
Montgomery; (behind) Bradley, R amsay, Leigh-Mallory and Bedell Smith.







Chronology of World War 11

"But war is a ruthless taskmaster, demanding
success regardless of confusion, shortness of
time, and paucity of tools. Exact justice for
the individual and a careful consideration of
his rights is impossible. One man sacrifices
his life on the battlefield and another sacrifices
his reputation elsewhere, both in the same
cause. The hurly burly of the conflict does not
permit commanders to draw fine distinctions.
To succeed, they must demand results, close
their ears to excuses, and drive subordinates
beyond what would ordinarily be considered
the limit of human capacity. Wars are won by
the side that accomplishes the impossible.
Battles are decided in favor of troops whose
bravery, fortitude, and especially, whose
endurance surpasses that of the enemy’s;
the army with the higher breaking point wins.”

George Marshall, Memories of My Services
in the World War, 1917-1918




Chronology of World War 11

Date Global Events Western Front Mediterranean Eastern Front Southwest Pacific Central Pacific China/Burma/ ‘
India
1939 T
Sep UK & FR declare GE & USSR Sino-Japanese
war on GE invade, divide War (1937-1945)
Poland |
British Army Russo-Finish War
deploys to France begins
1940
Apr Churchill becomes | GE occupies
Prime Minister Denmark, invades
Norway
May GE invades NL, USSR occupies
BE, FR disputed
Romanian territory
Jun FR falls; British ltaly declares war
Army evacuated on UK, FR
from Dunkerque
Jul GE begins air British Fleet
attacks against UK | attacks IT Fleet
Aug Battle of Britain Italy invades Egypt
from Libya
Sep JA invades Indo-
China
Oct GE, IT, JA form IT invades Greece | GE troops enter
Axis Pact Romania to protect
E) oil fields
Nov HU, RO join Axis UK attacks IT fleet
Pact at Trianto
Dec GE reinforces IT in

Greece

British open drive
in North Africa




Chronology of World War 11

Date Global Events Western Front Mediterranean Eastern Front Southwest Pacific Central Pacific China/Burmal
India
1941
Mar US passes Lend-
Lease
Apr Russo-JA non- GE invades
aggression pact Yugoslavia
BEF withdrawn
from GR
GE reinf IT in North
Africa, Rommel’s
1% Offensive
May GE attacks Crete
Jun GE invades USSR
Jul US declares ol
embargo vs JA
Sep GE torpedo atk on
USS Green opens
undeclared war in
North Atlantic
Oct Lend-Lease
extended to USSR
Dec GE, IT declare German offensive | JA Atks Philippines | JA Atks Pearl JA alliance with
war on US stopped before Harbor Thailand
Moscow
Anglo-Amer Conf British drive for Leningrad
(Arcadia) Tobruk besieged
1942
Jan UN declaration Rommel’'s 2d Soviet Winter US & Filipino
signed by 26 Offensive begins Offensive makes defenders
nations limited gains withdraw to Bataan
Combined Chiefs JA captures Br N.
of Staff activated Borneo, Invades
Solomons
Feb Singapore JA occupies
surrenders Burma
Gen MacArthur
reaches Australia
Mar Surrender of
Bataan
Apr Doolittle Raid (on
Tokyo)
May US surrender in
Philippines
P 1 Battle of Coral Sea ]




Chronology of World War Il

Date Global Events Western Front Mediterranean Eastern Front Southwest Pacific Central Pacific China/Burmal/
(1942) India
Jun Rommel opens GE Summer Battle of Midway
drive into Egypt Offensive in
southwest USSR
I Tobruk falls to Axis
Jul BR-US decision to GE captures JA invades New
invade N. Africa Sevastopol Guinea
Aug Allies raid Dieppe, US landings on |
France Guadalcanal |
Sep Battle of ;
Stalingrad begins |
Oct BR attack at El US Naval victory in
Alamein Solomon Islands
Nov Allied landings at Buna-Gona
Casablanca, Oran,
Algiers
GE moves into French resistance
unoccupied FR in N. Africa ends
1943
Jan Allied Conference | US Air Force joins Russian Leningrad
at Casablanca bombardment of Offensive
GE
| Feb Rommel breaks Battle of Stalingrad | JA resistance ends
through Kasserine | ends on Guadalcanal
Pass, Tunisia Russian Campaign
in Ukraine
Siege of Leningrad
lifted
Mar Allied GE
counteroffensive counteroffensive |
May Trident Axis forces in N Allies attack New
Conference in Africa surrender Guinea
Washington
Jul Allies invade Sicily
Aug Quadrant GE abandon
Conference in Kharkov
Quebec
Fall of Mussolini Allied victory in
Sicily |
Sep GE reinforces IT
Oct IT declares war on Allied landings in Australian victory Stillwell’'s Burma

GE

Salerno

at Finschhafen,
New Guinea

Campaign begins




Chronology of World War 11

Date Global Events Western Front Mediterranean Eastern Front Southwest Pacific Central Pacific China/Burma/
(1943) India
| Nov Cairo-Teheran Winter Line Allies invade
Conferences. Campaign Bougainville &
UN Relief and Tarawa
Rehabilitation
Administration
established
Dec Soviets begin
Winter Offensive
1944
Jan Landings at Anzio Soviet offensive
enters Estonia
Unsuccessful
Allied attack at
Rapido River (IT)
Feb Allied bombing Invasion of
focuses on GE Marshall Islands l
aircraft production (Kwajalein)
Mar Attack on Cassino | Soviets drive into Rabaul falls Attacks on Truk in | Merrill's Marauders
Ukraine Caroline Islands advance into
Hukwang Valley
Invasion of Japanese Imphal-
Admiralty Islands Kohima Offensive
Apr UN Organization Strategic bombing | Allies attack Odessa retaken by | Allied landings in Myitkina airfield
for Educational priorities shift to Gustav line in IT Soviets New Guinea captured by Allies
and Cultural support Normandy
Reconstruction Invasion
formed
Jun Normandy Invaded | Rome liberated Major Soviet JA fleet loses Strategic bombing
offensive in Central | heavily in Battle of | campaign against
Region and in Philippine Sea Japan begins
Finland
GE launches first V
weapons against
UK
Jul UN Monetary and | Breakout from Florence liberated | Warsaw uprising Marianas invaded Slim’s Burma

