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"Saber Junction" in operation 

U.S. Army in the Upper Palatinate with the largest maneuvers in Europe since 1989 

Grafenwöhr. (mor) There are currently more than 1,800 soldiers from 19 Nations in the Upper Palatinate deployed with "Saber 

Junction" In a maneuver area of approximately 2,000 square kilometers between the training areas of Grafenwöhr and 

Hohenfels, the soldiers train the real thing. For the U.S. Army, "Saber Junction" is the largest maneuver in Europe since 1989. 

"it is the largest and most complex exercise of the U.S. Army, in Germany since the REFORGER maneuvers " said Colonel 

Curtis Carson, Chief of Staff and Deputy Commander of the Joint Multinational Training Command (JMTC). Colonel Carson 

and his staff received the journalists in the Simulations Center of JMTC. Media representatives from all over Germany showed 

interest in "Saber Junction". Colonel Carson and his team first explained the peculiarities of JMTC with the training areas of 

Grafenwöhr and Hohenfels, as well as the special training centers. Something special represents training outside of these 

military areas. Approximately 2,000 square kilometers - except for the cities and nature protection areas - are until 30 October 

training areas. The soldiers need to adjust to the conditions in the cities and villages and to deal with the civilian population. 

Divided into several deployment groups 19 partner nations are participating in the “Saber Junction” exercise starting with 

Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, France, of Italy, Slovenia, Lithuania, Poland, Sweden, the 

Ukraine and including the Americans. From the Bundeswehr the Oberpfalz Brigade with the Leopard tanks from Pfreimd are 

also on the maneuver scene. Wheeled vehicles, tanks, howitzers, fighter jets and helicopters will be in use. Maneuver 

ammunition, pyrotechnics, and fog will be used to represent a realistic scenario of war. The main “blue” force is the "2nd 

Cavalry Regiment" from Vilseck. The soldiers are equipped with the Stryker vehicles. Ten variants from the armored medical 

Stryker vehicle to the mobile gun system that carries a 105 millimeter gun, there are the eight wheel armored vehicles the 

Regiment. In Kleinfalz near Edelsfeld on B85, Commander of the Regiment, Colonel Keith Barclay in recent days had built up 

his command post. He raves about the "fantastic training". He also wears sensors on his helmet and equipment just as his 

soldiers. With maneuver lasers on the weapons real training can be represented by the enemy troops. Lieutenant-Colonel Curtis 

Taylor of the JMTC is a referee (O/C) with the Cavalry Regiment and judges the soldiers battle tactics of Colonel Barclay’s 

troops. In the battle tent, laptop, beamer and digital representation have replaced the old map board for the task forces, only 

referee Taylor still draws by hand. Next task is to be joined by a Romanian unit and then to continue the thrust over the 

Autobahn A 6 and to Lauterachtal. The cooperation between the nations and the experience from the maneuvers in the Upper 

Palatinate will be another step towards the multinational training and preventing future threats. 

Photo 1: A US vehicle type Stryker drives behind houses in Kleinfalz near the Grafenwöhr Training Area over a road. Picture: 

dpa 

Photo 2: American soldiers in the command center. Photo: mor 
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Hit by laser beams 

U.S. Army and allies in action - large maneuver "Saber Junction" runs until 30 October  

Grafenwöhr/Hohenfels. (mor) The largest maneuvers of the U.S. Army in Europe since 1989 are currently running 

in the Upper Palatinate. The training area is the entire region between the training areas Grafenwöhr and Hohenfels 

with focus points in the Vils and Lauterachtal valleys and along A6 Amberg - Sulzbach Rosenberg- Nürnberg. Under 

the motto "Saber Junction," over 1,800 soldiers from 19 nations are training the real thing. On Monday, Colonel 

Curtis Carson, Chief of Staff and Deputy Commander of Joint Multinational Training Command (JMTC) of the U.S. 

Army before a huge media contingent explained the objectives of the maneuver. He stressed not only the use of 

modern computer technology and ongoing training in the nine villages of the exercise in Hohenfels and in the 

Simulation Center of JMTC in Grafenwöhr. Special requirements would have to be mastered by the soldiers on 

civilian grounds in towns and villages of the Upper Palatinate. Near Kleinfalz near Edelsfeld on B85, the 

Commander of the Regiment, Colonel Keith Barclay had built up his command post over the past couple of days. He 

is excited about the "fantastic training" and has to watch out like everyone else, that he does not get “hit.” He also 

wears sensors on his helmet and equipment just as his soldiers: real results can be represented with maneuver lasers 

on the weapons of the enemy troops. Lieutenant-Colonel Curtis Taylor of JMTC is referee (O/C) with the 2nd U.S. 

Cavalry Regiment and judges the soldiers battle tactics of Colonel Barclays troops. (See also page 3) 

Photo 1: Dismounted soldiers near their wheeled armored vehicle advance on the ground. A scene shortly after 

sunrise. Photos: mor (5) 

Photo 2: In the battle tent the laptop, video projector and digital presentation have replaced the old map board for the 

forces only referee Lieutenant Colonel Curtis Taylor (pictured) still draws by hand. 
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Photo 3: Military vehicles meander through the villages and towns of the southern Upper Palatinate. This picture was created in 

Kleinfalz near Edelsfeld. 

Photo 4: Commander of the Regiment, Colonel Keith Barclay (left), received on Monday a visit in his command post at 

Kleinfalz/Edelsfeld. Right, Colonel Curtis Carson, Chief of Staff and Deputy Commander of the U.S. Army Joint Multinational 

Training Command. 

Photo 5: The S-wire reels around the command post of the 2nd U.S. Cavalry Regiment have already been dismantled on Monday 

morning, because a new task lies ahead: the relocation of the operations center and the "blue forces" is being prepared. 