Financial
Conference
(Bretton Woods);
creates IMF and
World Bank

Beachhead

Offensive begins




Chronology of World War 11

Date Global Events Western Front Mediterranean Eastern Front Southwest Pacific Central Pacific China/Burmal/
(1944) India
Aug Allies rush for Allies land in Romania Guam liberated JA invaders driven
Seine River Southern France surrenders back from Indian
Crossings frontier
Soviets reach East
Prussia
Sep UNRRA allocated | Brussels liberated Soviets declare Landings in
$50m to IT -- first war on Bulgaria Caroline Islands
commitment to Market Garden
former enemy
OCTAGON German defense of
Conference German soil
(Quebec) begins
Oct Dumbarton Oaks | Forces from Soviets reach Leyte Invasion; JA Begin final major
lays permanent Southern.France Yugoslavia, Fleet suffers major offensive
UN groundwork link up with Forces Czechoslovakia, losses
from Normandy and Poland
Allied Offensives
bog down
Nov Saipan airfields
open for Allied
bombing campaign
Dec GE
counteroffensive
Battle of the Bulge




Chronology of World War 11

Date Global Events Western Front Mediterranean Eastern Front Southwest Pacific Central Pacific China/Burma/
India
1945
Jan Soviet Winter US landings on
Offensive liberates | Luzon
Warsaw
Feb Yalta Conference | Allies defeat 5th Army offensive | Budapest liberated | Battle for Manila Landings on Iwo
Colmar pocket; in northern IT begins Jima
end Battle of the
Buige
Mar US 9th Army drives Soviets capture Manila liberated
to Rhine; 9" Arm Danzig
Div crosses at
Remagen
Koin falls Soviets advance in | Landings on
Czech, Hungary, Mindanao
Austria
Apr Roosevelt dies; US, UK forces 5th Army crosses GE resistance in
Truman US cross Rhine in Po River East Prussia ends
President force
San Francisco US units reach Vienna falls
conference drafts | Elbe River
UN Charter
May V-E Day War ends War ends Soviets capture Resistance ends Resistance ends British capture
Berlin; war ends on Mindanao on Okinawa Rangoon
Jul Potsdam Carrier based
Conference planes join attack
against Japan
| Clement Atlee
replaces Churchill
Aug Atomic bombing
of Japan
Sep Japanese war ends war ends war ends
surrender
accepted




TAB G
World War 11 Conferences

Pathfinders of 6% (UK) Airborne Division synchronize
watches immediately before take-off

o ‘j@;;;:

"The only thing worse
than having allies
is not having them.”

Sir Winston Churchill

. W

A Royal Canadian Navy landing craft approaching Juno Beach




World War 11 Conferences

The first involvement of the United States in the wartime conferences between the Allied
nations opposing the Axis powers actually occurred before the nation formally entered
World War II. In August 1941, President Franklin Roosevelt and British Prime Minister
Winston Churchill met secretly and devised an eight-point statement of war aims known
as the Atlantic Charter, which included a pledge that the Allies would not accept
territorial changes resulting from the war in Europe.

Following the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, the wartime conferences focused on
establishing a second front. At Casablanca in January 1943, Roosevelt and Churchill
agreed to fight until the Axis powers surrendered unconditionally. In a November 1943
meeting in Egypt with Chinese leader Chiang Kai-shek, Roosevelt and Churchill agreed
to a pre-eminent role for China in postwar Asia. The next major wartime conference
included Roosevelt, Churchill, and the leader of the Soviet Union, Josef Stalin. Meeting
at Tehran following the Cairo Conference, the "Big Three" secured confirmation on the
launching of the cross-channel invasion and a promise from Stalin that the Soviet Union
would eventually enter the war against Japan.

In 1944, conferences at Bretton Woods and Dumbarton Oaks created the framework for
international cooperation in the postwar world. In February 1945, the "Big Three" met at
the former Russian czar’s summer palace in the Crimea. Yalta was the most important
and by far the most controversial of the wartime meetings. Recognizing the strong
position that the Soviet Army possessed on the ground, Churchill and an ailing Roosevelt
agreed to a number of compromises with Stalin that allowed Soviet hegemony to remain
in Poland and other Eastern European countries, granted territorial concessions to the
Soviet Union, and outlined punitive measures against Germany, including an occupation
and reparations in principle. Stalin did guarantee that the Soviet Union would declare
war on Japan within six months.

The last meeting of the "Big Three" occurred at Potsdam in July 1945, where the tension
that would erupt into the cold war was evident. Despite the end of the war in Europe and
the revelation of the existence of the atomic bomb to the Allies, neither President Harry
Truman, Roosevelt’s successor, nor Clement Attlee, who mid-way through the
conference replaced Churchill, could come to agreement with Stalin on any but the most
minor issues. The most significant agreement was the issuance of the Potsdam
Declaration to Japan demanding an immediate and unconditional surrender and
threatening Japan with destruction if they did not comply. With the Axis forces defeated,
the wartime alliance soon devolved into suspicion and bitterness on both sides.












TAB H
Allied Command Architecture
& Order of Battle

"The pious Greek, when he had set up altars to all
the great gods by name, added one more altar,
'To the Unknown God",

So whenever we speak and think of the great
captains and set up our military altars to
Hannibal and Napoleon and Marlborough and
such-like, let us add one more altar,

'To the Unknown Leader’,
that is, to the good company, platoon, or section
leader who carries forward his men or holds
his post, and often falls unknown. It is these
who in the end do most to win wars.

The British have been a free people and are
still a comparatively free people; and though
we are not, thank Heaven, a military nation,
this tradition of freedom gives to our junior
leaders in war a priceless gift of initiative.

So long as this initiative is not cramped
by too many regulations, by too much formalism,
we shall, I trust, continue to win our battles -
sometimes in spite of our higher commanders.”

Field Marshal Lord Wavell




Allied Command Architecture

Heads of State

Mr. Roosevelt: Mr. Churchill

U.S. Chiefs of Staff
Admiral Leahy

General Arnold
General Marshall

Admiral King

Combined Chiefs of Staff

British Chiefs of Staff
Field Marshal Brooke
Admiral of the Fleet Cunningham
Marshal of the RAF Portal

Supreme Commander, Allied Expeditionary Force
General Dwight D. Eisenhower, USA

Deputy Supreme Commander
Air Chief Marshal Tedder, UK

Lt Gen Smith, US

Chief of Staff

I

Naval Commander-in-Chief

Admiral Ramsay, UK

21st Army Group
General Montgomery, UK

Air Commander-in-Chief
Air Chief Marshal Leigh-Mallory, UK

|

First US Army
Lt Gen Bradley, USA

|

Second British Army

Lt Gen Dempsey, UK

|

V Corps
Maj Gen Gerow, USA
(Omaha)

VIl Corps
Maj Gen Collins, USA
(Utah)

Airborne Troops
and
Rangers

1 Corps
Lt Gen Crocker, UK
(Sword - UK)
(Juno - Canadian)

30 Corps
Lt Gen Bucknall, UK
(Gold - UK)

Airborne Troops and
Commandos

The command architecture was created to be fairly straight forward and “clean,” while sharing control between the two principal
(national) partners in a reasonable way. This was, however, an interim arrangement -- the command architecture to invade Normandy
but not to win the war. Once ashore, Eisenhower was to take Montgomery’s place as the ground commander. 1st US Army would
subordinate to a new 12th (US) Army Group, commanded by Bradley and both Bradley and Montgomery would become co-equal
subordinates of Eisenhower. This created an ambiguity in authority which hindered teamwork throughout the campaign.
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= STRENGTH AND EQUIPMENT

U. S. INFANTRY

DIVISION 13};; m MEN
DIV'S'ON HEADQUARTERS 1,440 VEHICLES

54 105mm HOWITZERS
12 155mm HOWITZERS
57 57mm ANTI-TANK GUNS

1944

INFANTRY INFANTRY INFANTRY
REGIMENT REGIMENT REGIMENT

432 Officors— 8,922 Enlisted Mon—642 Vehiclos— 105mm 105mm 105mm 155mm
18 105mm Howitzers—54 57mm Anti-Tank Guns ARTILLERY ARTILLERY ARTILLERY ARTILLERY

BATTALION BATTALION BATTALION BATTALION
123 Officers—1,920 Enlisted Men—373 Vehicles—36 105mm
Howitzers—12 155mm Howitzers
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— STRENGTH AND EQUIPMENT

DIVISION
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269 TANKS
1,141 VEHICLES

54 105mm HOWITZERS
9 75mm HOWITZERS
30 57mm ANTI-TANK GUNS
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DIVISION TRAINS

108 Officers—2,886 Enlisted Men—378 Vehicles— 99 Officers—1,503 Enlisted Men—9 Tanks—
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54 105mm Howitzers—159 Vehicles
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TAB 1
Allied Biographies

From left: Flwood “Pete”Quesada, Commanding General, IX U.S. Tactical Air
Command, responsible for giving First U.S. Army close air support; Omar N. Bradley,
Commanding General of First U.S. Army, later of the 12th U.S. Army Group;
William B. Kean, General Bradley’s Chief of Staff




Allied Bilographies

American Commanders

General Dwight David Eisenhower
Supreme Commander, Allied Expeditionary Forces

Eisenhower was the senior officer in the European
Theater of Operations and commander of the Allied
coalition against Hitler. Born in the little east Texas
town of Denison in 1890, he graduated from the U. S.
Military Academy at West Point in 1915 with a
commission in the infantry. World War I brought the
temporary rank of lieutenant colonel and service with
training the Army's new tank corps, but Eisenhower
was disappointed that he never had the chance to
command in France during the fighting. He was
promoted to major in 1920 and held that rank through
the next sixteen years of service in the small interwar
Army, serving in various staff positions and,
occasionally, with troops. He did not command a
battalion until 1940. The key to his professional
development was an early assignment in Panama
with Brig. Gen. Fox Conner, operations officer on
General John J. Pershing's staff during World War I
: in France and at that time commanding an infantry
brigade. Conner tutored Elsenhower in the military art and, most significantly, caused him to think
deeply about the problems of coalition command. After graduating from the Command and
General Staff School at Fort Leavenworth, the acknowledged portal to future advancement, and two
years later from the Army War College, Eisenhower served on the War Department General Staft,
where he worked in the Office of the Chief of Staff while Douglas MacArthur led the Army. He
subsequently worked again for MacArthur in the Philippines and returned to the United States as a
lieutenant colonel in 1939 for battalion command in the 15th Infantry, duty as regimental executive
officer, and then as chief of staff of the 3rd Infantry Division. Thereafter, Eisenhower became chief
of staff of the newly-activated IX Corps and then of Third Army. It was in that position that he first
gained national attention, being credited with the battle plan by means of which Lt. Gen. Walter
Krueger's Third Army decisively defeated Lt. Gen. Ben Lear's Second Army in the famous
Louisiana Maneuvers of 1941.

Almost immediately, Army Chief of Staff George C. Marshall summoned Eisenhower to
Washington, where he soon made the younger man chief of the War Plans Division of the general
staff and quickly promoted him to major general. Developing plans that were then in formulation,
Eisenhower sketched the basic strategy of establishing a base in the United Kingdom and attacking
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Eisenhower and Bradley and five years before his immediate superior, Collins. Barton did not
see combat in World War I, but he served for four years in Europe in the postwar occupation
i forces, commanding the last American military post in
Germany prior to the departure of the U.S. Army from its
occupation zone in 1923, as the commander of 1* Battalion,
gh Infantry.

By 1944, at fifty-four years old, Barton had perhaps reached
' the age at which Chief of Staff Marshall did not believe men
should be commanding combat outfits, but his former West
Point sports of boxing and wrestling had helped produce an
extraordinarily tough and confident soldier. Described by
one 4™ Division colonel as “a very strict disciplinarian who
commanded his division with an iron hand”, Barton did
command respect. During exercises, he was so frequently
near the fighting men that it was easy for the troops to
recognize his weather-beaten face with its clipped mustache
8 and bushy eyebrows. Shortly after he took command of the
| 4" in 1942, a member of the 22™ Infantry noted: “His
manner was firm and brisk, but not sour or stiff. The rank and file are strongly impressed with
the ability and energetic leadership he has exhibited in the short time since he took command of
this division.” In a speech to the 22" Infantry, 3 July 1942, he said, “I am your leader. I want to
know what you think. In the not too distant future we will be in battle. When bullets start flying
your minds will freeze, and you will act according to habit. In order that you develop the right
habits, training discipline must be strict. 1 know 90 percent of you want to cooperate. I will take
care of the other 10 percent”.

Barton commanded the 4™ Infantry Division from 3 July 1942 to 26 December 1944, from Utah
Beach to the Liberation of Paris, breaching the Siegfried Line, into the Hiirtgen Forest and
through the Battle of the Bulge, leaving command due to health problems. He retired in 1946 to
Augusta, Georgia, and served as the president of the Augusta Chamber of Commerce. He died
in 1963 in Augusta. (Balkoski, Utah Beach: June 6 1944, et al)

Major General Manton S. Eddy
Commanding General, 9" Infantry Division

Manton Eddy was born in 1892 in Chicago. He entered the Regular Army in November 1916
and was commissioned in the infantry before World War I. He served with the rifle and machine
gun units of the 4™ Infantry Division in France and was wounded in action in August of 1918.
After the war, he served on the Infantry Board from 1921 to 1924, and then was Professor of
Military Science at Riverside Military Academy from 1925 through 1929. He graduated from
Command and General Staff School in 1934 and remained there as an instructor in tactics until
1939.
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the United States, and then as an instructor at the Military Academy, entirely missing overseas duty
in World War I. From 1920 through 1924 he served principally as a finance officer. Cota
graduated from the Army War College in 1936.

From 1938 to 1940, he taught at the Command and General
Staff School. In November, 1940, he became executive officer
of the 16" Infantry at Fort Jay, New York, followed in March of
1941 by assignment as G-2 of the 1¥ Infantry Division. In July
of 1941, he became divisional G-3, a post he held until June of
1942. While assigned as G-3, he devised and carried out
extensive amphibious training exercises for the division. He
became division Chief of Staff in June of 1942, while the
division was preparing for movement overseas.

In February of 1943, he was promoted to brigadier general and
assigned to British Combined Operations Headquarters in
London. Through the spring and summer of 1943, he
represented the United States in a series of Anglo-American
conferences on combined operations techniques and
amphibious operations. In October of 1943, he became
- Assistant Division Commander of the 29" Infantry Division and
began training that division for the landings in France.

Cota distinguished himself through personal gallantry while serving as Assistant Division
Commander of the 29" Infantry Division during the Normandy landings, and was decorated with
both the Distinguished Service Cross and the British Distinguished Service Order.

A member of his Weapons Section while teaching at the Infantry School in 1930, Cota had known
Bradley for years. For his part, Bradley considered Cota a good friend. After relieving Maj. Gen.
Lloyd Brown from command of the 28" Infantry Division during the hedgerow fighting in France,
Bradley assigned it to the ADC of the 9" Infantry Division, who was mortally wounded a few hours
after taking command. His next choice, in August, was Cota, largely because of his heroism at
Omaha Beach. In his postwar analysis, Bradley concluded that Cota led the 28" Infantry Division
with great distinction, and that the division “soon became one of the toughest and most dependable
in my command.”

After the war, Cota brought the division back to the United States and was assigned in 1946 as
commanding general of the Fourth Service Command at Fort Jackson. He retired as a major general
in June, 1946. He died on 4 October 1971. (CK)

Brigadier General James M. Gavin
Assistant Division Commander, 82" Airborne Division

James Gavin enlisted in the Army at age 16, before finishing high school, but was recognized as
a bright, talented young Soldier. He earned an “at large” appointment to West Point, graduating
in 1929. He tried but failed to become a military pilot and then joined the 25" Infantry in
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TABJ
German Command
Architecture & Order of Battle

L Juhigang « He 18- Butlln, 19, Mol 1944
n lpd | k] l.unu..m. arteligald
ne l elich

Atlantic Wall defenses on
the cover of the magazine
“Die Wehrmacht"

HERAUSGEGEBEN VOM OBERKOMMANDO DER WEHRMACHT 1

Sight of a low-flying Allied photo
reconnaissance plane sends German
soldiers working on beach defenses

in France scrambling for cover




German Command Architecture

Adolph Hitler
OKW - Armed Forces High Cmd

GEN von Schweppenburg OKL - Air Force High Cmd OKH - Army High Cmd OKM - Navy High Cmd Field Marshal Rommel Reichsfuhrer der SS Heinrich Himmier
Panzergruppe West Army Group B Schutzstaffel (SS)
|| German Air Forces L Field Marshal von Rundstedt \\ Coast Artillery ] GEN von Salmuth Administrative control
in France Commander in Chief, West 15th Army of all Waffen SS
units in OB West AOR
L | Airborne Forces || GEN Dollmann
in France 7th Army

Air Defense Forces
in France

The simplicity of the chart belies its complexity. For a variety of reasons not at all related to the actual fighting, Hitler organized the defense of

France in a set of stovepipes. Thus, von Rundstedt was the nominal commander-in-chief for all of France and the BENELUX countries. However,

the primary defense forces were under the separate command of Rommel but even he had no direct command over the critical Panzer (armored and
motorized) reserves which responded directly to Hitler’s headquarters. Note that while Oberkommando des Herres (OKH — Army High Command)
exercised command over units on the Eastern Front it did not control OB-West units, which were under direct command of OKW. Note also that

there was no formal relationship between any of the ground commanders and the Air Force (Luftwaffe) (which included airborne troops and air defense
troops) nor was there a formal relationship with the naval coast artillery, although in practice Rommel had assumed adequate control of these assets.
Additional complexity was added by the existence of the Waffen SS as a parallel force to the Army. While SS units were often integrated into operational
organizations, they were never under the full control of Army commanders.
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German Biographies

Generalfeldmarschall Karl Rudolf Gerd von Rundstedt
Oberbefehlshaber-West (Commander-in-Chief, West)

Born 12 December 1875 at Aschersleben in the Harz
mountains and a graduate of the prestigious
Hauptkadettenanstalt at Gross-Lichterfelde, von
Rundstedt began active military service 22 March
1892 and earned a commission as lieutenant in the
83d Royal Prussian Infantry Regiment on 17 June
1893. After ten years of regimental service he
passed the entrance examination for the
Kriegsakademie in Berlin. After graduating, he was
appointed to the Great General Staff, on which he
served until 1909. He then served on General Staft
with troops as a captain in a corps headquarters.

Just finishing a tour of command of an infantry
company when war broke out in 1914, he was
assigned as operations officer in the 22d Reserve
Infantry Division, which participated in the great
attack across France with the First German Army. In
1915 he was promoted to major and sent to the
eastern front as a division chief of staff. The fighting
along the Narew River line in the summer of 1915 resulted in mobile warfare, and von Rundstedt
got a taste of maneuvering troops in an advance that extended more than 250 miles. Before the
end of the war, he had also served as a corps chief of staff.

He remained in the 100,000-man German army at the end of the war, commanding the 18th
Infantry Regiment as a colonel (his first troop command since 1914). As a major general, he was
chief of staff of a military district. Promoted to lieutenant general, he commanded the 2nd Cavalry
Division. In 1934, as general of infantry, he commanded 1st Army Group. In 1938, he led the
Second Army in the occupation of the Sudetenland.

He resigned from the army in 1938 in protest against Hitler's policies, which he thought would
lead to a war for which Germany was grossly unprepared. He retired as a colonel-general and was
appointed colonel-in-chief of the 18th Infantry Regiment, a distinction he valued highly. As a
field marshal, he customarily wore his marshal's rank insignia on the uniform of a colonel of the
18th Infantry Regiment. With the invasion of Poland in 1939, he accepted recall to active duty
and commanded army groups with distinction in Poland, Belgium, and France. Hitler promoted
him to field marshal after the fall of France in 1940. In 1941 he commanded Army Group South
in Operation BARBAROSSA, the invasion of Russia. Hitler relieved him of command in Russia at
the end of 1941, although von Rundstedt gave impaired health (he had a heart attack in early
November) as the reason. In March 1942, he was appointed commander-in-chief, west, with
headquarters in France. By 1944, however, Hitler had given actual command of the army groups







1917, he was awarded the Order Pour le Mérite, one of the few junior officers to be so
recognized, for the capture of Monte Matajur in the Battle of the Isonzo. In 1918, he was
promoted to captain.

After the war, he was taken into the Reichswehr
and spent the remainder of the decade as a
company officer. Not a graduate of the
Kriegsakademie, officers who had that
distinction looked down on him, and in the
normal course of events the lack of that
diploma, despite his brilliant war record, would
have kept him a regimental officer the rest of his
career. He commanded a company of the 13"
Infantry Regiment in Stuttgart for almost eight
years after 1921. In 1929, however, he was
assigned to the Kriegsschule in Dresden as an
instructor in tactics. Promoted to major in 1933,
he took command of the 3™ Battalion, 7th
Infantry Regiment, a mountain infantry unit
stationed at Goslar. As a lieutenant colonel in
1935, he became an instructor at the War
College in Potsdam. In 1937, he was promoted
to colonel, and to major general in 1939. In
1937 he wrote a book about his experiences in
World War 1, Infanterie greifi an! (Infantry
| Attacks!), a volume that much impressed Hitler.

: In 1939, Rommel commanded Hitler’s
headquarters troops and, probably as a reward for his services, was given command of the 7"
Panzer Division, which he led in the Battle of France, starting on 10 May 1940. A highly
original and very personal commander, Rommel led from the front and was frequently out of
touch with his staff. Consequently, he developed to an even greater degree than normal in the
German Army the habit of relying on his chief of staff as an alter ego.

Sent to North Africa in early 1941 to retrieve the situation after the British had defeated the
Italian Tenth Army, Rommel worked wonders with two divisions. He was shortly promoted to
lieutenant general and, over succeeding months, pushed the British from Cyrenaica back over
the Egyptian frontier. He was promoted to Colonel General and given an enlarged command,
Panzergruppe Afrika, in reward. He was promoted to Field Marshal in June of 1942 after he
captured Tobruk. A steadily worsening supply situation and Allied penetration of his
communications with Berlin turned the tide, however, along with an aggressive new British
Eighth Army commander, Bernard L. Montgomery. Hitler sent him on leave in March of 1943,
just before the surrender of German forces in Africa.

Rommel served briefly in northern Italy and then in November 1943 was sent to study the
defenses of the Atlantic and Channel coasts of France. In December of 1943, he became Army
Group B commander, nominally under von Rundstedt, but with direct access to Hitler, a
privilege he regularly exercised. Rommel was responsible for the considerable strengthening
of the German defenses along the Calvados coast in the spring of 1944. He was never able to
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Generalfeldmarschall von Rundstedt visits the 12" SS Panzer-Division
Hitler Jugend: (I to r) Rundstedt, Kurt Meyer, Fritz Witt, & Sepp

Dietrich of I SS Panzer Korps
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Casualties

Casualties on June 6 were surprisingly light. Severe fighting, as was
experienced on Omaha Beach, had been expected on all the beaches. Losses
from naval and air attacks also had been less than expected. Overall, Allied
casualties on June 6 were about 9,000 among the approximately 125,000 that
landed. Approximately one-third of those were killed or missing; the
remainder wounded. German losses for June 6 are not known precisely, but
were probably less than Allied losses. By comparison, losses at Antietam
(September 1862) were 12,500; at Gettysburg, 23,000. As the German Army
responded, fighting to stay ashore was intense. In the three months that it
took to secure the initial lodgment (an area approximately 100 kilometers
square) and set up conditions for the capture of Paris and the campaigns into
Germany, over 600,000 soldiers, airmen, and sailors were killed, wounded,
captured, or missing. (The figures below are from Carlo D’Este, from a
variety of sources.)

- Category Killed | Wounded | Missing | Total

21st Army Group (British, 15,995 57,996 9,054 83,045

Canadian, Polish)

United States (Ground Forces) 20,838 94,881 10,128 | 125,847

Royal Air Force (Commonwealth 8,1781 8,178

and Allied Nations)

United States Army Air Forces 8,5362 8,536

Estimated loses in preparatory 12,0003 12,000
| operations

German Casualties 200,000 200,000

German Prisoners of War 200,0005
If)tals 637,606

Estimates of casualties among French civilians and Resistance fighters are
not available.

' Killed and Missing

* Killed and Missing

* Primarily airmen, killed and missing

* Killed and Missing

> POW numbers are estimated. POW accounting was such that it is not possible to precisely recapitulate

them on a campaign basis.
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Jargon What they do British US German
Reichsmarschall
Five Star’ | Command very large formations such as Field Marshal | General of the | Generalfeldmarschall or
Army Groups or Expeditionary Forces Army Reichsfiihrer-SS
Four Star | Command Field Armies subordinate to Army | General General Generaloberst or
Groups or Expeditionary Forces SS Oberstgruppenfiihrer
Three Star | Command Corps (usually three divisions) or | Lieutenant Lieutenant General (der Inf, Art, etc.)
serve on very high level staffs General General or SS Obergruppenfiihrer
Two Star | Command divisions (about 20,000 soldiers) Major General | Major General | Generalleutnant or
or serve on very high level staffs SS Gruppenfiihrer
One Star | Assist division commanders, command Brigadier Brigadier Generalmajor or
SS Brigadefiihrer

seiarate formations ismaller than divisionsi General

SS Oberfiihrer

Colonel Command regiments Colonel Colonel Oberst or

SS Standartenfiihrer
Lieutenant | Command battalions (three to a regiment) Lieutenant Lieutenant Oberstleutnant or
Colonel Colonel Colonel SS Obersturmbannfiihrer
Major Staff officer, executive officer of a battalion Major Major Major or

SS Sturmbannfiihrer
Captain Command companies Captain Captain Hauptmann or

SS Hauptsturmfiihrer
First Staff officer, executive officer of a company | Lieutenant First Oberleutnant or
Lieutenant Lieutenant SS Obersturmfiihrer
Second Platoon Leader Second Second Leutnant or
Lieutenant " = Lieutenant Lieutenant SS Untersturmfiihrer

' At this point in the war, there were no five star level officers in the field in the British or American Armies although the British have several at the
Chiefs of Staff level. In the German Army in France, both von Rundstedt and Rommel were “five stars”.
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Equipment

American and British Armies shared many classes of equipment and between them equipped all
of the French and Polish forces engaged on the continent. The United States Army was far more
lavishly equipped than the German Army, but in almost every category of weaponry, the
Germans had superior hardware. Tanks are the best example. Until 1935 in American doctrine,
the tank was essentially a machine-gun carrier that accompanied the Infantry. Experiments with
mounting heavy guns in tanks did not get very far, the Chief of Infantry in 1938 declaring that a
75-mm. gun was useless in a tank. In 1940, both the rival armies fought the Battle of France
with tanks armed to a 75-mm standard, and the Germans had already experimented with the
88-mm gun in a turret. In June 1940, the U.S. adopted the 75-mm gun for tanks. In the spring of
1944, as Anglo-American armies prepared for the invasion of Europe, the largest standard gun
on an operational American tank was still a short-barreled, low-muzzle-velocity 75-mm, the
standard armament of the then-standard M4 Sherman tank. Some models of the M4, and
particularly the British Firefly variant, carried higher velocity weapons, notably the 76-mm gun.
At the same time, however, Germany's Panther tanks carried long-barreled, high-muzzle-velocity
75s, and the Tiger carried the 88-mm gun. To kill tanks, American doctrine relied on the tank
destroyer, a fast, heavily-gunned, lightly-armored vehicle standardized as the M10 in 1942, It
mounted a 3-inch, high-muzzle-velocity, flat-trajectory gun on a Sherman chassis. The need for
more power to cope with German tanks brought the M18, with a 76-mm gun, into service in
1944. The M18 had a shallow open turret and was mounted on a M24 light tank chassis. The
M36, an M10 redesigned to accommodate a 90-mm gun, came into service about the same time.
On none of these vehicles was the armor comparable to that of German tanks. Tank destroyers,
appropriately armed to be "killer tanks," lacked the armor to stand up to German tanks for the

fight.

Anti-tank weapons were a similar case. The American 2.36-inch rocket launcher, or "bazooka,"
lacked the power to penetrate the front armor of German tanks and demanded careful aim against
soft spots. This was no easy chore for an exposed, nervous infantryman when a massive German
tank loomed so close that he could hear the squeak of the bogies. The Germans adopted an
88-mm Panzerfaust, a rocket-propelled shaped-charge grenade that was about twice as powerful
as the American bazooka. When James M. Gavin was a colonel commanding the 505th
Parachute Infantry, his men tried out the bazooka in Sicily and found it disappointing. Gavin
later wrote that "As for the 82nd Airborne Division, it did not get adequate antitank weapons
until it began to capture the first German panzerfausts. By the fall of '44 we had truckloads of
them. We also captured German instructions for their use, made translations, and conducted our
own training with them. They were the best hand-carried antitank weapon of the war." The U.S.
did not even initiate a project for a more powerful, 3.5-inch rocket until August 1944, and
distribution of that weapon was not widespread even at the time of the Korean War.

In two areas, however, the United States had a distinct advantage. The Garand .30-caliber M1
semi-automatic rifle was the best standard infantry shoulder arm of the war. No other rifle
matched its combination of accuracy, rate of fire, and reliability. In artillery, too, the American
Army had the edge. It was not that the artillery was qualitatively better than German equipment,
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Transport Landing Craft

LCYP DUKW
landing craft, wehicle, M amnphibious
personnel truck

LCT{Mk6)
landing craft, tank
(Mark 6]

LCI{L)

landing craft, infantry
(large) m

LST
landing ship, tank

©1998 Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc.

LCVP; Landing Craft, Vehicle, Personnel

I 35 i

The most common 1anding craft of World WarIl; thousands were built.
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Fire Support Landing Craft

LCT(R){M}

landing craft, tank (rocket) (Mark )

CHLMKS)
mgm oraft, q-mlam) (Mark 3)

DUKW; Amphibious Truck

T
I 31! i
Renowned for their excellent 1and mobility, DUKWs

continued in service in military and civilian roles
for decades after the war.
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LCHL); Landing Craft, Infantry (Large) LCT({Mk6); Landing Craft, Tank (Mark 6)
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Infantry would descend from the deck using ramps located LCTs were built in a variety of sizes. the largest
on either side of the bow. Some 250 LCls participated in being 203 feet. Many LCTs v?ere modi‘l;'ied for .

the Mormandy 1andings. close-in fire support. Over 900 LCTs, in their

various forms, participated at D-Day,

Troop capacity: 200 (388 maximum)
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LST; Landing Ship, Tank
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Although the LST was nicknamed “Large Slow Target,” only 26 of the 10,520 RR RN R AR RN R AR RN RRRA AN
American-built vessels were lost to enemy action during World War IL RN RN RN RN RENNEY]
The LST ranks with the aireraft carrier and submarine as being one of the most FRCERELTERTR PR e ennet
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Fire Support | anding Craft

e oraft into proper firing

mgﬁ% W;m ~ LCG{LY{MK3) 1anding craft, gun (large) (Mark 3)
advantage of using lmlim
or;ft !Eqr M L :. nbardment rain armament two 4.7-inch naval quns

LCT{R){MK3) 1anding craft, tank (rocket) (Mark 3) | . |
72 7

position.

rocket tubes

25 LCGs and 36 LCT(R)s
participated in the Normandy
landings.

©1998 Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc.

“Amphibious” M4 Sherman Tank Duplex Drive (DD)
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GERMAN EQUIPMENT

Gewehr 98 and Karabiner 98
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Shown w/Grenade Launcher (“Schiessbecher”)
Caliber 7.92mm
Operation  bolt action rifles
Construction Mauser design; wooden stock
Magazine five round clip
Weight 9 pounds
Range 800 meters maximum

Schiessbecher

Rifle Grenade Device for the GEW98
Types of Grenades HE, AP, smoke, illumination
Firing Positions prone, kneeling, standing

Range 250 meters in horizontal fire; maximum range 400 meters. When used as

a mortar, 25 to 75 meters.
Grenadier Load 10 HE and 5 AT grenades.

Remarks The Germans characteristically used it as a squad mortar and anti-tank

weapon. One grenadier per rifle squad.

Maschinenpistole 40 (MP40)

Caliber 9mm

Operation  blowback operated machine pistol
Construction metal and plastic with folding stock
Magazine 32 rounds

Rate of Fire 500 rpm (cyclic) or 180 rpm (normal)

16

































TAB O
Suggestions for Further Reading




Suggestions for Further Reading

There is a vast literature on the war in northern Europe, 1944-1945. The books and selected
chapters provided as background reading for the staff ride identify many of the issues worthy of
professional consideration. To pursue some of those topics, begin by referring to these books.

GUIDEBOOKS

For reading and reminiscing, nothing beats Insight Guides Normandy (Houghton Mifflin), edited
by Roger Williams. This is a fairly new series that tries to give readers a sense of place through
the use of excellent photographs accompanying well-written essays on history and culture. The
D-Day events that are the center of our attention are just a minor part of this 400 page
guidebook, but the treatment of that moment in Normandy’s history is handled deftly, along with
Calvados, Norman lace, and Impressionist painters.

If you return as a tourist, you would probably prefer the Michelin Nermandy, Cotentin, Channel
Islands Green Guide (Michelin Tires). It offers an adequate background on culture and history
(including D-Day), but its strength is in practical directions, brief descriptions of key sites, and
adequate maps to ease travel.

If you seek a souvenir guidebook focused on Normandy in World War II, the Gallimard Battle of
Normandy (Gallimard Publishing) would be a good choice. It covers the entire campaign, is
nicely illustrated, and includes a bit of local history and culture.

If you come back with a rental car and want to focus on D-Day, you might enjoy using Brian
Olof's D-Day and the Liberation_of Normandy (Easiguides). It’s specifically designed for
tourists coming from the UK by ferry to Caen, but it works almost as well if you drive up from
Paris. The history in this guide is very basic, and it’s devoted to World War II. But the
directions for a driver are also very basic, and it allows plenty of choices. (Harold Nelson)

OFFICIAL HISTORIES AND MAJOR STUDIES

Ambrose, Stephen. Band of Brothers: E Company, 506" Regiment, 101° Airborne From
Normandy to Hitler’s Eagle’s Nest. NY: Simon and Schuster, 1992.

Well-written company level perspective on training, organization, and combat in the European
Theater of Operations. (HN)
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AAA
AAF
AAR
ABC
Abn
ACofS
AD

Adm; Admin

ADO
ADSEC
AEAF
AEF
AF
AFHQ
AFSC
AFV
AG
AGF

A Gp
AlIS
Ammo
AMSO
ANCXF
Anlage
Anzio

AP
APC
Armd
Arty
ASF
ASP
ASW
AT
ATS
Avgas
Axis, The

Glossary

Antiaircraft Artillery

Army Air Forces (US)

After Action Report

American-British Conversations (January-March 1941)
Airborne

Assistant Chief of Staff

Armored Division

Administrative

Assistant Directorate of Organization (US)
Advance Section, Communications Zone

Allied Expeditionary Air Force

Allied Expeditionary Force

Air Force

Allied Force Headquarters

Air Force Service Command

Armored Fighting Vehicle

Adjutant General

Army Ground Forces (US)

Army Group

Allied Information Service

Ammunition

Air Minister for Supply and Organization

Allied Naval Commander Expeditionary Force
Appendix or Annex

Site of Anglo-American amphibious assault, January 1944, on the West
coast of Italy

Armor piercing

Armored Personnel Carrier

Armored

Artillery

Army Service Forces

Ammunition Supply Point

Anti-submarine warfare; Assistant Secretary of War
Antitank

(Women’s) Auxiliary Territorial Service

Aviation Gasoline

Alliance of Germany and Italy, later including Japan and other nations,
that opposed the Allies in World War Il
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Code Names

"Our war starts here!”

BG Theodore Roosevelt, Jr.
4t Infantry Division

"Two kinds of people are staying
on this beach — the dead and
those who are going to die. Now
Let’s get the hell out of here!”

COL George Taylor
16" Infantry Regiment

"Get off the beach —
off the beach, off the
bloody beach, get
forward lads and
give the buggers hell!”

A Green Howards

Platoon Commander
at GOLD Beach

JUNO




ABC-1

ABERDEEN
ACHSE
ALACRITY
ALAMO

ALPHA

ALPHA
ANAKIM
ANVIL

ARCADIA

ARGONAUT
ARGUMENT
AVALANCHE
AXIOM

BACKHANDER
BARBAROSSA

Code Names

The agreements resulting from the Anglo-American military staff
conversations held in Washington in January — March 1941
Chindit stronghold near Manhton, Burma

German plan for the defense of northern Italy

Plan for the entry of a British force into the Azores, October 1943
Code for US Sixth Army while operating as a special ground task
force HQ directly under GHQ SWPA

US 3d Infantry Division force for Operation DRAGOON, and 3d
Infantry Division landing beaches in the Cavalaire-St. Tropez area
Plan to defend Kunming and Chungking

Plan for recapture of Burma

Plan for the Allied invasion of southern France, finally executed as
Operation DRAGOON in August 1944

First of the major US-British staff conferences following US entry
into the war, held in Washington, December 1941-January 1942
Yalta Conference, February 1945

USSTAF air operations against German aircraft factories, Feb ‘44
Invasion of Italy at Salerno

Mission sent by SEAC to Washington and London in Feb ’44 to
urge CULVERIN

Task force for operations on Cape Gloucester, New Britain
German offensive against USSR, 1941

BARCLAY/MINCEMEAT Deception operations aimed at misleading Axis forces as to the

BARRISTER
BAYTOWN
BAZAAR

BEAVER

BENEFICIARY

BETA
BIGOT

BIRCH
BLACK

actual date & location of the Allied landings on Sicily

Plan for capture of Dakar (formerly BLACK and PICADOR)
British invasion of Italy on Calabrian coast

Plan for American air support of USSR in event of Japanese attack
on Soviet Union. Also code name for US survey project of air
facilities in Siberia

Training exercise held in the Slapton Sands area in England in
March 1944, employing elements of the VII Corps and simulating
the later assault on UTAH beach

Plan for breaking out of the Normandy lodgment by means of a
combined airborne-amphibious attack on St. Malo

Plan to open port on coast of China

Special security category and procedure to protect the
OVERLORD plan

Christmas Island

Plan for capture of Dakar (later PICADOR and BARRISTER)
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